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ȱ
McGovernȱCollegeȱofȱtheȱArtsȱstudents:ȱ
ȱ
Itȱhasȱbecomeȱincreasinglyȱclearȱtoȱallȱofȱusȱthatȱtheȱsituationȱweȱareȱdealingȱwithȱisȱoneȱofȱ
unprecedentedȱscale,ȱwithȱimplicationsȱthatȱIȱknowȱcanȱseemȱfrightening.ȱIȱfeelȱveryȱdeeplyȱtheȱ
emotionalȱtollȱthisȱcanȱhaveȱonȱyouȱasȱstudents,ȱandȱIȱknowȱtheȱanxietyȱitȱmustȱbeȱcausingȱyou.ȱIȱ
amȱcommittedȱtoȱprovidingȱyouȱtheȱinformation,ȱtheȱassistance,ȱandȱtheȱresourcesȱyouȱneedȱtoȱ
getȱthroughȱthis,ȱevenȱasȱweȱcontinueȱtoȱheedȱtheȱrecommendationsȱonȱhowȱtoȱmaintainȱpublicȱ
healthȱandȱsafety.ȱPleaseȱknowȱthatȱyourȱwellȱbeingȱisȱmyȱhighestȱpriority.ȱȱ
ȱ
Iȱwantȱtoȱupdateȱyouȱonȱtheȱsituationȱandȱourȱresponseȱtoȱit,ȱbasedȱonȱwhatȱweȱknowȱatȱthisȱ
moment:ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
Currentȱstatusȱofȱartsȱeventsȱandȱcourses:ȱ
ȱ
Itȱisȱpossibleȱthatȱmanyȱofȱourȱperformances,ȱproductions,ȱpublicȱexhibitions,ȱfestivals,ȱandȱ
specialȱeventsȱduringȱtheȱremainderȱofȱtheȱspringȱsemesterȱmayȱneedȱtoȱbeȱcancelled.ȱWeȱareȱ
workingȱnowȱtoȱdetermineȱtheȱimplicationsȱofȱuniversityȱpolicyȱandȱtheȱpublicȱhealthȱadvisoriesȱ
forȱourȱartsȱevents.ȱȱ
ȱ
Regardless,ȱnoȱactionȱtakenȱonȱsuchȱeventsȱwillȱimpactȱyourȱdegreeȱprogressȱorȱyourȱprogressȱ
towardȱgraduation—evenȱifȱweȱwereȱtoȱhaveȱtoȱcancelȱaȱcreditȬbearingȱevent.ȱEveryȱschoolȱandȱ
programȱinȱtheȱcollegeȱisȱdevelopingȱaȱplanȱforȱcontinuityȱofȱinstructionȱandȱgrantingȱofȱcourseȱ
credit.ȱYouȱwillȱbeȱinformedȱbyȱyourȱfacultyȱinstructorsȱofȱdetailsȱofȱtheseȱplansȱbyȱFriday,ȱ
Marchȱ20.ȱThisȱmayȱinvolveȱchangesȱinȱsyllabi;ȱasȱIȱsaidȱatȱtheȱendȱofȱlastȱweek,ȱplansȱforȱanyȱ
givenȱcourseȱmayȱnotȱbeȱtheȱsameȱasȱtheȱplanȱthatȱwasȱoriginallyȱintendedȱforȱthatȱcourse.ȱ
However,ȱasȱIȱalsoȱsaidȱatȱthatȱtime,ȱweȱwillȱdeliverȱtheȱinstructionȱyouȱneed,ȱinȱtheȱtimeȱthatȱ
youȱneedȱit.ȱWeȱwillȱcontinueȱtoȱbeȱinȱtouchȱwithȱyouȱaboutȱdetailsȱregardingȱspecificȱcoursesȱ
andȱsituations.ȱ
ȱ
Technology:ȱȱ
ȱ
Iȱunderstandȱthatȱaccessȱtoȱtechnologyȱisȱaȱconcern,ȱinȱlightȱofȱplansȱforȱdeliveryȱofȱinstructionȱ
online.ȱWeȱareȱworkingȱtoȱensureȱthatȱstudentsȱhaveȱaccessȱtoȱtheȱtechnologyȱthatȱtheyȱneed,ȱ
evenȱifȱthatȱtechnologyȱisȱlocatedȱinȱcomputerȱlabsȱonȱcampus.ȱWeȱareȱcontinuingȱtoȱmonitorȱ



howȱaccessȱtoȱtechnologyȱimpactsȱpublicȱhealthȱconcerns,ȱincludingȱtheȱgatheringȱofȱpeopleȱinȱ
groups.ȱȱ
ȱ
Atȱthisȱtime,ȱtheȱM.D.ȱAndersonȱLibraryȱwillȱremainȱopenȱthisȱweekȱforȱspringȬbreakȱhours.ȱ
Normalȱhoursȱwillȱresumeȱnextȱweek.ȱWeȱareȱworkingȱrightȱnowȱtoȱdetermineȱtheȱstatusȱofȱtheȱ
ArtsȱandȱTechnologyȱCenterȱandȱwillȱupdateȱyouȱwhenȱweȱknowȱmore.ȱRegardingȱinternetȱ
accessȱoffȱcampus,ȱnoteȱthatȱComcastȱandȱAT&Tȱhaveȱbothȱannouncedȱthatȱtheyȱwillȱopenȱ
publicȱwifiȱhotspotsȱfreeȱofȱchargeȱforȱtheȱnextȱ60ȱdays.ȱForȱmoreȱinformation,ȱseeȱ
https://corporate.comcast.com/covidȬ19ȱandȱhttps://about.att.com/pages/COVIDȬ19.html.ȱ
ȱ
Facilities:ȱȱ
ȱ
Atȱthisȱtime,ȱcollegeȱbuildingsȱremainȱopenȱandȱoperational.ȱCollegeȱleadershipȱisȱworkingȱasȱ
weȱspeakȱtoȱaddressȱaccessȱtoȱfacilitiesȱandȱotherȱspecializedȱspacesȱsuchȱasȱstudiosȱandȱ
fabricationȱlabs.ȱIȱwillȱcontinueȱtoȱupdateȱyouȱasȱthisȱinformationȱevolves.ȱ
ȱ
Academicȱadvising:ȱ
ȱ
Weȱwillȱcontinueȱacademicȱadvisingȱasȱusual,ȱnotingȱonlyȱthatȱweȱhaveȱtransitionedȱallȱadvisingȱ
toȱremoteȱformatȱinȱorderȱtoȱavoidȱfaceȬtoȬfaceȱmeetings.ȱYouȱhaveȱreceivedȱanȱemailȱupdateȱonȱ
thisȱfromȱDirectorȱofȱAcademicȱAffairsȱandȱStudentȱSuccessȱCarrieȱYoung.ȱIfȱyouȱdidȱnotȱreceiveȱ
thisȱupdate,ȱpleaseȱcontactȱme.ȱ
ȱ
Travel:ȱȱ
ȱ
Iȱunderstandȱthatȱsomeȱstudents,ȱespeciallyȱinternationalȱstudents,ȱareȱconcernedȱaboutȱ
decisionsȱonȱwhetherȱtoȱtemporarilyȱreturnȱhome.ȱClearlyȱthisȱisȱaȱdecisionȱthatȱwillȱvaryȱ
accordingȱtoȱeveryone’sȱindividualȱcircumstances.ȱIȱurgeȱeveryoneȱtoȱconsiderȱtheirȱownȱ
circumstances,ȱconsiderȱtheȱpublicȱhealthȱadvisories,ȱandȱ(inȱtheȱcaseȱofȱinternationalȱstudents)ȱ
contactȱtheȱInternationalȱStudentȱandȱScholarȱServicesȱOfficeȱ(ISSSO;ȱ
https://www.uh.edu/oisss/)ȱforȱconsultationȱonȱindividualȱsituationsȱbeforeȱdecidingȱwhetherȱtoȱ
leaveȱHouston.ȱȱ
ȱ
Pleaseȱknowȱthat,ȱagain,ȱyourȱhealthȱandȱsafetyȱisȱourȱfirstȱconcern.ȱPleaseȱknowȱalsoȱthatȱweȱ
willȱdeliverȱyourȱcoursesȱforȱtheȱrestȱofȱtheȱsemester;ȱanyȱfearȱthatȱcoursesȱwillȱnotȱbeȱdeliveredȱ
asȱscheduledȱshouldȱnotȱimpactȱaȱdecisionȱonȱwhetherȱtoȱleaveȱHouston.ȱ
ȱ
Employeeȱstatusȱandȱfinances:ȱ
ȱ
Iȱunderstandȱthatȱtheȱeconomicȱramificationsȱofȱthisȱsituationȱareȱalarming.ȱHereȱinȱtheȱcollegeȱ
weȱareȱtakingȱtheȱfollowingȱsteps:ȱTAsȱandȱotherȱgraduateȱassistantsȱwillȱcontinueȱtoȱbeȱpaid.ȱ
Hourlyȱstudentȱemployeesȱwillȱcontinueȱtoȱclockȱinȱaccordingȱtoȱtheȱworkȱassignmentȱmadeȱbyȱ
theirȱsupervisor,ȱandȱthusȱwillȱcontinueȱtoȱbeȱpaid.ȱAllȱstudentȱemployeesȱareȱeligibleȱtoȱ



telecommuteȱandȱworkȱremotely,ȱbyȱagreementȱwithȱtheirȱsupervisor.ȱIfȱyouȱneedȱtoȱworkȱ
remotely,ȱpleaseȱmakeȱtheȱrequestȱusingȱoneȱofȱtheseȱtwoȱforms:ȱworkȬstudyȱstudentȱrequestȱ
formȱ/ȱrequestȱformȱforȱallȱotherȱstaffȱandȱstudentȱemployees.ȱ
ȱ
Resourcesȱforȱstudents:ȱ
ȱ
ForȱtheȱlatestȱandȱmostȱcompleteȱinformationȱfromȱtheȱUniversityȱofȱHouston,ȱreferȱtoȱ
https://uh.edu/covidȬ19/.ȱSeeȱespeciallyȱtheȱlinkȱtoȱtheȱveryȱhelpfulȱFAQȱpageȱ
(https://uh.edu/covidȬ19/faq/).ȱIfȱyouȱfindȱthatȱyouȱneedȱemotionalȱorȱmentalȬhealthȱsupportȱ
duringȱthisȱdifficultȱtime,ȱpleaseȱcontactȱtheȱUniversityȱofȱHoustonȱCounselingȱandȱ
PsychologicalȱServices,ȱatȱhttps://www.uh.edu/caps/.ȱȱ
ȱ
ȱ
Theȱinformationȱaboveȱisȱcurrentȱasȱofȱrightȱnow.ȱTheȱsituationȱisȱchangingȱrapidly.ȱIȱamȱ
committedȱtoȱcontinuingȱtoȱcommunicateȱwithȱyouȱtoȱprovideȱtheȱmostȱcurrentȱinformationȱ
possible.ȱIȱalsoȱinviteȱyouȱtoȱfollowȱtheseȱsocialȱmediaȱchannels,ȱwhereȱweȱwillȱbeȱpostingȱupȬtoȬ
dateȱinformation:ȱtwitterȱ@uhkgmDean;ȱtwitterȱ@uhkgm_arts;ȱfacebookȱ@UHKGMarts;ȱandȱ
Instagramȱ@uhkgm_arts.ȱ
ȱ
LetȱmeȱrepeatȱthatȱIȱalsoȱfeelȱtheȱanxietyȱthatȱtheȱuncertaintyȱinȱthisȱsituationȱisȱcausing,ȱandȱIȱ
empathizeȱwithȱhowȱitȱmustȱbeȱaffectingȱyouȱasȱstudents.ȱUncertaintyȱisȱunavoidableȱinȱaȱ
situationȱlikeȱthis;ȱhoweverȱweȱwillȱcontinueȱtoȱprovideȱyouȱwithȱasȱmuchȱinformationȱasȱweȱ
canȱinȱorderȱtoȱminimizeȱit.ȱJoinȱmeȱinȱdrawingȱonȱyourȱexperienceȱasȱartists,ȱwhichȱgivesȱusȱtheȱ
insightȱweȱneedȱtoȱaddressȱheadȬonȱtheȱuncertaintiesȱthatȱlifeȱpresentsȱtoȱus.ȱApplyȱthoseȱ
experiencesȱtoȱthisȱsituation,ȱandȱweȱwillȱcomeȱoutȱbetterȱforȱitȱonȱtheȱotherȱside.ȱȱ
ȱ
Pleaseȱcontactȱmeȱdirectlyȱwithȱquestions.ȱ
ȱ
Sincerely,ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
AndrewȱDavisȱ
DeanȱandȱProfessorȱofȱMusicȱ
CullenȱFoundationȱEndowedȱChairȱ
ȱ
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