
Marchȱ16,ȱ2020ȱ

FriendsȱofȱtheȱMcGovernȱCollegeȱofȱtheȱArts:ȱ

InȱlightȱofȱtheȱcontinuingȱeffortsȱtoȱmitigateȱtheȱspreadȱofȱCOVIDȬ19,ȱIȱamȱannouncingȱthatȱallȱ
McGovernȱCollegeȱofȱtheȱArtsȱperformances,ȱproductions,ȱpublicȱexhibitions,ȱfestivals,ȱandȱ
specialȱeventsȱscheduledȱforȱtheȱremainderȱofȱtheȱspringȱsemesterȱareȱnowȱcancelled.ȱThisȱactionȱ
isȱconsistentȱwithȱadviceȱgivenȱinȱtheȱmostȱrecentȱhealthȱadvisoriesȱfromȱtheȱCDCȱandȱtheȱ
federalȱgovernment,ȱandȱitȱisȱconsistentȱwithȱtheȱapproachȱbeingȱadoptedȱbyȱmanyȱofȱourȱ
partnerȱartsȱorganizationsȱthroughoutȱtheȱcityȱofȱHouston.ȱItȱisȱalsoȱtheȱrealityȱofȱaȱsituationȱinȱ
whichȱtheȱgatheringȱofȱlargeȱgroups,ȱincludingȱtheȱgroupsȱthatȱformȱasȱaȱnaturalȱpartȱofȱtheȱ
planning,ȱpreparation,ȱandȱrehearsalȱprocessȱassociatedȱwithȱtheseȱevents,ȱposesȱaȱsignificantȱ
publicȱhealthȱrisk.ȱ

Iȱknowȱthisȱnewsȱisȱdisappointing—imagineȱtheȱdisappointmentȱtoȱourȱfaculty,ȱstaff,ȱandȱ
students—butȱpleaseȱknowȱthatȱweȱmadeȱtheȱdecisionȱwithȱtheȱutmostȱconcernȱforȱtheȱhealthȱ
andȱsafetyȱofȱourȱstudents,ȱfaculty,ȱstaff,ȱandȱaudiences.ȱPublicȱhealthȱandȱsafetyȱforȱtheȱentireȱ
McGovernȱCollegeȱofȱtheȱArtsȱextendedȱfamilyȱisȱourȱhighestȱpriority.ȱ

Weȱwillȱbeȱmakingȱeveryȱeffortȱtoȱrescheduleȱasȱmanyȱofȱourȱeventsȱforȱwhichȱitȱisȱpossibleȱandȱ
practicalȱtoȱdoȱso.ȱItȱisȱtooȱearlyȱtoȱsayȱatȱthisȱtimeȱwhenȱanyȱpossibleȱreschedulingȱmightȱoccur.ȱ

Pleaseȱnoteȱalsoȱthatȱthisȱisȱseparateȱfromȱaȱcancellationȱofȱactivitiesȱrelatedȱtoȱstudentȱ
instruction.ȱStudentȱprogressȱtowardȱdegreesȱandȱgraduationȱwillȱnotȱbeȱaffectedȱbyȱtheȱ
cancellationȱofȱevents.ȱEveryȱprogramȱinȱtheȱcollegeȱhasȱbeenȱaskedȱtoȱdevelopȱaȱplanȱforȱhowȱtoȱ
maintainȱcontinuityȱofȱinstructionȱandȱgrantingȱofȱcreditȱduringȱthisȱtime,ȱandȱstudentsȱwillȱbeȱ
informedȱofȱtheseȱplansȱinȱmoreȱdetailȱbyȱFriday,ȱMarchȱ20.ȱAcademicȱadvisingȱwillȱcontinueȱ
remotelyȱasȱwell.ȱ

Circumstancesȱcontinueȱtoȱevolveȱrapidly.ȱShouldȱanyȱofȱthisȱinformationȱchangeȱatȱanyȱtime,ȱ
weȱwillȱcontinueȱtoȱinformȱyou.ȱ

Youȱareȱwelcomeȱtoȱcontactȱmeȱwithȱquestions.ȱIȱappreciateȱyourȱcontinuedȱsupportȱofȱtheȱ
McGovernȱCollegeȱofȱtheȱArts.ȱ
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