
Marchȱ31,ȱ2020ȱ

FriendsȱofȱtheȱMcGovernȱCollegeȱofȱtheȱArts:ȱ

TheȱdisruptionsȱcausedȱbyȱtheȱCOVIDȬ19ȱpandemicȱcontinueȱtoȱupendȱplansȱforȱartsȱ
programmingȱworldwide.ȱAsȱyouȱknow,ȱweȱareȱnotȱimmuneȱtoȱtheseȱdisruptionsȱinȱtheȱ
McGovernȱCollegeȱofȱtheȱArts.ȱThereforeȱitȱisȱwithȱgreatȱdisappointmentȱthatȱweȱ
announceȱthatȱtheȱ2020ȱiterationsȱofȱtwoȱofȱourȱmostȱtreasuredȱprograms,ȱtheȱImmanuelȱ
andȱHelenȱOlshanȱTexasȱMusicȱFestivalȱandȱtheȱHoustonȱShakespeareȱFestival,ȱwillȱbeȱ
postponedȱuntilȱ2021.ȱ

PleaseȱnoteȱthatȱtheȱpostponementȱofȱTMFȱdoesȱnotȱaffectȱplansȱforȱtheȱMiddleȱandȱ
HighȱSchoolȱJazzȱInstituteȱorȱotherȱsummerȱinstituteȱprogrammingȱinȱtheȱMooresȱ
SchoolȱofȱMusic;ȱanyȱdecisionsȱonȱsuchȱprogramsȱwillȱbeȱmadeȱseparately.ȱTheȱ
postponementȱofȱHSFȱalsoȱimpliesȱnothingȱwithȱregardȱtoȱtheȱcalendarȱforȱHouston’sȱ
MillerȱOutdoorȱTheatre;ȱanyȱdecisionȱonȱsummerȱprogrammingȱatȱMillerȱwillȱbeȱmadeȱ
byȱMillerȱmanagement.ȱ

Weȱmustȱmakeȱthisȱdecisionȱnotȱsimplyȱbecauseȱweȱcannotȱpredictȱwhatȱtheȱpandemicȱ
situationȱwillȱlookȱlikeȱinȱtheȱsummer,ȱbutȱalsoȱbecause—asȱisȱtheȱcaseȱforȱnumerousȱ
organizations,ȱartsȱevents,ȱsportingȱevents,ȱandȱothersȱworldwide—finalȱpreparationsȱtoȱ
executeȱourȱplansȱforȱtheseȱfestivalsȱshouldȱbeȱoccurringȱrightȱnow.ȱTravelȱmustȱbeȱ
booked,ȱhousingȱreserved,ȱvenuesȱconfirmed,ȱprogrammingȱadvertised,ȱandȱfundsȱ
raised.ȱGivenȱtheȱcurrentȱpublicȱhealthȱsituation,ȱmanyȱofȱtheseȱactivitiesȱareȱsimplyȱnotȱ
possible.ȱ

Weȱunderstandȱthatȱthisȱmeansȱthatȱwe,ȱandȱtheȱcityȱofȱHouston,ȱmustȱtemporarilyȱdoȱ
withoutȱtheȱopportunityȱforȱimmersionȱinȱclassicalȱmusicȱinȱJuneȱandȱinȱtheȱworksȱofȱ
ShakespeareȱinȱJulyȱandȱAugust—bothȱofȱwhichȱweȱhaveȱcomeȱtoȱrelyȱonȱforȱartsȱandȱ
culturalȱsustenanceȱduringȱtheȱsummer.ȱWeȱunderstand,ȱfurthermore,ȱthatȱthisȱlossȱ
comesȱatȱaȱtimeȱwhenȱweȱneedȱtheseȱworksȱofȱartȱtheȱmost.ȱUnfortunately,ȱatȱthisȱ
momentȱweȱhaveȱnoȱotherȱresponsibleȱalternative.ȱ

Allȱofȱusȱtakeȱthisȱdecisionȱveryȱseriouslyȱandȱunderstandȱtheȱenormousȱvalueȱofȱtheseȱ
festivals.ȱWeȱareȱmakingȱeveryȱeffortȱtoȱconsiderȱwaysȱofȱdeliveringȱcontentȱvirtuallyȱ
duringȱtheȱsummer.ȱWhileȱnoȱsubstituteȱforȱtheȱfestivalsȱthemselves,ȱdoingȱsoȱwouldȱ




