
Marchȱ16,ȱ2020ȱ

McGovernȱCollegeȱFaculty,ȱStaff,ȱandȱStudents:ȱ

TheȱcityȱofȱHoustonȱhasȱadoptedȱstrongȱmeasuresȱtoȱstemȱtheȱspreadȱofȱCOVIDȬ19.ȱ
Healthȱexpertsȱandȱscientistsȱnationwideȱareȱaskingȱthatȱallȱcitizensȱdoȱtheirȱpartȱbyȱ
adjustingȱtheirȱdailyȱactivitiesȱandȱlifestylesȱtoȱslowȱtransmissionȱofȱtheȱvirus.ȱTheȱ
soonerȱweȱtakeȱstrongȱactionȱandȱdoȱourȱpart,ȱtheȱsoonerȱweȱcanȱgetȱpastȱthisȱperiodȱofȱ
significantȱuncertaintyȱandȱheightenedȱalarm.ȱ

Thereȱis,ȱfurthermore,ȱbroadȱconsensusȱthatȱartsȱfacilitiesȱposeȱanȱespeciallyȱsignificantȱ
riskȱforȱexacerbatingȱtransmissionȱofȱtheȱvirus,ȱsimplyȱdueȱtoȱtheȱnatureȱofȱthoseȱ
facilitiesȱandȱtheȱtypesȱofȱactivityȱoccurringȱinȱthem.ȱScientificȱopinionȱonȱtheȱ
coronavirusȱrightȱnowȱtellsȱusȱthatȱtheȱvirusȱlivesȱforȱrelativelyȱprolongedȱperiodsȱinȱ
publicȱspacesȱandȱonȱporousȱsurfaces.ȱTheȱlatterȱareȱcommonȱinȱartsȱfacilities.ȱ

ThereforeȱIȱamȱannouncingȱtheȱrestrictionȱofȱstudentȱaccessȱtoȱMcGovernȱCollegeȱofȱtheȱ
ArtsȱfacilitiesȱbeginningȱFridayȱatȱnoon.ȱStudentsȱshouldȱnotȱplanȱtoȱworkȱinȱcollegeȱ
buildings,ȱstudios,ȱlabs,ȱandȱotherȱfacilitiesȱafterȱthatȱtime.ȱBuildingsȱwillȱbeȱlockedȱandȱ
swipeȱcardȱaccessȱwillȱbeȱdisabled.ȱ

WithholdingȱtheȱrestrictionȱonȱstudentȱaccessȱuntilȱnoonȱFridayȱwillȱallowȱtheȱnecessaryȱ
timeȱforȱstudentsȱtoȱenterȱtheȱbuildingsȱandȱcollectȱequipmentȱandȱwork,ȱasȱneeded.ȱ
Studentsȱshouldȱplanȱtoȱuseȱtheȱtimeȱbetweenȱnowȱandȱthenȱtoȱcollectȱitemsȱfromȱtheȱ
buildingsȱthatȱyouȱwillȱneedȱtoȱworkȱoffȱcampus.ȱThereȱisȱnoȱneedȱtoȱcollectȱallȱofȱyourȱ
belongings;ȱsimplyȱcollectȱitemsȱthatȱwillȱallowȱyouȱtoȱfinishȱworkȱinȱprogress.ȱYourȱ
Directorsȱwillȱbeȱinȱcontactȱwithȱyouȱshortly,ȱinȱseparateȱemailȱcommunications,ȱwithȱ
informationȱaboutȱschedulingȱtimeȱtoȱcollectȱbelongings.ȱȱ

Theȱrestrictionsȱwillȱcontinueȱuntilȱweȱhaveȱtheȱinformationȱweȱneedȱtoȱmakeȱanȱ
informedȱdecisionȱthatȱitȱisȱsafeȱtoȱreturnȱtoȱworkȱinȱtheȱfacilities.ȱ

Iȱunderstandȱthatȱinȱsomeȱcasesȱtheȱimpactȱofȱthisȱdecisionȱonȱstudentsȱmayȱbeȱ
significant.ȱAccessȱtoȱspecializedȱfabricationȱequipmentȱorȱmusicalȱinstrumentsȱwillȱbeȱ
temporarilyȱlost,ȱforȱexample.ȱStudyȱspacesȱandȱcomputerȱequipmentȱwillȱbeȱ
temporarilyȱinaccessible.ȱȱ



TheȱMFAȱthesisȱshowȱinȱtheȱBlafferȱMuseumȱwillȱbeȱpostponed:ȱthereȱisȱsimplyȱnoȱwayȱ
toȱmountȱtheȱshowȱandȱaccountȱforȱtheȱpublicȱhealthȱriskȱtoȱstudents,ȱfaculty,ȱandȱstaff.ȱIȱ
haveȱdiscussedȱthisȱwithȱtheȱentireȱleadershipȱteamȱinȱtheȱcollege,ȱandȱweȱhaveȱ
committedȱthatȱfromȱthisȱpointȱforwardȱweȱwillȱbeȱputtingȱallȱofȱourȱenergyȱandȱeffortsȱ
intoȱhowȱtoȱpresentȱtheȱshowȱonlineȱand,ȱtoȱwhateverȱextentȱitȱisȱfeasibleȱandȱpracticalȱ
toȱdoȱso,ȱonȱanȱalternativeȱdateȱinȱtheȱBlafferȱMuseum.ȱStudentsȱwillȱbeȱgivenȱeveryȱ
opportunityȱtoȱparticipateȱinȱtheȱshapingȱofȱtheseȱplans.ȱSchoolȱofȱArtȱDirectorȱDavidȱ
Politzerȱwillȱbeȱinȱtouchȱwithȱyouȱseparatelyȱwithȱmoreȱinformation.ȱ

TheȱMusicȱLibraryȱwillȱprovideȱservicesȱremotelyȱuntilȱtheȱMooresȱSchoolȱofȱMusicȱ
buildingȱreopens.ȱMusicȱLibraryȱCoordinatorȱMadelynȱWashingtonȱandȱherȱstaffȱhaveȱ
plansȱinȱplaceȱandȱareȱreadyȱtoȱmoveȱtoȱaȱremoteȱformatȱtoȱensureȱcontinuityȱofȱ
services.ȱMadelynȱwillȱbeȱcommunicatingȱtoȱyouȱtheȱdetailsȱofȱtheseȱplansȱwithinȱtheȱ
nextȱ24ȱhours.ȱ

Studentȱemployeesȱwhoȱmayȱstillȱhaveȱbeenȱworkingȱinȱtheȱbuildingsȱwillȱbeȱimpactedȱ
asȱwell.ȱAsȱIȱmentionedȱyesterday,ȱweȱareȱatȱworkȱasȱweȱspeakȱonȱdeterminingȱ
alternativeȱworkȱarrangementsȱtoȱallowȱstudentȱemployeesȱtoȱworkȱremotelyȱandȱ
continueȱtoȱbeȱpaid.ȱThisȱisȱaȱveryȱimportantȱissueȱtoȱallȱofȱus.ȱ

Iȱknowȱthatȱthereȱareȱmanyȱinstancesȱofȱfacultyȱmembersȱhavingȱalreadyȱmadeȱ
alternativeȱinstructionalȱplansȱ(includingȱalternativeȱplansȱforȱstudioȬbasedȱclassesȱandȱ
theȱlike)ȱthatȱdoȱnotȱrequireȱstudentsȱtoȱhaveȱaccessȱtoȱtheȱfacilities.ȱIȱknowȱthatȱifȱ
facultyȱmembersȱhaveȱnotȱyetȱmadeȱsuchȱplans,ȱtheyȱwillȱbeȱableȱtoȱdoȱsoȱinȱadvanceȱofȱ
theȱFriday,ȱMarchȱ20ȱnoonȱdeadlineȱforȱnotifyingȱstudentsȱofȱinstructionalȱplans.ȱ

Iȱappreciateȱallȱofȱyouȱforȱyourȱextraordinaryȱflexibilityȱinȱaȱsituationȱthatȱcontinuesȱtoȱ
evolveȱrapidlyȱandȱrequiresȱequallyȱrapidȱresponse.ȱIȱappreciateȱeveryone’sȱconcernȱforȱ
theȱhealthȱandȱwellȬbeingȱofȱtheȱentireȱMcGovernȱCollegeȱofȱtheȱArtsȱcommunity.ȱIȱ
appreciate,ȱaboveȱall,ȱtheȱworkȱthatȱallȱofȱyouȱareȱdoingȱtoȱmanageȱtheȱsituationȱandȱtoȱ
supportȱeachȱotherȱatȱwhatȱisȱaȱmostȱdisruptiveȱtimeȱforȱeveryone,ȱpersonallyȱandȱ
professionally.ȱ

Pleaseȱcontinueȱtoȱcontactȱmeȱwithȱquestions.ȱ
ȱ
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AndrewȱDavisȱ
DeanȱandȱProfessorȱofȱMusicȱ
CullenȱFoundationȱEndowedȱChairȱ
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