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Message from the President

May 12, 2021

Dear University of Houston Graduates,

This is the most memorable day of your college career. Today, your 
dream of earning a college degree becomes a reality. Congratulations! 
The degree you are receiving represents the Tier One education you 
obtained here at UH. Moreover, it represents your hard work and 
preparation for a rewarding and successful career that will make an 

impact in the lives of others. 

Many factors have helped you reach this apex. The support of your parents, families and 
friends, and the encouragement of your UH faculty, advisors and staff played a significant 
part. But what truly made it all possible was your commitment, drive and resolve. Moreover, 
your endurance during this global pandemic and many obstacles is commendable. Staying 
the course during these trying times is a testament to your resilience and flexibility. These 
same attributes will serve you well as you make your mark in the world. 

The degree you’ve earned here carries great value. UH is the home of genius grant 
winners, a Phi Beta Kappa chapter, nationally top-ranked programs, a NCAA Final Four 
team, Carnegie-designated Tier One research and so much more. Go forward today as 
a proud UH graduate. I know in my heart that you are now ready and able not just to 
compete but to succeed and be leaders in your chosen careers. 

With my best wishes for a bright and rewarding future, Go Coogs!

Renu Khator 
President
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Message from the Provost

Congratulations, Cougars!

I would like to personally congratulate each of you on this 
momentous achievement. You have worked hard to be here today, and 
that effort shows.

Your family, friends, mentors and peers have supported you and 
helped you to arrive at this great time in your life. So I thank them as I am sure you do also 
for all that they have contributed.

I would like to remind each of you to be proud of your time at the University of Houston. 
You graduate today as future intellectual leaders, researchers, entrepreneurs, healers and 
artists. Do not forget that you are bound together by your alma mater, and that bond is 
a strong one. Many of your predecessors have gone on to achieve great success in their 
professional lives. I wish the same for you.

Whether you are receiving your bachelor’s, master’s, professional, or doctoral degree, you 
have achieved a major milestone in your life. We are proud of you, and we are proud you 
will become Tier One University of Houston alumni.

On behalf of all the University faculty and college deans, I congratulate you on your 
achievements. You are our best and brightest, and we will be honored to call you our 
colleagues and peers.

Warm regards,

Paula Myrick Short 
Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost
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University of Houston System
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University of Houston

Spring 2021 Commencement Ceremony
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University of Houston Deans
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UH Law Center
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College of Education

William Monroe 
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Paul A. Pavlou 
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Stephen J. Spann 
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Humana Endowed Dean’s Chair in Nursing 
College of Nursing
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College of Optometry

Kirk Watson 
Founding Dean 
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Dan E. Wells 
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College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

University of Houston

Spring 2021 Commencement Ceremony
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The University of Houston was established as the 
Houston Junior College in 1927. As the college grew, 
it prospered and officially became the four-year 
University of Houston in 1934. Two years later, the 
college attained land for a permanent campus, and 
in 1939 it constructed its first building, the Roy 
G. Cullen Building. The University became a state 
institution in 1963.

The University includes 15 academic colleges, one 
school and the multidisciplinary Honors College that 
teach a wide array of subjects – from math, arts and 
engineering to law, pharmacy and business. What 
started as a campus with a single building has grown 
into a world-class university, offering more than 250 
undergraduate and graduate programs to more than 
45,000 students annually.

UH is a Carnegie-designated Tier One public research 
university, and its public service and community 
activities, such as cultural offerings, clinical services, 
policy studies and small business initiatives, serve 
a diverse metropolitan population. Likewise, the 
resources of the Gulf Coast Region complement and 
enrich the University’s academic programs, providing 
students with professional expertise, practical 
experience and career opportunities.

In keeping with the University’s commitment to 
excellence, UH raised the benchmark of academic 
achievement when Phi Beta Kappa, the nation’s oldest 
and most prestigious academic honor society, awarded 
UH the approval to start a chapter in 2015. This 
designation welcomed UH to an elite group of the 
nation’s most esteemed colleges and universities.

University of Houston History

University of Houston

Spring 2021 Commencement Ceremony
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University of Houston

Spring 2021 Commencement Ceremony

Gerald D. Hines College 
of Architecture and Design

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Violet

Master’s Degree Hood: Violet 
 Tassel: Black

Kathrine G. McGovern 
College of the Arts

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Brown

Master’s Degree Hood: Brown 
 Hood (Music): Pink 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Pink 
 Tassel: Red

C. T. Bauer College of Business
Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Dark Blue

Master’s Degree Hood: Drab 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

College of Education
Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Light Blue

Master’s Degree Hood: Light Blue 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood (Ed.D.): Light Blue 
 Hood (Ph.D.): Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Cullen College of Engineering
Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Orange

Master’s Degree Hood: Orange 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Conrad N. Hilton College 
of Hotel and Restaurant 
Management

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Navy

Master’s Degree Hood: Navy, Red and White 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Academic costumes of today have a history of nearly eight centuries. In medieval Europe, all townspeople wore 
long flowing robes and gowns. The materials and colors were governed by royal decree. Gradually, distinctive 
gowns were developed for the various professions, trades and guilds. Scholars wore robes and hoods to protect 
their shaved heads. Later, skullcaps were worn on the head, and the hoods became a cape that could be pulled over 
the head during unpleasant weather.

As additional universities were founded, distinctive forms of the gown and hood were adapted by their faculties 
for bachelor’s (apprentices of the arts), master’s (teachers) and doctoral (teachers who had completed postgraduate 
studies). When caps and hats came into fashion in the 15th century, the hoods became ornamental, draped over the 
shoulders and down the back.

The academic hat was first worn as a symbol of the master’s degree and existed in various forms. The mortarboard 
style comes to us from Oxford University. When academic costumes came to America in 1754, styles were quite 
varied. In Europe, they still are; however, in our country, usage has been standardized by the Intercollegiate Code 
of Academic Costume.

Commencement Traditions
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UH Law Center
Master’s Degree Hood: Purple 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Purple 
 Tassel: Red 

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Citron

Master’s Degree Hood: Citron 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

College of Medicine
Doctor of Medicine Degree 
 Hood: Kelly Green 
 Tassel: Red

College of Natural Sciences 
and Mathematics

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Golden Yellow

Master’s Degree Hood: Golden Yellow 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

College of Nursing
Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Apricot

Master’s Degree Hood: Apricot 
 Tassel: Black

College of Optometry
Master’s Degree Hood: Gold 
 Tassel: Black

Doctor of Philosophy Degree 
 Hood: Royal Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Doctor of Optometry Degree 
 Hood: Seafoam Green 
 Tassel: Red

College of Pharmacy
Bachelor’s Degree  Tassel: Olive

Master’s Degree  Hood: Olive 
 Tassel: Black

Doctor of Philosophy Degree

 Hood: Royal Blue 
  Tassel: Red

Doctor of Pharmacy Degree 
 Hood: Olive 
 Tassel: Red 

Graduate College 
of Social Work

Master’s Degree Hood: Citron 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Citron 
  Tassel: Red 

College of Technology
Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Maroon

Master’s Degree Hood: Maroon 
 Tassel: Black

Hobby School of Public Affairs
Master’s Degree:  Hood: Peacock Blue 
 Tassel: Peacock Blue

University of Houston

Spring 2021 Commencement Ceremony
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Ceremonial Symbols

The Seal
Throughout history, seals have been used to authenticate official documents. The 
University of Houston and UH System seals both bear the Official Seal of Arms of General 
Sam Houston, as handed down to him from his noble ancestors. It includes the escutcheon 
in the center of the seal — consisting of checkered chevrons denoting nobility — and three 
martlets, gentle lowland birds that symbolize peace and deliverance. A winged hourglass is 
placed above the shield. Surmounting this is the motto “In Tempore,” meaning “In Time.” 
The greyhounds indicate speed of giving aid. The UH seal was first adopted in 1938 as the 
present campus was established. Although the look of the seal has evolved over the years, 
the first version was etched into the floor of the Roy G. Cullen Building.

University Mace
The University Mace, which is carried in academic processions, is a staff symbolizing the 
University’s authority and unity. The tradition of the academic mace began in the late 
14th century when two ancient instruments, the royal scepter and the battle mace, were 
combined to form a university president’s symbol of authority.

The Alma Mater

All hail to thee,

Our Houston University.

Our hearts fill with gladness

When we think of thee.

We’ll always adore thee

Dear old varsity.

And to thy memory cherished,

True we’ll ever be.

Words and music by Harmony Class of 1942
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Honorary Degree

Maria Esther Estrada Campos

Maria Esther Estrada Campos is a consummate educator and community 
advocate. During her 30-year career with Houston Independent School 
District, she served as one of its first bilingual teachers, a school counselor 
and an assistant principal, before becoming a trustee. 

Most notably, she was an advocate for students from underserved 
communities through grassroots civic engagement. In 1993, she became the 
HISD trustee for District VIII and pushed for expanded teacher training, the 
understanding of the root cause of school violence and the challenges Latino 
students face while overcoming language and cultural barriers. 

In 2013, she led the fight for a district-wide HISD policy that banned the 
discrimination of students based on their sexual preference, which earned her the Civil Rights Hero recognition 
by the Anti-Defamation League. In addition, she’s received the Hispanic of the Year award from Houston Fiestas 
Patrias, the Patriot Award from the American G.I. Forum and an invitation to the White House by the Jimmy Carter 
administration, among many other honors. Campos served in more than two dozen civic organizations, including 
Harris County Children’s Protective Services Board, Eastend Community Development Board, Hispanic Women in 
Leadership and as a founding member of the Texas Mexican American Democrats.

As a role model and advocate for higher education, she encouraged students to pursue a degree and to enroll in the 
University of Houston. Campos was instrumental in getting more UH students to participate in National Hispanic 
Institute programs. 

She graduated from the University of Houston with a bachelor’s degree in Spanish and English, and a master’s 
degree in Spanish, in the 1960s. In the late 1970s, her pursuit of a doctorate of education at UH was cut short due 
to a family tragedy. 

—————

The Doctor of Humane Letters degrees, honoris causa, given for exemplary service  
to the University of Houston or society at large, is the highest honor UH can bestow.
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Honorary Degree

Andy and Barbara Gessner

Andy and Barbara Gessner are proud supporters of numerous UH 
programs, most notably, the C.T. Bauer College of Business. The sustained 
giving of the Gessners began in 1995. Over the years, they have supported 
or sponsored several initiatives and programs at Bauer College including 
the Gessner Sales Team Endowment, Gessner Sales Program Scholarships, 
Gessner Inspiring Excellence Scholarship Endowment and the Program 
for Excellence in Selling Events and Partners. To date, they have donated 
approximately $1.7M to the Bauer Sales Program alone. 

Andy and Barbara’s recent support of Bauer students affected by the 
pandemic was instrumental in the continuity of their education. Last summer, 

due to the pandemic, many students in Bauer’s Program for Excellence in Selling (PES) had their corporate 
internship offers rescinded. The Gessners provided financial support for an innovative program in which PES 
students who lost corporate internships were hired by the program to develop revenue plans for area non-profits, 
allowing students experiential learning to not only continue but flourish. 

The couple have also contributed to UH’s Houston Public Media, UHAA Circle of Excellence, President’s Fund for 
Student Success, Athletics and the College of Nursing. 

A native Houstonian with a street named after his family, Andy Gessner spent more than 40 years as an employee, 
co-owner and president of Industrial Air Tools (IAT). During his tenure, he helped create an environment that 
allowed employees to grow IAT into one of the leading supply businesses in the oil industry. He earned a bachelor’s 
degree in business administration from UH in 1968.

Barbara Gessner is a graduate of Texas Woman’s University. She spent years tutoring adults seeking their GED and 
volunteering in her daughter’s school with the Houston Independent School District’s Volunteers in Pubic Schools 
program. 

Together, they provide scholarships to UH’s College of Nursing in honor of their mothers, who were both nurses, 
reflecting a commitment that remains as extensive as it is personal. 

—————

The Doctor of Humane Letters degrees, honoris causa, given for exemplary service  
to the University of Houston or society at large, is the highest honor UH can bestow.

University of Houston

Spring 2021 Commencement Ceremony
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Honorary Degree

Bernard A. Harris, Jr.

Dr. Bernard A. Harris, Jr., a distinguished alumnus and the first African 
American to complete a spacewalk, is a member of the University of Houston 
Board of Visitors. Dr. Harris is an adviser to UH faculty, staff and students and 
serves as an inspiration to the next generation of leaders. For more than 25 years, 
he has dedicated his life to math and science education and creating opportunities 
for youth in STEM. 

A veteran astronaut, Dr. Harris has logged more than 438 hours and traveled 
over 7.2 million miles in space. While at NASA, he conducted research in 
musculoskeletal physiology and clinical investigations of space adaptation and 
developed in-flight medical devices to extend astronaut stays in space. 

Dr. Harris currently serves as chief executive officer of the National Math and Science Initiative (NMSI). In addition, he is 
president and founder of the Harris Institute and Foundation, a non-profit serving socially and economically disadvantaged 
communities in the areas of education, health and wealth. Prior to NMSI, Dr. Harris was CEO and Managing Partner of 
Vesalius Ventures Inc., a venture capital firm that invests in early- to mid-stage health care technologies and companies. 

He is a member of the Board of Directors for U.S. Physical Therapy (Nasdaq: USPH), JSA Health, and Monebo 
Technologies. Dr. Harris serves on the Board of Trustees for Salient Midstream & MLP Fund and Salient MF Trust, and 
Barings Fund & Trust. In addition, he is on the Board of the National Academy of Medicine, the Texas Medical Center, 
HealthConnect, National Math and Science Initiative, and the Harris Institute & Foundation.

A scholar, Dr. Harris earned a bachelor’s degree in biology from the University of Houston, a doctorate of medicine from 
Texas Tech University School of Medicine, a master’s of medical science from the University of Texas Medical Branch at 
Galveston and a master’s of business administration from the University of Houston-Clear Lake.

Dr. Harris is the recipient of the University of Houston President’s Medallion, the UH Alumni Association Distinguished 
Alumni Award and the UH Black Alumni Association Award, including honorary doctorates from Stony Brook 
University (SUNY), Morehouse School of Medicine, New Jersey Institute of Technology (NJIT), Washington & Jefferson 
College, Worcester Polytechnic Institute, University of Hartford and Indiana Institute of Technology, and the 2000 
Horatio Alger Award. Dr. Harris has received the NASA Space Flight Medal, NASA Award of Merit, and is a fellow of the 
American College of Physicians.

He is the author of “Dream Walker: A Journey of Achievement and Inspiration.”

—————

The Doctor of Humane Letters degrees, honoris causa, given for exemplary service  
to the University of Houston or society at large, is the highest honor UH can bestow.
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Honorary Degree

John A. Rogers

John Rogers, a prolific researcher and engineer, is the Louis Simpson 
and Kimberly Querrey Professor of Materials Science and Engineering, 
Biomedical Engineering and Neurological Surgery at Northwestern 
University. He is one of the only 25 people in history who have been elected 
to all three national academies of the United States — the National Academy 
of Engineering, the National Academy of Sciences and the National Academy 
of Medicine.

He is a winner of several prestigious awards that include Guggenheim 
Fellowship (2021), Nancy DeLoye Fitzroy and Roland V. Fitzroy Medal of the 
ASME (2020), the Benjamin Franklin Medal from the Franklin Institute (2019), 

the MRS Medal from the Materials Research Society (2018), the Smithsonian Award for American Ingenuity in the 
Physical Sciences (2013) and a MacArthur Fellowship from the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation (2009).

Rogers’ research program is a highly creative integration of mechanical engineering and chemical, physical and 
materials sciences in the service of biotechnology and medical technology. He holds over 80 patents and patent 
applications. More than 50 are licensed or in active use by large companies and startups that he has co-founded, 
including Active Impulse Systems, Semprius, MC10, CoolEdge, XCeleprint and Transient Electronics.

His research is consistently covered by major media outlets such as ABC, NBC, CBS, BBC, CNN, New York 
Times and U.S. News & World Report. His work on stretchable silicon has been displayed at the Tech Museum 
of Innovation in San Jose, California and his electronic eye innovation is a permanent exhibit at the Museum of 
Science and Industry in Chicago, Illinois.

Rogers has had a significant impact on the University of Houston, with more than 160 UH students and faculty 
having cited and used his research. In 2017, he was a Rockwell Distinguished Lecturer for the University’s 
Department of Mechanical Engineering.

He attended high school in Houston and earned his bachelor’s degrees in chemistry and physics from the 
University of Texas at Austin. Rogers went on to earn his master’s degrees in physics and chemistry, and his 
doctorate in physical chemistry from Massachusetts Institute of Technology. In addition, he was a Junior Fellow in 
the Harvard University Society of Fellows. 

—————

The Doctor of Humane Letters degrees, honoris causa, given for exemplary service  
to the University of Houston or society at large, is the highest honor UH can bestow.

University of Houston

Spring 2021 Commencement Ceremony
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Academic Honors

Academic honors are based on the requirements of the catalog year students entered the University. The final 
designation for honors is determined by the Provost’s Office upon final completion of all degree requirements.

Undergraduate students will graduate with the stated academic honors if they achieve the following grade point 
averages earned in the last 54 hours completed at the University of Houston.

  3.90 to 4.0 Summa Cum Laude (with Highest Honors)
  3.70 to 3.89 Magna Cum Laude (with High Honors)
  3.50 to 3.69 Cum Laude (with Honors)

The roster of graduates and candidates for graduation does not include the names of those students who chose to 
withhold information under the Federal Education Rights and Privacy Act.

University of Houston

Spring 2021 Commencement Ceremony
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University of Houston

Spring 2021 Commencement Ceremony

Summa Cum Laude – 4.0 GPA Students – Spring 2021
The following undergraduate students are recognized for achieving Summa Cum Laude with a 4.0 cumulative 
grade point average while also completing their degree within four years of starting their first semester in college 
at the University of Houston.

Arden Alldredge 
Bachelor of Science in Communication Sciences and Disorders 

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Anakaren Almaguer 
Bachelor of Business Administration in Supply Chain Management 

C. T. Bauer College of Business

Fanny Cao 
Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting 

C. T. Bauer College of Business

Safeer Dhuka 
Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting 

C. T. Bauer College of Business

Briana Johnson 
Bachelor of Science in Psychology 

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Michael Lara 
Bachelor of Science in Mathematics 

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Barbara Lomeli Ibarra 
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology 

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Zill Momin 
Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting 

C. T. Bauer College of Business

Rizna Noorani 
Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting 

C. T. Bauer College of Business

Erin Sappington 
Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting 

C. T. Bauer College of Business

Mayoor Shardha 
Bachelor of Science in Computer Science 

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Edna Vazquez 
Bachelor of Business Administration  
in Management Information Systems 

C. T. Bauer College of Business

Cheuk Wu 
Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting 

C. T. Bauer College of Business
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Message from the Dean

Dear Architecture, Industrial Design and Interior Architecture 
Graduates:

This has been a year like no other in our history, culminating with a 
graduation like no other. The pandemic that we have been facing has 
limited even this, the final celebratory event of your academic career. 
While it is not the celebration that we envisioned, the reason for 
marking this moment is not diminished. You have made it through one 

of the most rigorous programs in the country, and you have done it while sharply pivoting 
to the demands of a wholly virtual realm. That makes your success even that much more 
extraordinary. 

Countless hours you have devoted to research, to writing papers and struggling through the 
design process, only to get up the next day and do it again. And so, every ending becomes a 
new beginning. This is the life we have chosen. And isn’t it a wonderful life?

You can consider yourselves pioneers. You will be leaving our studios and classrooms and 
the more recent software packaged environments of Zoom and Teams and Concept Board to 
embark on your careers. You will be entering a world also forever changed by the pandemic, 
a world grappling with new economic models and new social, political, and environmental 
pressures. Your professional contributions will not only have an impact here in the city of 
Houston but around the world. You are the thinkers, doers and creators of the future. You 
will be the designers, architects, problem-solvers and inventors of our tomorrow. I am 
confident that if you will apply the knowledge that you have acquired here, the world will 
offer you possibilities you have not yet imagined. You will now venture forward on your 
personal odyssey. Your faculty have worked hard to equip you with the tools to create the 
promise of the bright career that awaits you. We know you will make us proud.

Congratulations Class of 2021! I look forward to hearing about your odyssey and the many ways 
you will endeavor to make the world a better place. Please stay in touch. Come back and share 
your adventures with those about to follow you. We would delight to share in your success.

My very best wishes to you all,

Patricia Belton Oliver, FAIA 
ACSA Distinguished Professor 
Vice-Chancellor, College of Distinguished Professors 
Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture and Design 
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University of Houston
Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture and Design

Commencement Ceremony 
Saturday, May 15, 2021, 10:00 a.m.  
TDECU Stadium

 PLATFORM PARTY PROCESSIONAL Moores School of Music

 NATIONAL ANTHEM  Sarah Marie Neal 
  Master of Music Candidate

 WELCOME Patricia Belton Oliver 
  Dean 
  Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture and Design

  Joseph W. Tedesco 
  Dean 
  Cullen College of Engineering

 GREETINGS Renu Khator 
  President

 GREETINGS FROM THE UH SYSTEM The Honorable Alvaro De la Cruz, Jr. 
 BOARD OF REGENTS Member

 HONORS Paula Myrick Short 
  Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

 PRESENTATION OF DEGREE HONORIS CAUSA Provost Short

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREE HONORIS CAUSA President Khator

 PRESENTATION OF DEGREE CANDIDATES Provost Short

  Dean Oliver

  Dean Tedesco

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES President Khator

 CLOSING REMARKS Dean Tedesco

 ALMA MATER Moores School of Music Concert Chorale

 RECESSIONAL 
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Fall 2020– Graduates

Master of Architecture
Luis Garcia
Jenny Sarabia 4

Master of Science  
in Industrial Design
Stephen Love

Bachelor of 
Architecture
Ian Atwood 3
Brenda L. Cruz Quintanilla
Gaston Denari 2, 5

Almudena Esponda 2, 6

 Andriana Falafivka 1, 6
Juan Francisco Garcia
Rosa Carolina Gomez Sanchez 2, 5

Lauren Louise Greene 1, 4, 5, 6

Younggil Ko
Nicholas H. Le
Michael Conner Lindemann
Richard Feng-Yi Liu
Enrique Thomas Lozano 3
Ismael Saul Mejia
Michael Ngo 3, 6

Chi-Shen Ni 2
Sharon Susan Philip 2
Cecilia Yaritma Pineda
Robert Kevin Pratt

John Michael T. Raceles
Luis Rangel
Sofia Sayeed 3
Clint Alan Wright 3

Bachelor of Science in 
Environmental Design 
Tristan L. Durham 3, 5

Bachelor of Science  
in Industrial Design
Guadalupe Diaz
Michael Lawrence Dillon 3, 4

May 2021– Candidates for graduation

Master of Architecture
Madeleine A. Cruz
Raluca Andreea Gherman-Pani
Rafia Imran
Chavonne Jennings
Christopher J. Kirch 4, 6

Marielle P. Morgan
Victoria A. Pedraza
Valerie E. Powell
Abraham M. Tanvir 6
James Ignacio Torres
Omololu Chimezie Uwadinma

Master of Arts in 
Architectural Studies
Yichen Liu 

Master of Science  
in Industrial Design
Catherine Lucille Cunningham

Bachelor of 
Architecture
Sebastian Andrade
Charles Asaud
Edwin Eli Barajas Vigil 5
Charlotte Christine Bates 3
Devon M. Bush 3
Karla Franccesca Caballero Azabache 3
Cynthia Paola Cruz 2, 5

Jonathan Steven De La Rosa
Martin Anthony Delgado
Franco Denari 1, 5
Maria Daniela Diaz Martinez
Grace Elizabeth Ehmling 5
Lisa Michelle Evans 3, 5

Michael John Fajtl 1, 6
Ariana A. Flick 2, 5 
Eugenia Forgang 2
Mariana Galvan 3
Madeleine A. Garcia 3
Melanie Renee Getman-Villareal 3
Michael J. Gonzalez
Catherine Harrison 2

Rahma Mohamed Hassan 3
Jonathan Daniel Henning 2, 6

Jayla S. Huseyn 5
Jerry Geo Jacob 2, 6

Rukaiya Jamali 2, 6

Perla Isabel Jauregui 2, 4, 6

Patrick Aaron Jones
Ferdous Kabir 2
Jonathan Tyler Land 3
Utopia Yefet Lastrap
Valeria Laverde 3
Kristen Anne Lee 3
Francis Ester Legra 3
Amanda Lopez
Long G. Luu 2
Golnar Makvandi
Natasha Annalee Maloney 2
Victoria N. Martinez
Angelica Monroy 2
Hannah Y. Montalvo 3
David George Ndamagi
Stefan Martin Niño 2
Jacob Nizberg 3

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude – 4 Top-Ranked Graduate – 5 College Student Leader 
6 Tau Sigma Delta National Honor Society

University of Houston
Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture and Design

Commencement Ceremony
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Ana Carolina Peralta Lacruz 3, 5, 6

Andrea Alejandra Perea 3
Antonio Perez
Anh P. Pham
Fernanda Pineda Reyes 2, 6

Stefani Ambar Portocarrero Arone 3
Foster A. Prescott
Robert De Andre Pryor
Alefiyah Hussein Raja
Marcela Aidee Ramos
Allison Reyes 3
Iker Rodriguez 2, 6

Gabriel Omar Romero
Alexander A. Salinas
Ivan J. Samedi
John E. Sirrieh
Kyle J. Swisher 2
Hillary Mae Cornillez Telegrafo 1
Brandon James Terry
Sara Anita White 2
Gregorio Sami Zavary

Bachelor of Science in 
Environmental Design 
Kenny Kiet-Trung Nguyen 3, 4, 5

Katherine H. Polkinghorne 1, 5, 7

Adauria Rozjai Scott

Bachelor of Science  
in Industrial Design
Joshua Tyler Alarcon
Alexa Baeza 2, 4, 5, 6

Anna Bibikova 3
Eric Siu-Ben Cheung
Dong Yeop Chu
Terry T. Chuong
Jesus Garcia
Montserrat Garcia
Usna T. Ghaffar 3, 5, 6

Niell B. Gorman 2
Diana Hernandez Rodriguez
Mariana Keymolen 3, 5

Abida Khan

Anthony S. Lozano
Hebet-Allah A. Nimer 5
Roberto Eduardo Orozco Aranda
Aishwarya Sanjay Ravat
Joshua S. Rich
Richard Sun
Liya Sunny Thomas 2, 5

Joaquin Emmanuel Tinoco 5
Grant C. Williamson

Bachelor of Science in 
Interior Architecture
Liana Celine Brown 3, 5

Andrea Cavazos 3, 5

Sharon Chen
Brett Peter Conrad 3
Cashel Rose Monarca
Esmeralda Pineda 3
Kimberly A. Saavedra 3, 4, 5, 6

Kyle Scallan
Sherry Stefanos 2, 5

Jing Ye

University of Houston
Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture and Design

Commencement Ceremony

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude – 4 Top-Ranked Graduate – 5 College Student Leader 
6 Tau Sigma Delta National Honor Society – 7 Dual-degree candidate, Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy
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Message from the Dean

Dear Kathrine G. McGovern College of the Arts Graduates,

Congratulations!

You are here today because of all you have achieved at the University of 
Houston. You have worked tirelessly to master your craft, cultivating 
skills that position you at the forefront of the performing and visual 
arts. You have collectively spent thousands of hours rehearsing, 

researching, performing and designing on the University campus and beyond. You have 
added to our city’s rich and vibrant culture through community-centric projects and 
programs designed to promote Houston’s diverse arts community.

Now, as the next generation of creators, performers, artists and collaborators, the world is 
at your fingertips—just waiting for you to make your mark. My advice to you is to remain 
curious, investigate your environment and reimagine the possibilities of creative practices in 
our complex, 21st century world.

As you leave the Kathrine G. McGovern College of the Arts to embark on your career and 
the next stage of your life, I know your future is bright. I look forward to seeing the impact 
you will make on our community, our city and our world. Please stay in touch with us! You 
can contact me at adavis@uh.edu.

Sincerely,

Andrew Davis 
Founding Dean and Professor of Music 
Cullen Foundation Endowed Dean’s Chair
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University of Houston
Kathrine G. McGovern College of the Arts

Commencement Ceremony 
Friday, May 14, 2021, 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.  
Cullen Performance Hall

 PLATFORM PARTY PROCESSIONAL “Mlada Suite” by Rimsky-Korsakov

 NATIONAL ANTHEM  Sarah Marie Neal 
  Master of Music Candidate

 INTRODUCTORY REMARKS David Bertman 
  Associate Dean for Special Initiatives  
  Director of Bands

 WELCOME Andrew Davis 
  Founding Dean and Professor of Music 
  Cullen Foundation Endowed Dean’s Chair

 COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS Dean Davis

 RECOGNITION OF ACADEMIC HONORS Associate Dean Bertman

 PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES, 9 A.M. David Politzer 
  Director, School of Art

  Fleurette Fernando 
  Director, Master of Arts Program in Arts Leadership

 PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES, 2 P.M. Courtney Crappell 
  Director, Moores School of Music

  Rob Shimko 
  Director, School of Theatre & Dance

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES Dean Davis

 CLOSING REMARKS Associate Dean Bertman

 ALMA MATER Moores School of Music Concert Chorale

 RECESSIONAL  “Aida” by Verdi
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University of Houston
Kathrine G. McGovern College of the Arts

Commencement Ceremony 

Spring 2021 – Candidates for Graduation

DOCTORAL DEGREES

Moores School of Music

Doctor of Musical Arts
Alejandro Basulto Martinez

The Life and Work of Javier Alvarez 
Research Chair: Dr. Howard Pollack

Roberto A. Deguzman
Narrativity in the Brahms Clarinet 
Quintet 
Research Chair: Dr. Timothy Koozin

Xuefei Liu
The Philosopher and the Pianist behind 
Alexander Scriabin’s Early Piano Music
Research Chair: Dr. Paul Bertagnolli

Pablo Martinez
Formal Deformations and Harmonic 
Transformations in Cesar Franck’s 
LesDjinns
Research Chair: Dr. John Snyder

Cristina Elena Mendoza Padilla
Karel Husa’s Apotheosis of This Earth 
(1970): A Conductor’s Guide
Research Chair: Dr. Howard Pollack

Eleanor Margaret Parker
Sociopolitical influences in works for  
the saxophone by Shrude, Hindman,  
and Olson.
Research Co-Chairs:  Dr. Rob Smith and 

Dr. Nancy Murphy

MASTER DEGREES

Arts Leadership

Master of Arts
Elizabeth Kay Sholar

School of Art

Master of Arts

Art History
Hector Ramon Garcia
Ana Patricia Girard

Chesli Nicole Lobue
Lindsey Erin Reynolds
Sheri Michelle Allen Schrader
Cammie Jo Tipton-Amini

Master of Fine Arts
Margaret Ann Dewhirst
Marley Elyse Foster
Veronica Gaona
Wanda Pitschel Harding
Jamey Joseph Hart
Kathryn Elizabeth Lanier
Robert Darius Legans-Johnson
Virginia Lind Patterson
Samiria E. Percival 
Stephanie Dianne Spurgin
Linda Marie Williams

Moores School of Music

Master of Music
Jose Alberto Aponte Trujillo
Joshua Levi Arnoldy
Rosa Alicia Cole Avendano
Evan Daniel Cooper
Emmanuel Juan Cruz
Christine Cecilia Cummins
Sarah Margaret Dyer
Michelle Therese Girardot
Patty Holley
Ricardo Jimenez Montoya
Jeremy Larson
Sarah Marie Neal
Kristine Michelle Overman
Merit Rogge
James Lee Siarris
George Anthony Solis, Jr. 
Joel Trekell
Philip T. Wingfield

School of Theatre and Dance

Master of Fine Arts
Skye Bronfenbrenner

Chandler Grant Chastain
Jordan Elizabeth Crow
Robert Spencer Dooley
John Thomas Gereski
Avery Vonn Kenyatta
Bryan R. Moses
Lauren Senechal

BACHELOR DEGREES

School of Art

Bachelor of Arts

Art
Khalid Ibrahim Al-Alawi 3
DeAundria Nashae Ardoin 2
Monica Patricia Baylon 3
Juan Jesus Bonilla 2
Perata A. Bradley 3
Elijah Philip Caldwell
Osvaldo Carrillo
Kristina Dmytrivna Chubanova 3
Victoria A. Delgado 2
Jessica Do
Richard Joseph Fletcher 3
Briana L. Foreman
Jessica Grace Hardy 1
Sarahi A. Hernandez-Garza
Parker B. Konchalski 3
Savannah Renee Kornrumph
Rachel Elizabeth Lapierre
Brian S. Lin
Laura Lopez
Michelle Marin 3
Eduardo Alexander Moran
Lucy Thai Hien Nguyen 2
Jailine Dianna Pacheco
Faith Rachael Palmer
Jingxian Qi
Ignacio Eloy Sanchez
Mahboobeh Shahkarami
Daniel Akira Siwak
Jossue Valencia
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University of Houston
Kathrine G. McGovern College of the Arts

Commencement Ceremony

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearer (highest GPA)

Yunhui Wang 3
Corey Elle Webb
Jacqueline Wong
Mengqiao Xiong
Maya Alessandra Zamora
Xingtong Zhao 3
Margaret Zudock 3

Art History
Kaila Monina Cruz Bagadion 2
Madison Marshall
Jaime Obeso
Julia Anne Pittman 3
Jaelynn D. Walls 2

Bachelor of Fine Arts

Graphic Design
Sara Walid Dieb Alwagfi 1
Paloma J. Bond-Reading 1
Melissa Chaney
Regan C. Chen
Jodi-Ann Clarke
Santiago Cubillos 2
Nicole An Dinh 1
Paris C. Dowd 2
Samantha M. Farley 3
Jason Oswaldo Funes
Alexandra Nicole Hernandez 3
Garrett R. Hogue 2
Nguyen Thanh Yen Le 2
Stephanie Leal 1
Jilian Pearl McNulty
Hayley A. Nevot 3
Samantha Thi Nguyen 1
Tina Rita Raffoul 1, 4
Karen Victoria Luce Rix 1
Tiffany E. Robles 2
Cheney Shelton
Josiah Dodge Williams 1
Priska Mercedes Zegarra 3

Painting
Elizabeth Bomba-Bloom 1
Aaron T. Castro
Emily Marie Elkins 2

Amy Jo Johnson 3
Kenyatta Teaina Johnson
Melissa Medina 2
Madison Ashley Myers 2
Trisha N. Myers 1
Milla Syren Nygaard 3
Anne Barbara Pupo 3
Sierra Lew Schriefer
Bailey Celeste Serrano 2
Madelline Vicencio 2

Photography/Digital Media
Lisa Marie Bridges 1
Elizabeth Adriana Centeno 2
William Edmund Dickson-Brown 2
Megan Marie Elizabeth Gonzalez
Patrick L. Hubbard 2
Savannah C. Knight 3
Grace H. Lawson 2
Jarod P. Lewis 3
Gabriel Adam Montoya 3
Andrea Carina Negrete 1
Robin James North 1
Konrad Hubert Pawlikowski 2
Ricardo Sevilla 2
Trenton Calvin Teinert 2
Reginald Todd Tucker 1
Zitong Zhao

Sculpture
Danielle K. Edmunds
Amanda Marie Garcia 3
Nicolas Herrera 2
Brittany Michelle Warren 2

Moores School of Music

Bachelor of Arts

Music
Richard Dylan Denton
Miriam Ellen Green

Bachelor of Music

Applied Music
Adrienne Eileen Anaya 3

Travis A. Bartholome 1
Adriana Catherine Black 2
Adam Q. Boswell 3
Jake Alexander Buckner 1
Sara Cox 2
David K. Ferguson 2
Delainie Opal Xing Hendershot 2
Holly D. Knoch 2
John Reece Macdonald
Joshua D. Painter 1
Gabriella M. Rodriguez 1
Robert Michael Rosenfeld
Sarah Smythe Sohn 3
Julian Matthew Trinidad
Sunny Wimleem Weng
Daniel Thomas Westerfield 1
Taylor R. Wyatt

Music
Jordan Nabil Amara 3
Lillian Arnold 2
Lucas Martin Boyd 2
Nicholas C. Bretzke 2
Austin Brown
David E. Bruce
Ko Eun Choi 3
Ja’Lon Lavon Douglas 3
Laura Kristen Fickel 1
Stephanie Isabel Gabino 3
Gerardo Garcia 3
Mario Damian Garcia 2
Arthur Paul Gilligan 1
Tyler J. Hensley 3
Kylee Nichole Hill 3
James M. Hogan 1
Kolton S. Krueger 3
Elora Christine Lowe 3
Madeline P. McCoy 1
Nicole K. Meriano 3
Peyton M. Moseley
Melanie Dafne Pando 2
Makaela Danielle Pierce
Erin G. Rainer 1, 4
Joshua Dalina Sarmiento 3
Hannah Scott 1
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Garrett D. Shuping 2
Timothy J. Sinski 3
Chandler James Skinner 1, 4
George Allen Swann 3
Ivan E. Velasco
Madeleine Claire Virden 2
Alexei Wade 3
Hannah Weimer 2
Abigail Carson Zuniga 2

School of Theatre and Dance

Bachelor of Arts

Dance
Arcelia N. Jaramillo 3
Kathryn Darlene Jimenez 1
Daniela Isabel Macias 1, 4

Bachelor of Fine Arts

Dance
Delia Benedict 1, 4
Ninfa Ruby Leal

Theater
Alexander Gage Baker
Jason H. Barron 2
Brandon Lee Bravo 2
Matthew R. Bridges
Branson Lester Cobb 3
Olivia K. Dean 3
Rebecca L. Dominguez
Zoieanne H. Ellis 1
Roque R. Gonzalez
Karen P. Grentz 1
Christopher Alex Hernandez 2

Shelby Camille Kesler 2
Muhammad F. Khaerisman 3
Denise Daniela Marin 1
Audrey Rose Morabito 1
Corey James Nance
David Peter Obar 2
Victoria Elizabeth Posa 3
Melissa Ramos 2
Patrina Randolph 2
Daniel A. Regojo
Cortney Madison Rogers 1
Lexie Taylor Swanson 3
Alyssa A. Weise

University of Houston
Kathrine G. McGovern College of the Arts

Commencement Ceremony

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearer (highest GPA)
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Message from the Dean

Dear Spring 2021 graduates, 

Welcome to the Bauer Alumni family! You are now joining over 60,000 
Bauer alumni and over 300,000 UH alumni who have achieved the 
same milestone as you do today, for almost a century! 

You and your family must be extremely proud of this once-in-a-lifetime 
accomplishment, and of the personal discipline and commitment you 

have demonstrated alongside your academic capabilities to be at this prestigious point in 
your career. I personally commend you on this momentous achievement. Congratulations!!

You are graduating at a time when there is a considerable amount of change happening right 
now in our world. I know that you are prepared to enter the workforce as a leader who can 
help to navigate this post-pandemic new normal through collaboration, innovation, and 
creativity. You have already proven your resilience by overcoming obstacles presented in the 
last year to get to the finish line. 

As you know, the Bauer College is more than just an academic institution: Bauer transforms 
lives, forges lifelong friendships, and fosters student growth, both professionally and 
personally, throughout your life. As proud Bauer alumni, you have the resources to go 
forward with the necessary skills and knowledge to make a positive change in your 
community, your city, your state, your country, and even the world. Just be bold and 
resourceful! 

This graduation ceremony marks the beginning of a lifelong relationship with the Bauer 
College. The Bauer faculty and staff are proud to join your family and friends in celebrating 
this major achievement. 

On behalf of the Bauer faculty and staff, over 7,000 students and over 60,000 alumni 
worldwide, we look forward to learning about all your future successes. Make us all proud, 
and we look forward to hearing your achievements. 

Best wishes, and once again, CONGRATULATIONS!!! 

Paul A. Pavlou 
Dean 
Cullen Distinguished Chair
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University of Houston
C. T. Bauer College of Business

Commencement Ceremony 
Thursday, May 13, 2021, 10:00 a.m. 
TDECU Stadium

 PLATFORM PARTY PROCESSIONAL Moores School of Music

 NATIONAL ANTHEM Sarah Marie Neal 
  Master of Music Candidate

 CALL TO ORDER Praveen Kumar 
  Senior Associate Dean, Faculty Affairs

 WELCOME  Paul A. Pavlou 
  Dean 

 GREETINGS Renu Khator 
  President 

 PRESENTATION OF DEGREES HONORIS CAUSA Paula Myrick Short 
  Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES HONORIS CAUSA President Khator

 PRESENTATION OF ACADEMIC HONORS  Provost Short

 PRESENTATION OF DEGREE CANDIDATES Senior Associate Dean Kumar

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES  Provost Short

 CONCLUDING REMARKS Dean Pavlou

 ALMA MATER Moores School of Music Concert Chorale

 RECESSIONAL 
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Spring 2021 – Candidates for Graduation

Doctor of Philosophy
Mohammad Ghaderi 5

Essays in Empirical Asset Pricing and 
Macro-Finance
Faculty Advisors:  Dr. Kris Jacobs and 

Dr. Sang Byung Seo

Maria Rui Yi Ng 5
FOMO and the Consumer: Two 
Essays Examining an Antecedent and a 
Consequence of Fear of Missing Out
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Betsy Gelb

Executive Masters 
in Business 
Administration
Jason Edward Berrio 5, 6
Kathleen Marie Berryman 5
Jenna Delaney 5
Matthew James Englert 5
Brandon Keith Fore 5
Luis Hernandez 5
Syeda Maryam Rizvi
Andrew Taylor 5
Todd James Taylor
Lucas James Toutloff 5
Victor R. Vela 5

Master of Business 
Administration 
Reyna Gabriela Anzora
Jonah Ross Bergstein
Raquel Bermeo
Thai Pham Cao 5
Toan Q. Cao 5
Atreyi Chatterjee 5
Francisco Javier Cuevas
Connor Davies 5
Audrey Deleon
Julie Dubuisson 5
Amany Elraheb 5
Margarita Perez Frinsco 5
Jennifer Galeano

Mark B. Gerges
Cierra Harris
Justin Turner Harris
Austen Alexander Holley 5
Payam Honarpisheh
Zille Huma Humayun 5
Afrida Binte Jalil 5
Zachary Jannasch 5
Azaan Ashia Kayzer 5
Bram Kohlhausen
Rahul Kumar 5
Daniel Youngjoon Lee
Xiaoxu Samuel Li 5
Lydia C. Liou 5
Marine Taiba Françoise M. Bengue
Sarah Elizabeth Marin
Kelli Marie McBee 5
Christiano Soccol Molossi 5
Shahin A. Momin
Anees Noor
Charles Jeffrey Norton 5
Christine Ogechukwu Ofiwe
Vaibhave B. Patel 5
De’Andre Prescott
Gregory Rehm 5
Sarah J. Rokhsaz 5
David R. Rumford 5
Ramy Moaness Saleh
Edward Schultz
Jonathan Clifford Severance
Cassidy Staggers 5
Natchaya Suaysompol
Aamir Syed
Julie Marie Tate
Natasha Trilli 5
Jordan Wagstaff
Kimberly Nicole Weiderhold 5, 6
Ashley Renee Werner 5
Wesley W. Winn
Joshua Michael Zatopek
Randy Zhou

Master of Science  
in Accountancy 
Zachary Robert Adams
Saida Adaya 5
Hannah M. Ajrami 5
Amanda Lucia Alvarado 5
Brenda Alvarez Camarena 5
Danish Syed Arshad
Zakaria Ateyea
Linsey Adelaida Ayala
Ashlyn Brisbay
Giovanna Maria Cascia 5
Jose Cazares
Chien-Hui Chen
Yi Chen 5
Mervin S. Cherian 5
Kramer H. Cheung 5
Gloria Chow 5
Sophia Christine Crow 5
Liwei Deng 5
Jordan Alexis Diemer
Maritza Mariela Flores 5
Nicole Sheldon Foreman 5
Christina Gooch 5
Dalton R. Grubbs
Briana Nicole Harris 5
Deja Alexis Henderson 5
Colton Hendricks 5
Lada Heng 5
Quynh Ho 5
Emily Huang 5
Andrew S. Jaimes 5
Kiana Benisha Jenkins 5
Obumneke Judith Jiwuaku 5
Hyunsun Kang 5
Katherine Karakulko 5
Anastasiya A. Kurlyand 5
Vivian Hoai Le 5
Jada Lewis 5
Hector Mauricio Lopez 5
Jiaying Luo 5
Berenice Macias Ruiz

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude - 4 College Banner Bearer (highest GPA) - 5 Dean’s Award – 6 Outstanding Master Graduate

University of Houston
C. T. Bauer College of Business
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University of Houston
C. T. Bauer College of Business

Joseph Gabriel Malcaba 5
Reeba Mathew
Ashley Lynn McGrew 5
Paul M. McNeely 5
Hoorain Momin 5
Nyla K. Momin 5
Zach Moreno 5
Emily Barbara Anne Myers
Alexander K. Nguyen 5
Christine Nguyen 5, 6
Nicolas Noguera Duque 5
Amreen Ali Noorani 5
Zhaniya Nurseiit 5
Christine Joseph Perez Onia
Tao Oulman 5
Inaara Shamsuddin Panjwani 5
YoungSam Park 5
Anthony Viet Pham 5
Hoang Quynh Huong Pham
Edward Phan 5
Michael Anthony Randall 5
Maldini Chi Sakah 5
Luis Fernando Salazar 5
Stephen Andres Sandoval 5
Sloane Amanda Scharnold
Hans-Jacob Rudolf Schenkel
Ajay Shah
Shanzeh Shah 5
Sara Sharma 5
Preetkanwar Singh
Anna Patricia Soto
John Kevin Tan
Vicky Huiyu Tang 5
Dazmine Marie Thomas
Melissa Ann Trowbridge 
Tanha Uddin 5
Konstantinos Vogiatzis 5
Tanner A. Wachel 5
David. A. Waters
Logan J. Welsch 5
Xingxing Xie
Elise Yelton 5
Hongfeng Zhu 5
Wenye Zou 5

Master of Science  
in Business Analytics 
Melany Liset Jimenez Lopez 5
Lihong Li
Milan Mahesh Patel
Arjun Sareen 
Sahitya Shashi Theertha 5, 6
Yanhua Zhu 5

Master of Science  
in Finance 
Brandon Loren Erdman
Omotola T. Fakunle
Sang Min Lee 5
Noe L. Rodriguez, III
Carter Joseph Schmid
Gideon Y. Tegene
Zachary Aaron Wright 5

Master of Science 
in Global Energy 
Management 
Diem Khanh Phuong Bunting 6

Master of Science 
in Management and 
Leadership 
Matthew Cole
Blake Miles Contreras 5
Gabriela Perez-Hunt 5, 6
Matthew Silvas 5
Deionnte Taylor 5

Master of Science 
in Management 
Information Systems
Akinola Akinlawon 5
Franklin Junay Lemus 5
Stacey Terrell Hood 5, 6
Hoang Viet To 5

Master of Science  
in Marketing
Melissa Reinalda Careaga Quesada 5
Lucia E. Cerritos 5
Bugsy Chiu 5, 6
Frank Fernandez
Valery Garza 5
Yang Hu 5
Halli Iman Jolly
Christina Foster Land 5
Yaneska Daniela Mejia 
Omolola Oloko
Nicholas J. Ortiz
Christopher Allen Penson
Nicolas Reyes 5
Russell Lionel Ross 5
Ashley Smith 5
Srisanvitha Sridhar 5
Micah Stalarow
Jackie Todd
Ashlyn Weiner 5
Jayne Zhi Qi Yeo 5

Master of Science 
in Supply Chain 
Management
Ife Oyinmesidor Bob-Nabena
Burcu Duman
Anyi Lisseth Guevara Meneses 5
Shabnum Khan 5, 6
Cameron Donald Kubacki
Jonathan Drew Light
Jose Noe Longoria II 5
Lauryn Manning
Thomas Vellapally
Irina Zabolotnaya 5
Weijie Zhu 5

Bachelor of Business 
Administration
Sammy Abdul Abbas 
Isiaka Adetona Abejide 
Samuel T. Abraham 1

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude - 4 College Banner Bearer (highest GPA) - 5 Dean’s Award – 6 Outstanding Master Graduate
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Nadia Motee Abunima 
Andres Acevedo 3
Jared Alan Ackerman 
Bryant G. Acosta 3
Mahnoor Adnan 
Maggie Agar Michener 3
Maria Aftab Ahmed 2
Syed Bilal Ahmed 1
Hina Sohail Akbar 1
Rimsha Akber 3
Rammy Adnan Akel 2
Jazlyn M. Alanis 
Tizoc Alarcon 
Karen Alaskary 1
Alan P. Albarran 3
Adam J. Alexander 3
Guadalupe Alfaro 1
Miguel Angel Alfaro 
Ghassan Mosa Khudhair Alhasnawi 
Maliha I. Alhorainy 
Alishan Ali 2
Arshi I. Ali 1
Daniel Syed Ali 1
Daniyal Yasir Ali 1
Sahil Amir Ali 2
Shazim Ali 1
Sheryar Ali 2
Sobia Ali 2
Salman Al-Luqman 1
Anakaren Almaguer 1
Ari Almassi 
Edras Daniel Alvarado 1
Tereza Guadalupe Alvarado Pineda 3
Alicia Alvarez 
Esthefany Paola Alvarez Padilla 2
Marisabel Alvizo 
Sarah N. Aly 2
Lisa Margarita Arana 
Angelica Y. Ariza Rios 1
Cynthia Johanna Arroyo 3
George Asare-Frimpong 2
Sidra A. Aslam 1
Jose Luis Astrain 
Rosa M. Atkinson 2
Noah Alexander Aumann 

Jerry Aviles 2
Arman Morteza Azimi 
Amber A. Badarpura 
Munir M. Badarpura 2
Jeremy N. Baiden 
Bethanie Anne Baker 2
John Ball 
Victoria Belen Baltazar 
Kate Lynn Banwell 2
Pierre-Paul Robert Baradat-Liro 
Sintia Paloa Barragan 
Joshua Ramon Barreda 
David Barreiro 3
Diana Barron Reyes 
Afrah Bashir 3
Anusha F. Basra 1
Lelise Hiko Bato 
Abyalew Bayu 
Kenneth F. Beasley 
Lauren Taylor Bell 2
Thomas A. Bello 
Vanessa Bello 
Abla Belmejdoub 
Faviola Belmontes 
Rivan John Bennevendo 
Samantha Gabrielle Berberian 
Benjamin Bernhard Berendson Canant 3
Akrem S. Berhanu 2
Issam Bernawi 
Viraj S. Bhakta 3
Saurav Bhandari 1
Nusret N. Bhatti 2
Erfan Afaz Bhuiyan 2
Jaeidul Karim Bhuiyan 2
Eric Bitar 3
Xavier Blanco 
Thomas Andrew Bland 3
Anastasiya Bokhonko 3
Bailey Christine Borne 
Trent Alexander Boyance 
Jayson Alan Bradley 2
Eric Braswell, Jr. 
Anthony Edward Brookbank 
Kathryn Elizabeth Brown 
Zionah Ajah Browne 2

David Buenrostro, Jr. 
Casey Buffington 
Brian Bui 2
Hai Dang Bui 2
James P. Bui 1
Sophia Bui 3
Thien-Thomas T. Bui 3
Shazdeh Bukhari 2
Jamie N. Bull 2
Alexandra Burgos 
Makayla R. Byrne-Beard 
Michael Anthony Caballero 3
Henry Junior Calle 2
Nancy Calles 
Jorge A. Campos-Cuevas 
Jason Giovanni Canales 2
Roy Cantu, Jr. 
Fanny Cao 1
Julian Cao 
Oanh Thi Hoang Cao 2
Alyssa M. Capino 2
Amy Esmeralda Cardenas 
Jacob Carmona 3
Edgar A. Carrillo 
Monica Marie Carrillo 1
Davis Carver 2
Clarissa Nicole Casas 1
Lizbeth Casiano 
Helen Casillas Gaona 
Joshua A. Cass 2
Andrew Ray Castillo 
Brenda C. Castillo 
Miguel A. Castorena 1
Maria Camila Catano 
Paola Karina Cavazos 
Jonathan J. Centner 
Ryan G. Chahda 1
Zenab Chahine Chahine 
Diana Alexandra Chairez 
Jonathan W. Chan 2
Tzu-Ying Chan 1
Aman Chander 
Emily S. Chao 
Tiffany Chau 3
Kartikay Chaudhary 3

University of Houston
C. T. Bauer College of Business

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude - 4 College Banner Bearer (highest GPA) - 5 Dean’s Award – 6 Outstanding Master Graduate
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Mohammed S. Chaudhry 2
Pedro S. Chavez 1
Binyi Chen 
Dongyuan Chen 3
Warisha Chisty 2
Samihah Chowdhury 1
Andison Tang Chung 
James A. Clancy 3
Colby D. Clem 3
Donnie Anthony Colbert 
Blake Robert Collins 3
Kaitlyn M. Conerly 
Jennifer C. Contreras 
Nerissa Mariel Contreras 
Ellen Elizabeth Cook 2
Destinee D. Cordova 
Katia Cordova 
Jennifer Marleny Cornejo-Benitez 
Kevin J. Cortez 2
Tessa Cotera 2
Griffin M. Cotner 2
Omar Coward, Jr. 
Valerie Craff 2
Shane McIntyre Creamer 
Brandon T. Crowley 2
Alondra Daniella Cruz 3
Tania Cruz 2
Angel J. Cuevas Ramirez 3
Viola N. Dagher 2
Beau Alexander Dahlman 
Stella Dang 2
Khoa Dang Dao 1
Thanh Thien Dao 1
Dillon Paul De Beer 
Gabriel De La Puente 2
Mikayla De Los Santos 
Alejandro De Santiago 
Dalton J. Defreitas 2
Destiny Celeste Delacruz 
Alexander Deleon 
Bianca M. Delgado 3
Jai A. Deshpande 2
Safeer A. Dhuka 1
Ousmane Diack 
Paola Diaz 

Ramatoulaye Dieng 3
Manuel Dimas 3
Nhu Quynh Thuy Dinh 
Kyle D. Dishongh 
Duyen Hoang Phuong Do 2
Thanh Do 1
Katherine Doan 3
Lori Christine Dodge 
Whitney S. Dokes 3
Patria Douge 2
Garrett W. Dowell 
Tomer Evans Downing 3
Amanda N. Dpulos 3
Amber Duarte 2
Patrick Chance Duffy 1
Jennifer Duong 2
Jimmy Duong 2
Thanh Thi Thanh Duong 
Matthew John Dupuy 
Sarah M. Durrani 
Adam C. Dye 3
Kierstan Lynn Echhade 
Fallon M. Egan 
Ralph George Eid 1
Yassir El Maghraoui 
Zeina Imad Elabbasi 
Hannah Elias 
Nathan J. Elliott 1
Caitlyn Holly Ellis 
Yousif Tawfik El-Samman 3
Yasmine Elshahawi 3
Adam Elsner 
Patrick A. Eng 
Giovanna V. Enriquez 2
Ryan A. Eshelman 1
Zenon Espinoza 2
Mehlum Essa 2
John Allen Everett 2
Brianna Fajohn 
Iryna Falyk 3
Salman M. Farooqui 1
Aasia Saba Fatima 
Kargen M. Fei 1
Andy Fernandezdelara 3
Graeme Sagan Fink 

Nathaniel Ampig Flamiano 
Carolina Flores 3
Christopher Flores 
Kelly D. Flores 
Leonela Flores 3
Vanessa Flores 3
Jessica C. Flygare 
Holly M. Frank 
Chandler Grayson Franks 
Tariq Terrell Freeny 
Lucero Frias 
Zachary Rashad Ezekiel Fulce 2
Melton Zachary Fuller 2
Gilbert P. Funes 2
Kevin Fung 
Chandler Reid Gachman 3
Valentina I. Gajardo 
Belinda W. Gallegos 2
Ashton J. Galley 2
Andrew Allen Galloway 
Yohana Galvan 3
Crystal A. Gamboa 2
Elisha L. Gambrell 
Alexis Ali Garcia 
Andres Daniel Garcia 1
Armando Alexander Garcia 3
Benjamin Thomas Garcia 
James Garcia 
Martin Garcia 2
Romelia Lizeth Garcia Rivera 
Lauren M. Garon 
Adam Dean Garza 
Alejandro Garza 3
Angelica L. Garza 
Leslie Garza 2
Michael David Garza 2
Dawson L. Gaudette 3
Daniel B. Gaw 3
Grace E. Gay 2
Josenique Lashawn Gerard 
Nehmat Nadine Ghalayini 2
Nizar Ghobar 1
Gregg Gaetano Giordano 3
Lesley Alejandra Giraldo Ortega 2
Kyle D. Glenn 

University of Houston
C. T. Bauer College of Business

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude - 4 College Banner Bearer (highest GPA) - 5 Dean’s Award – 6 Outstanding Master Graduate
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Matthew Gobert II 
Moises V. Godoy 1
Bhavana Gollapudi 3
Ryan P. Gonzales 
Alexis Gonzalez 2
Johnatan Gabriel Gonzalez 
Justin A. Gonzalez 3
Luis Lauro Gonzalez 3
Natalia Gonzalez 1
Pedro A. Gonzalez 
Veronica Gonzalez 3
Andrea Gonzalez-Gamba 
William C. Goolsby 
Joshua Daniel Gorgy 2
Francisco Granados 
Garrett R. Grassau 1
Sai P. Gudapati 1
Dominic McKay Guerra 1
Sofia Elizabeth Guerra 
Marian Guerrero Castano 1
Daniel Jesus Guevara 1
Francisco Guevara 
Madison Guillory 
Jeffrey Thomas Gunther 
Ziyi Guo 3
Sonia N. Gupta 
Surbhi Gupta 3
Marquise Darrell Guss 
Kaelynn Marie Guzman 
Kimberly Renee Haines 
Ryan Kristopher Halderman 
Ibrahim Hamad 2
Hasib S. Hamdi 3
Myles Hampton-Arvie 
Nicholas Blessing Handisen 3
James Smith Hartland 
Haley Alisa Hartsaw 
Syed Abshar Hussain Hashmi 1
Karina Auxiliadora Hayn 3
Yu He 3
Joel David Henriquez 3
Arely Hernandez 2
Carmen Irasema Hernandez 
Dariela Hernandez 
Guillermo Hernandez 

Jorge Eduardo Hernandez 
Kimberly Hernandez 
Marlene Hernandez 
Gerardo Josue Hernandez Romero 
Nada Hijazi 2
Madeleine Alyce Hiller 2
Sumair S. Hirani 
Britney Trinh Hoang 3
Chu D. Hoang 3
Michael V. Hoang 3
Tina Hoang 1
Cameron Mario Hollowell 
Jolie Hong 
Sarah N. Howe 1
Yingmin Hu 1
Kevin Huang 
Ethan Merced Huber-Garcia 
Aaron M. Hudgens 3
Alex A. Huffman 2
Henry Randolph Hughey 1
Ara Hunt 
Zaid J. Hussein 
Cassidy Cat-Anh Huynh 3
Hoa Ngoc Huynh 1
Jacob Bo Huynh 
Phuc Kim Huynh 2
Tam Trong Huynh 3
Y. Thien Huynh 3
Alishah Tahir Idrees 
Imara Inayatali 2
Christopher Ryan Ingram 
Hamza A. Jabbar 3
Brett Jackson 
Sara N. Jackson 
Shoun Abraham Jacob 2
Diana M. Jaimes 3
Yusra A. Jamal 
Sydney Suzanne Jamison 1
Jennifer A. Jimenez 
Nathan G. Jimenez 
Maria Gabriela Jimenez Peon 2
Andrea Megan Johnson 
Garrick Andre Johnson 
Jasmine Janae Johnson 
Stanley Johnson 1

Asa Chanell Jones 
Haven Jones 
Abigail Alemayehu Joseph 1
Carlos Alexis Juarez 3
Michelle Juarez 
Ali I. Kachmar 
Zaeem Murtaza Kadiwala 1
Housna Kadrie 3
William Jonathan Kahney 1
Nayab Kamal 
Rashid Kamal 1
Ali Kamandar 
Raya Ayser Kanaan 1
Sarah Karani 3
Daniel Karimaghaee 
Alim Karowadia 2
Shahyan Inayatali Karowadiya 1
Prinka Kaur 2
Lydia Kawazoe 3
Krislyn A. Kayworth 
Taha Asadullah Kazi 
Syed Arsalan Kazmi 
Shubhangi Kedia 2
Austin Sinclair Keel 3
Muhammad Hamad Kehar 3
Hufsa Khalid 2
Muhammad Mustafa Khalid 
Taha Khalid 3
Dana Khalifeh 
Ali Mumtaz Khan 2
Amna B. Khan 
Haaris Yusafi Khan 2
Laiba Khan 1
Masood Saleem Khan 3
Waris L. Khan 
Mikail Khandwala 
Reza Ray Khavari 3
Saad Khawaja 1
Zaid Khawaja 1
Vivian Khuat 3
Hannah N. Kidd 2
Colton F.. Killian 3
Jean Kim 
Jocelyn M. Klayme 
Brooke Alysse Knight 2

University of Houston
C. T. Bauer College of Business

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude - 4 College Banner Bearer (highest GPA) - 5 Dean’s Award – 6 Outstanding Master Graduate
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Edward G. Koeppe 
Noah H. Kopesky 1
Kendall Marie Kowen 2
Allyson L. Kryk 3
Geo Thomas Kuzhippil 
Arkin A. La 1
Chloe Kristen Lacy 3
Melissa Ann Land 
Chad Gregory Langston 
Stephanie Michelle Lara 1
Dao Thi Hong Le 1
Duy Le 1
Hien T. Le 
Loc Dai Le 1
Mimi Thanh Le 2
Tien Son My Le 2
Tommy T. Le 3
Cinthia L. Leal 3
Alexander Kyerae Lee 
Darren Kwun-Loc Lee 3
Karin Sophie Leiva Hilzinger 3
Daniel R. Leveron 2
Hazel Li 
Jiamei Li 1
Joanna N. Li 1
Cameron Reece Liddell 
Blazek N. Lidgett 3
Sean Liu 3
Andrea Alexandra Lock 
Aileen Loera 
Zachary Long 
Bridgette N. Lopez 
Crystal Lopez 3
Janeth Lopez 
Kaitlyn Leigh Lopez 3
Marcos Lopez 
Marilyn Abigail Lopez 
Natalia A. Lopez 
Xavier Alejandro Lopez 3
Valeria A. Lopez Serna 
Nycolas Ryan Loredo 
Amanda Alene Lozano 
Stephanie Rose Lozano 
Yingming Lu 2
Lily Li Luo 2

Christine Tu Van Luu 1
Phuc Thien Ly 1
Darcy Claire Lysaght 0
Jessica Macedo 2
Ariadna Machuca-Luqueno 
Ali Asad Macknojia 
Andrea Alejandra Madrid 2
Ashriel Krianne Magalong 
Faryal Mobeen Mahmood 2
Inara Zafar Mahmood 3
Wara Maknojia 1
Salma Maldonado 3
Omar K. Malhi 3
Brett T. Malroy 1
Arij Moiz Manasia 2
Feras Mansi 
Mark P. Manuel 
Sheron Maredia 
Muneer M. Marediya 1
Husna Marfani 3
Celeste Marie Marmolejo 1
Marissa Isabel Marrero 3
Brett Edward Marshall 3
Kaleb S. Martin 3
Ivan Esau Martinez 
Melissa Martinez 3
Nicholas A. Martinez 
Paulina Martinez 3
Ruben G. Martinez 3
Vanessa Martinez 
Yolanda E. Martin-Mora 2
Tatiana Vanessa Martir 
Gregory Massarini 1
Brittany Amber Mata 
Sharon M. Mathew 3
Chloe G. Matta 
Colton Brently Mattinson 3
Ulysses Adolfo Mayo 2
Yannick Martial Mbengue Tchoukeu 
Christopher James McCauley 
Bailey Ann McClish 
Dax Montgomery McKee 3
Christopher Thomas McKenzie 
Trenton S. McMeans 3
John B. McMillan 3

Marina Clare Meche 1
Miguel Giovanni Mediato 3
Amir Reza Mehra 1
Sohit Mehta 
Dalton K. Meisner 
Jennifer Melendez 
Liliana G. Mello 
Luis Alberto Mendez 2
Andrea Mendoza 
Martin Mandujano Mendoza 2
Edgar Mercado 1
Mason Daniel Mercado 
Jamie Tate Meyers 2
Anna Leonidivna Mihova 2
Talia Del Carmen Milan Laffita 2
Anthony T. Miller 
Aaron G. Miller-Schumach 
Carly C. Miranda 
Akane Mishima 1
Jay Bishan Misra 1
Chandni Mistry 3
Hiral M. Mistry 
Surina Mistry 
Jared Alexander Mitchell 2
Shriya R. Modi 1
Ain-Ul-Shifa Zahir Momin 1
Armaan Akbarali Momin 3
Arsh Nizar Momin 2
Neha Momin 2
Zill Rahemtulla Momin 1
Ziyan Barkatali Momin 
Alex Mondragon 
Arnold J. Monge 2
Dulce Guadalupe Monzon 
Kevin Moore 1
Lorena Jorge Moraes 3
Emelia Laura Morales 3
Kenneth Steven Morales 2
Sonia Morales 
Francisco Moreno 
Jazmin I. Moreno 3
Adrian Alberto Moreno Carranza 
Renata Moreno Ponce 2
Decorian D. Morgan 
Nicole Morin 3

University of Houston
C. T. Bauer College of Business

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude - 4 College Banner Bearer (highest GPA) - 5 Dean’s Award – 6 Outstanding Master Graduate
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Abdul-Rahman Mostafa 2
Mahira Sundas Motawala 
Haihong Mu 1
Ellison K. Mudanza 1
Caleb J. Muirhead 3
Conner R. Mullins 2
Angel Jonathan Muniz 3
Luis Muñoz 
Sachi Munshi 
Kalista Monee Murillo 
Courtney Rose Murphy 1
Rahul Murthy 2
Rajesh K. Murti 1
Ryan L. Muy 
Emily Myers 
Jeth Dylan E. Nacino 
Mohammed M. Naqvi 2
Danielle A. Nasser 1
Alan Nava 2
Edward Nava 3
Jeronimo Junior Navarrete 2
Giovanni Navarro 
Erika Neal 
Haley C. Netanel 
Sang Ngo 2
Albert T. Nguyen 2
Allison T. Nguyen 3
An Vu Thien Nguyen 1
Dominic Phu Nguyen 
Dustin Nguyen 3
Eric P. Nguyen 
Gina H. Nguyen 
Hung H. Nguyen 3
Janice N. Nguyen 2
Jessica Thuy Van Nguyen 2
Katherine Nguyen 2
Kevin D. Nguyen 
Linda Nguyen 2
Linh Ngoc Nguyen 
Nancy Quynh Nguyen 
Phuong Dinh Nam Nguyen 3
Thomas H. Nguyen 1
Thuy Thi Ngan Nguyen 
Toan Nguyen 
Tommy Tuan Nguyen 2

Tran Hong Nguyen 2
Valerie Nguyen 1
Vu Huy Nguyen 1
Bo Nie 2
Manae Elise Niebauer 
Phillip C. Niemann 
Lema Noor 
Ishtiaq Alam Noor Rafi 
Rizna S. Noorani 1
Justin T. Norman 
Travis Numa 
Tobenna Curtis Nwokedi 2
Daniela Obregon 1
Kenia Gizeh Ochoa 
Louis Ikechukwu Ogbogu 3
Chiamaka Ginika Okeke 
Micah Olsen 1
Skye L. Olson 
Alba-Elena Omalley 2
Temitope Omobola Onatoye 
Brittany Chioma Onwenu 
Sandra Oriaku Chinonye 1
Belyzenia J. Ortiz 
Christine N. Osakwe 3
Jose E. Palma 
Justin Occena Panganiban 
Adam Panjwani 3
Bisma Parekh 3
Mansi S. Parikh 1
Sagar Parikh 2
Khushboo Parmar 
Danalila Pasumarti 
Anjali Mahesh Patel 3
Bhavin Patel 2
Hari G. Patel 2
Mohmed Patel 2
Paulic G. Patel 3
Rahul M. Patel 2
Rikhil Patel 2
Ruhi R. Patel 1
Ryan Sunil Patel 1
Shivani Paresh Patel 2
Tanisha Satiskumar Patel 3
Usman A. Patel 1
Viveka Patel 

Nicholas Andres Patino 
Tiffani Elise Patrick 3
Sterling Russell Paulsen 2
Irving Ricardo Pazmino 
Christian Jessica Nicole Peek 3
Ximena Pelaez Gonzalez 
Javier Pena 
Mariah Dominique Pena 3
Natalia Perdomo 2
Elizabeth Guadalupe Perez 2
Emmanuel Perez 
Jason Alex Perez 1
Oscar Perez 
Patricia Lysandra Perez 
Raymond Perez 3
Tyler Bruce Petty 
Christina N. Pham 1
Mia Pham 2
Phillip Phuc Pham 3
Connor Gregory Phillips 
Joel P. Phillips 2
Ryan J. Phillips 
Jimmy Thien Phung 3
Krystal Picaz 2
Kheemata Pickens 
Silas Labradford Pinkney 3
Ruchir Sanjay Pipalia 1
Madeline A. Poche 3
Samantha Kimleang Pol 
Sara B. Polani 2
Saniya Parvez Polara 2
Alexa R. Potts 3
Steven Alistair Prentice 
Dasha Preston 2
Melonie Yvonne Price 3
Tyler Jeffery Pulkinen 2
Traceey B. Queen 
Francee Jeannet Quintanilla 2
Priscilla A. Quiroga 
Mohammad Athar Rab 2
Melody S.. Rahbari 3
Fahad Karim Rajabali 3
Tarun Ramachandra 2
Lizbeth Ramirez 3
Kevin Ramos 3

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude - 4 College Banner Bearer (highest GPA) - 5 Dean’s Award – 6 Outstanding Master Graduate
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Mercede Rose Ramos 3
Sandra Ramos 
Sangeetha Ranadeeve 1
Austin J. Ranly 2
Arun Kummamuri Rao 
Shayne Nicole N. Rasco 
Alexander Paul Ravesies 
Faris Mohammed Rawashdeh 
Alexander J. Reeves 2
Nicholas Scott Reeves 
Hera Rehman 
Garrett A. Reid 
Marissa K. Reilly 1
Michael A. Resendez 
Andres S. Reyes 1
Cassandra Abigail Reyes 3
Edwing Yohalmo Reyes 3
Jada Monae Rhodes 3
Thalia Savannah Rigney 2
Diana Marilyn Rivas 3
Luis A. Rivas 2
Kenneth G. Rivera 
Debbie Roberteau 
Miguel A. Robles 
Devan Rae Rodgers 
August Reuben Manuel Rodil 1
Zachary A. Rodman 3
Cristobal Rodriguez 
David Patrick Rodriguez 2
Emily Rodriguez 3
Olivia Rodriguez 2
Eva Lidia Rodriguez Mojica 3
Andre P. Roesmaladi 2
Senja Elena Binti Rohaizad 1
Kaleigh Roitsch 3
Daniela Rojas 
Henry Romero 
Emilio Romeu-Rodriguez 
Brianna Roque 
Morgan Taylor Rosas 3
Brandon Achee Rousseau 1
Ivonne Rubio 
Kennedy N. Runaas 
Meron Russom 2
Bijan Sabbaghi 

Malaika Sajid 1
Zayn Sakhiyani 
Kevin B. Salazar 
Yasmina Omar Saleh 3
Maria Salgado 
Martin Joseph Salinas 
Parmis Salmanian 3
Samer Atef Sammour 3
Roxanna Sanchez 3
Rabbia Azmat Sandhu 3
Alex Smith Santander Amador 3
Erin Nicole Sappington 1, 4
Jefferson L. Saquic 3
Wassem A. Sarakbi 2
Hunter Christian Saul 
Rhea Saxena 
Kayley R. Scherer 1
Zach Schmidt 2
Ibrahim Seedat 1
Stephanie Michelle Segovia 2
Farha Borai Ahmed Ibrahim Semary 1
Diana L. Serrano 1
Kazim Raza Shabbir 
Rasa Shah 3
Ellie Shahmoradi 
Ibrahim M. Shaikh 1
Ryan David Shaver 1
Shayan A. Sheikh 
Richard A. Shell 
Saineha Shetty 
Alexander D. Shilnikov 3
Janasia C. Shoulders 3
Fallon Marie Shreve 3
Eraj Siddiqui 3
Hamza Siddiqui 
Talha Siddiqui 
Emanuel Silva 
Paul Nicholas Silva 
Andre J. Simonian 3
Gurpreet Singh 3
Preet Paul Singh 
Deniz Can Sipahi 
Laila Darar Sleiman 1
Alexander Kai Smith 
Benjamin Smith 

Jordan Ashlynn Smith 
Nathan Blade Smith 1
Ikayani Soemampauw 3
Waleed S. Sohail 2
Benigno Solis 1
Heidy A. Sorto 
Daniel Flores Soto III 3
Miguel Angel Soto 3
Eric Soto Fernandez 3
Connor Lee Stanford 
Kareem William Steadman 
Tanner M. Stegall 
Cody Benjamin Steverson 1
Rahni C. Stewart 1
Taipeng Su 2
Annaliza Padilla Suerte 2
Jonathan Kenneth Sullivan 
Hasnain Hazrat Sunesara 2
My Ngoc Phuong Ta 
Yeris Joanna Talavera 
Michelle Lynn Tamez 1
Tanyakarn Tancharoen 
Isabella Marie Tapiador 3
Tam Tat 3
Claude Francine Tchigueu Chebou 3
Joel Teed 
William Ryan Tenpenny 3
Tammy S. Thach 2
Stephen Alexander Thallemer 2
Andrew S. Thetford 2
Landon K. Thomas 2
Noel Thomas 1
Kristin Marie Thompson 
Sokheng Angelina Thou 
Sittichai Thumchoo 3
Blythe Aaron Tollefsen 
Robert Gregory Arthur Torres 2
Alan Torres Villanueva 3
Orlando Tovar
An Le Binh Tran 2
Chau Le Thai Tran 2
Chloe Tran 3
Cindy Tran 
Grace Ngoc-Thu Tran 2
Kaitlyn M. Tran 1
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Michael Anthony Tran 3
Phung Tran 1
Phuong Tran 1
Theodoric Tran 2
Tiffany Tran 3
Tran V. Tran 2
Vincent Van Tran 2
Vivian Tran 3
Brandon Michael Treesh 
Alexandra Trevino 1
David Anthony Trevino 3
Juan Trivino Espitia 3
Linh Hoang My Truong 2
Pam Truong 3
Stephen Thanh-Gia Truong 2
Thao Ngoc Thanh Truong 2
Kristine Faith Cuntapay Ubina 
Mudassir Uddin 2
Phisut Uiprasertwattana 1
Isabel Uribe 3
Kariethna Isabel Urquieta 2
Ifeanyichukwu M. Uzowihe 1
Adilene Valdez 
Diojani Carolina Valle Siu 2
Connie Van 1
Mai Vang 2
John Jack Varcados 

Henry Calvin Vaughan 2
Ashley J. Vazquez 
Edna Edysa Vazquez 1
Octavio Vazquez 
Elkin Danilo Velasquez 3
Lindsey Denise Villanueva 
Victor M. Villegas-Rojas 3
Lam Duy Vo 3
Melody Jia Ying Voo 3
Anthony K. Vu 1
Helen V. Vu 3
Nhan Vu 1
Phu Vu 
Sonya Vuong 
Anmol Walia 1
Dustin Don Walker 
Morgan Erin Walker 
Mikayla Lynn Wallace 3
Paige Wallis 3
Alyssa Morgan Walsh 
Daxin Wang 
Elena Camille Ward 2
Jesse Ward 
Cameron Elijah Watson 
Alec M. Wechsler 
Dylan Andrew Wells 1
Cristian Alexander Welsh 

Carlie Anne Weydert 3
Austin Green Wiggins 1
Kori Deann Wiley 
Kristen Taylor Wille 1
Timothy A. Willett 1
Mason Lee Williams 
Rachel E. Williams 2
Clayton Willis 3
Kimberly A. Wilson 3
Brandon L. Wong 
Jonathan Lee Woods 
Wilson Wu 1
Binbin Yan 
Alina Mariet Yanez 
Mohammad Asfand Yar 
Gerardo Yee 3
Sheen Ling Yeo 1
Sami Youssef Agha 
Anthony Joseph Zabkiewicz 
Syed Yasoob Mehdi Zaidi 
Tajwar Zaidi 2
Andrea Zambrano 
Johnny Jesse Zarate 
Lisa Zhu 3
Adam Joseph Zientek 
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Summer 2021 – Candidates for Graduation

Doctor of Philosophy
Mohsen Pourmasoudi 5

Essays on Selling and Sales Incentives
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michael Ahearne 

Executive Masters 
in Business 
Administration
Juan Felipe Arce 5
Anjali Bhangay 5
Irma Gladis Brillantes 5
Michael Eric Boulet 5
Shaila Lalani 5

Master of Business 
Administration 
Khosro Alizadeh 5
Justyn G. Gaddis 5
Tanuj Khanna 
Yasir Waqas Shaikh 5
Azamat Shapakov 5
Michael Leon Smith, Jr. 5

Master of Science  
in Accountancy 
Jose Alberto Flores 5
Trang Thi Hoang 5
Jaspreet Kaur 5
Rustin Nejad 5
Kayden Nguyen 5
Linh Hai Phan 5
Yash Raghuwansi 5
RaShelle Shennay Raynor 5
Mahnoor Sohail Razzak 5
Anna Palermo 5
Vinh Quang Thieu
Ashley Vasquez 5
Kathryn Vien 5
Patrick Jimmy Yee 5

Master of Science  
in Management  
and Leadership 
Alicia Nicole Green 

Master of Science 
in Management 
Information Systems
Nahal Shoukat 5

Master of Science  
in Marketing
Rachel Diana Clarke 5
Pooja Goswami 5
Kainat Iqbal 5
Emal Khan 5
May Kieu Tran 5

Bachelor of Business 
Administration
Carla N. Abousaab 
Adam H. Abusnineh 1
Abraham S. Alame 2
Bilal Ameen 1
Erin Octavia Anthony 
Franklin Alex Ardon 
Ovais Abdul Basit Badat 
Rodrigo M. Braz 2
Brice S. Collier 
Claudia Catarina Antonio Cuanga 2
Mark Damian 
Nam Dang 
Ernesto Delgado 
Tyler Neal Dixon 
Hunter Aaron Domec 
Nicholas Shane Dowdle 
Pilar Lourdes Emiliani 3
Veronica Flores 3
Sohil Gandhi 2
Ethan David Gant 2
Elisandra Garcia 
Sarah Michelle Garcia 

Mirna Susana Garcia Amezcua 1
Julian Gomez Marino 
Briana N. Gonzalez 
Allison Eva Gudalj 
Dylan Hartley 
Erika Herrera 
Verónica Herrera 2
Jerel K. Jacob 
Shahbaz S. Khowja 
Jonathan Lee 
Elliott Gayle Lege 
Sean Levy 2
Na Lyu 
Menuka Mahat Baniya 
Anjuli Isabel Martinez 3
Hildamar Martinez 1
Gabriela V. Mata 
Takia Mcafee 
Serena R. Mejstedt 
Shelton Lee Muckleroy 1
Shiza W. Mundia 2
Amarachi Nkem Okoro 2
Damilola Samuel Oshungbohun 
Duong Thi Thuy Pham 1
Sherwin S. Philip 3
Karli Ripkowski 3
Ehmry Quinn Ritsco 2
Oscar Alejandro Rodriguez 
Sebastian Maxim Rodriguez 1
George Salinas 2
Anayeli Salinas Flores 
Noah Gilbert Daniel Sanchez 
Tori L. Schwamkrug 
Jake Scrutchin 2
Tiffany Rose Selph 2
Simra Shahid 2
Moulika Somaroutu 
Destiny Marie Tamez 
Lucas Tanner 1
Raesa Tarique 1
Angel Gabriel Tirado 2
Areeba Asif Zahir 
Haotian Zhang 
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Message from the Dean

Dear Graduates,

Congratulations on this milestone in your academic journey! On behalf 
of the faculty and staff in the College of Education, we applaud your 
dedication to dreaming big, working hard and earning your degree. 
We are proud of your success and hope you reflect fondly on the 
knowledge you’ve gained and the memories you’ve made. Welcome to 
the Forever Coog family!

As a member of the Class of 2021, you hold a special place in history. You have persisted 
through an incredibly challenging time amid the COVID-19 pandemic and have stayed the 
course to meet your goal. From First Lecture in the fall through Commencement today, you 
have demonstrated remarkable resilience.

Now, you are ready to take the next step on your professional path. Walk with confidence, 
but don’t be afraid to ask for help. Embrace empathy, empower others and never stop 
learning. I hope you will continue to fulfill the College’s mission to end inequities in 
education and health.

I look forward to seeing your impact in the community, through teaching, leadership, 
health promotion, counseling, research and more. I’m confident you will transform lives in 
Houston — and beyond.

The Coog network is strong, and you join more than 35,000 alumni from the College of 
Education. As a fellow alumnus, I encourage you to stay involved. There are multiple ways 
to give back, including supporting scholarships to help future students succeed. Many of you 
are the first in your families to graduate from college, and you have the power to inspire the 
next generation.

Thank you for choosing the College of Education. You are the pride.

I invite you to keep connected at uh.edu/education. Go Coogs!

Onward,

Robert H. McPherson, Ph.D. 
Dean 
Elizabeth D. Rockwell Endowed Dean’s Chair
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Commencement Ceremony 
Tuesday, May 18, 2021, 10 a.m. 
TDECU Stadium

 PLATFORM PARTY PROCESSIONAL Moores School of Music

 NATIONAL ANTHEM  Sarah Marie Neal 
  Master of Music Candidate

 CALL TO ORDER Robert McPherson 
  Dean and Professor 
  Elizabeth D. Rockwell Endowed Dean’s Chair

 WELCOME Dean McPherson

 RECOGNITION OF PLATFORM PARTY Dean McPherson 
 AND BOARD OF REGENTS 

 GREETINGS Renu Khator 
  President

 GREETINGS FROM THE UH SYSTEM The Honorable Alvaro De la Cruz, Jr. 
 BOARD OF REGENTS Member

 PRESENTATION OF DEGREE HONORIS CAUSA Dean McPherson

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREE HONORIS CAUSA President Khator

 RECOGNITION OF ROTC STUDENTS,  Dean McPherson 
 ACADEMIC HONORS AND OTHER AWARDS 

 PRESENTATION OF ACADEMIC HONORS Dean McPherson 
 AND DEGREE CANDIDATES 

 DOCTORAL, MASTER’S Dean McPherson 
 AND BACHELOR’S CANDIDATES 

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES President Khator

 CLOSING REMARKS Dean McPherson

 ALMA MATER Moores School of Music Concert Chorale

 RECESSIONAL 
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University of Houston
College of Education

Commencement Ceremony 

Spring 2021 – Graduates

Doctor of Education

Curriculum and Instruction
Jimmesia L. Bolden

The Influence of Culturally Inclusive 
Literature on the Academic Progression 
of Black Adolescent Boys
Advisor: Dr. Laveria Hutchison

Deidre L. Brooks
Early Childhood Teachers’ Perspectives 
on the Integration of Technology within 
Their Classrooms
Advisor: Dr. Margaret Hale

Morgan Davies
Successful Systems: Evaluating 
Educational Systems for the Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing Population
Advisor: Dr. Robert Hausmann

Sanaa A. Hamdan
Secondary Teachers’ Perceptions of 
Learning Management Systems and the 
Quality of Available Tools and Support
Advisor: Dr. Jennifer Chauvot

Khairunisa Moosa Hashmani
Active Learning Principals Can Impact 
Student Engagement in Dental Hygiene 
Institutions
Advisor: Dr. Robert Hausmann

Rita J. McClelland
Web-Based Reading and Writing 
Remediation Tools: A Case Study of 
Students’ Perceived Learning and 
Satisfaction
Advisor: Dr. Sara McNeil

Kristine F. Mccluskey
A Mixed-Method Cultural Assessment: 
High Reliability Characteristics in 
United States Pathology Residency and 
Pathologists’ Assistant Programs
Advisor: Dr. Robert Hausmann

Susan Ann McCoy
Relationships between the Length of the 
Course (Term), Collaboration, Social 
Presence, and Satisfaction among Rn-
Bsn Students in a Cohort-Based Online 
Environment
Advisor: Dr. Robert Hausmann

Iqbal Ratnani
Tension between Evidence-Based 
Medicine and Precision Medicine: A 
Barrier in Learning
Advisor: Dr. Sara McNeil

Saira Siddiqui
A Qualitative Study of Muslim Mothers’ 
Perceptions and Motivations to 
Homeschool
Advisor: Dr. Cameron White

Adrienne Linette Smith
Teacher Perceptions of Benefits, 
Values, Expectancies, and Costs for 
Implementation of District Technology 
Initiatives
Advisor: Dr. Mimi Lee

Mark Allan Spilman
An Instrumental Case Study: Examining 
the Impact of Coaching on Building 
Middle School Teacher Agency
Advisor: Dr. Laveria Hutchison

Crislyn K. Stokes-McDaniel
Individual and Organizational Factors 
Affecting Job Satisfaction and Turnover 
Intention Among Nursing Facility 
Administrators
Advisor: Dr. Robert Hausmann

Olympiayatta Washington-Pierre
Mental Illness and Neurological 
Disorders in Long Term Care: Certified 
Nursing Assistant Perception of Initial 
Training Program
Advisor: Dr. Robert Hausmann

Educational Leadership 
and Policy Studies
Sarah Elizabeth Brown

Employee Engagement and Predictors of 
Potential Teacher Turnover
Advisor: Dr. Virginia Snodgrass Rangel

Troy Collavo
The Impact of Task-Free Brain Breaks in 
the Middle School Setting as Perceived by 
Teachers
Advisor: Dr. Duncan Klussmann

Adela Flores
The Efficacy of Response to Intervention 
When Working with English Learners in 
Grades 3 - 5 in Closing the Achievement 
Gaps in Reading
Advisor: Dr. Kristi L. Santi

Mark Gregory Paul Fritzenschaft
Estimating the Impact of Professional 
Development on Novice Alternatively-
Certified Teachers
Advisor: Dr. Virginia Snodgrass Rangel

Rebecca Lisa Hernandez
The Effectiveness of Bilingual and English 
as a Second Language Programs
Advisor: Dr. Kristi L. Santi

Aysha Khemakhem
Towards Culturally Competent 
Educational Leaders: An Examination of 
the Development of Educational Leaders’ 
Cultural Intelligence in Educational 
Leadership Preparation Programs
Advisor: Dr. Virginia Snodgrass Rangel

Jose Enrique Lopez
Learning Experiences of Newcomer 
Latino Secondary English Learners
Advisor: Dr. Ruth López

Andrew Malcolm Maddocks
Recapture and the Performing Arts: 
Investigating the Relationship between 
the Texas Educational Finance System 
and the Opportunity Gap in Performing 
Arts Programs in Public School Districts
Advisor: Dr. Virginia Snodgrass Rangel

Matthew E. Mahony
Through the Looking Glass: Public 
Perceptions of Suburban Public Schools
Advisor: Dr. April Peters-Hawkins

Monica Lynn Curry Martens
Persistence to STEM Degree: How Does 
an Analysis of Self-Motivation and Study 
Behaviors of Freshmen Provide Insight 
into Past and Future Strategies to Retain 
Students?
Advisor: Dr. Jacqueline Hawkins
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Michael Angelo Ortiz
The Effect of Political Affiliation and 
Political Ideology Match/Mismatch 
Between High School Teachers and 
Students on Student Academic Outcomes
Advisor: Dr. Virginia Snodgrass Rangel

Brianna Nychole Robinson
Examining the Ability of Novice Teachers 
to Support the Needs of Students with 
Disabilities, Based on the Principals 
Survey for Novice Teachers
Advisor: Dr. Shawn Kent

Khayla Deann Sewell
An Examination of Classroom 
Management and Beginning Teacher 
Retention
Advisor: Dr. Detra Johnson

Jakarda W. Varnado
Encouraging Underrepresented Minority 
Student Participation in the STEM 
Pipeline Through Authentic STEM 
Learning Experiences
Advisor: Dr. Shawn Kent

Doctor of Philosophy

Curriculum and Instruction

Abbey Marie Bachmann
The Effect of Choice on Student Reading 
Motivation
Advisor: Dr. Laveria Hutchison

Yunes Golabbakhsh
Effect of Environmental Events 
on Environmental Concern and 
Responsibility among Pre-Service 
Teachers through an Inquiry Approach
Advisor: Dr. John Ramsey

Rosa Nam
Understanding Teacher Diverse 
Literature Use and Beliefs
Advisor: Dr. Laveria Hutchison

Stephanie A. Phipps
Surviving COVID-19: A Qualitative 
Study of Child Care Providers’ 
Experiences with the Pandemic and the 
Policies Intended to Save the Child Care 
Industry
Advisor: Dr. Nicole Andrews

Priscilla Rivas
Using Project-Based Learning and 
Technology to Promote Collaboration 
and Problem-Solving Skills in Elementary 
Aged Students: A Case Study of 2nd, 
3rd, and 4th Graders in an After-School 
Program
Advisor: Dr. Mimi Lee

Huan Zhang
Cognitive, Psychological and Ecological 
Components of Reading Comprehension 
in Chinese Elementary School Children 
Learning English as a Second Language
Advisor: Dr. Miao Li

Educational Leadership 
and Policy Studies
Keri D. Myrick

Examining Challenges to Syrian Refugee 
Education in Jordan
Advisor: Dr. Paula Myrick Short

Caroline L. Thouin
A Three Essay Case Study of a 
Correctional Education Partnership 
Between a Community College and Local 
Sheriff’s Department
Advisor: Dr. Elsa Gonzalez

Psychological, Health and 
Learning Sciences
(Formerly known as 

Educational Psychology)
Ewune Ewane

Determinants of Treatment Decision 
Making in African American Women 
Diagnosed with Triple Negative Breast 
Cancer
Advisor: Dr. Ezemenari Obasi

Rebecca Ann George
Gritty Measures for Gritty Times: 
Evaluation of the Grit Scale
Advisor: Dr. Weihua Fan

Master of Education

Curriculum and Instruction
Iman Saad Al-Gadi
Darvell Bivens
Amelia Bravo
Alexandria Leigh Brewer
Chih-Hsuan Chao
Hai Dang

Osiel Sabas Fernandez
Vilma C. Gomez
Abigail E. Graeflin
Zhenjie Hou
Khesli Johnson
Brittany Nicole Kempert
Chloe Alexandra Lall
Jenelle Eden Little
Kristen E. Maher
Sanghamitra Moulik Misra
Tracy Lynn Neal
Micah Pardo
Sophia Michelle Pastor
Rajeev Raghavan
Brooke Raney
Katherine Grace Rice
Kaya Savannah
Sarah Esther Shabinsky
Dhvani Raju Shanghvi
Sydney Elizabeth Spann
Andria Tatem
Anastasia Teper
John Manuel Vazquez
Bushra Wasty
Jessika L. Wells
Syed Safeer Imam Zaidi

Educational Leadership 
and Policy Studies
Terrance J. Akins
Isabel Arras-Osborne
Marlene Baez
Iffat Bhuiyan
Alyssa Annette Chavez
Joshua Rolland Davis
Maryam Esmalifalak
Monica Ivette Flores
Megan E. Hill
Sarah Hoffman Jackson
Catharine Elizabeth Jacobson
Marquez Jones
Eylen Lopez
Jade A. Marsh
Itzel Areli Martinez
Kevin Ray Mason
Asna Masood
Katherine T. Noble

University of Houston
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Commencement Ceremony
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Emily S. Null
Tegan Caitlin Ogilvie
Kendra W. Parker
Khushbu Patel
Janeth Carol Pereira
Teryn Pierce
Corina Jacqueline Plitt
Chris Porras
Ashlynne Rando
Angelica Rangel
Hailey Anne Reinhardt
Frank Anthony Ritter
Raul E. Rivera-Colon
Irma Isabel Salinas
Erik J. Stegemann
Wade Howard Thompson
Elizabeth Vanessa Vasquez
Lauren Marie Walker
Celene Warren
Kendall Nicole Wells
Dulce Maria Wikstrom
Amy Leigh Wright

Psychological, Health and 
Learning Sciences
(Formerly known as 

Educational Psychology)
Amy Barton
Dinora Cruz
Kristen H. Erps
Veronica Fonseca
Carey W. Galliher
Natasha D. Jones
Faizan Mohammad Majid
Chaniqua Mazyck
Kathryn Michelle Molsberry
Debbie P. Morales
Stephanie Marie Perez
Sophia Alicia Ramirez
Cashondra Roberson
Chelsa Alayne Thomas

Bachelor of Arts

Psychological, Health and 
Learning Sciences
(Formerly known as 

Educational Psychology)
Jesus A. Herrera 1
Carisil Lumapas 1
Betty D. Machado 2
Sara Alicia Macias 
Cassandra Nunez 3
Erika Gisell Rivas 2
Brenda Melissa Rubio 

Bachelor of Science

Curriculum and Instruction
Taylor Marie Abu Omar 2
Jennifer Ailine Adame 1
Katerin Maria Aguiluz 2
Zarymar Aleman 1
Taryn Rae Alessio 3
Mashal Ali 2
Rumina Ali 1
Nayely Anahi Alonso 2
Destiny Alvarado 1
Samantha Aurora Andrade 1
Gisselle Arambula 2
Aeliya Arif 2
Shelby Nicolle Arnold 
Lauren Elizabeth Arrambide 1
Victoria R. Austin 1
Carlos E. Avelar Rodas 2
Lizeth Benitez 1
Emily R .Benton 2
Julissa Bermudez Medina 1
Carmen G. Bernal 2
Lynsey Malinda Bolden 1
Markeis Stephon Bolden 
Jasmine Katherine Boyd 1
Hannah O. Brandyburg 3
Annemarie E. Brogdon 1
Chloe Allyse Burke 3
Denisse I. Canales 3
Miriam G. Cantor 3

Yeorgina Cardenas 2
Samantha Rose Caruso 1
Maria Isabel Casas 1
Sheyla S Castelan 1
Alyssa Castillo 
Erica Castillo 2
Michelle Zion Chang 2
Victoria Chong 1
Brandon M Collins 
Spencer G. Comeaux 2
Almendra Cordova 3
Maria Del Rosario Coronilla Urias 1
Anastasia Seham Danawi 3
Thomas E. Davis 
Tia A. Davis 1
Debbie S Delgado 2
Victor H. Diaz 3
Juana Alejandra Diosdado 3
Elsa Dominguez 1
Nicole Doolittle 
Rebekah Birtukan Dorismon 
Megan Nicole Engstrom 2
Vanessa Escutia 2
Jessica Espinoza 2
LeeAnn Evans 1
Lashay Nichelle Everson 
Bodacuis Falls 2
Bosede Bethel Familuyi 3
Ana Karen Flores 1
Maria L. Flores 1
Johanna K. Folse 3
Carly Frazier 2
Tamara Monique Free 2
Ashley M. Garcia 1
Laura Garcia 
Gilbert Garza 3
Jasmin Garza 1
Sonia Garza-Reyna 2
Suzy Gaspar 1
Nicole Valerie Goad 2
Jordan Nicole Goetz 2
Antonio Gonzalez 3
Noelle Nicole Gonzalez 3
Sandra Gonzalez 1
Diana Guadarrama 2

University of Houston
College of Education

Commencement Ceremony 

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearer (Highest GPA)
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Krysta Marie Guerra 1
Naomi F. Hall 1
Yenny Ham Kim 
Caitlyn Grace Hamilton 3
Melanie Catherine Hastings 3
Ashley Henderson 
Victor Hernandez 
Yessica Hernandez 2
Angelica Sophia Hix 3
Leila Fadi Hlayhel 1
Jacqueline Anh Thu Hoang 1
Lilian Hua 2
Tai Thanh Huynh 2
Hannah Nicole Jacobson 2
Madison Amanda Jan 3
Erin Leigh Johnston 2
Victoria Faye Jones 3
Caprielle E. Kalke 2
Chessa Marie Kenjura 1
Fiza A. Khan 2
Mehwish Khan 1
Sarah Sora Kim 
Jessica Kristi Kinsey 1
Esther Noemi Lacayo 2
Hanna Landreth 3
Kayleigh Ann Lee 3
Madison C. Lemkowitz 
Hailey Michelle Lewis 2
Christine Jihae Lim 2
Caitlin Ann Locascio 2
Julia M. Lohse 3
Suani Claudette Lopez 2
Bianka N. Mair 2
Pamela Amaris Mandujano 1
Kendell Leane Maronen 
Karen Nicole Marquez 3
Brittney E. Marshall 3
Faviola L. Martinez 2
Jennifer Carolina Martinez 1
Yaridza Guadalupe Martinez 1
Jacqueline Medina 2
Emily Nicole Mello 3
Alondra Gessell Mendoza 
Erika Mendoza 
Mehwish Iqbal Momin 

Giselle Anahi Montoya 2
Alan S. Moore 
Jennifer Morales 3
Mona Ali Moussa 1, 4
Nancy Muñiz 2
Anahi Muñoz 2
Arlette Esmeralda Narvaez 1
Lucero Elizabeth Nava 
Vivian Phuong Nguyen 2
Monesha R. Norris 2
Pamela Nuñez 3
Prisilla Oyervides 1
Diana Mariela Padron 2
Parker Michelle Plato 2
Alexandra Grace Prihoda 2
Ashley Lindsey Ramirez 2
Maria Fernanda Ramirez 1
Maria Guadalupe Ramirez 1
Mariana Ramirez 2
Christian A. Ramos 1
Cristian Antonio Ramos 3
Karla D. Rendon 
Johana Lorena Reyes 1
Elissa Mariela Robledo 
Emma Catherine Rocha 3
Llesenia P. Rodriguez 3
Ramiro Rodriguez 1
Norma E. Romero 2
Kellie V. Rovira 1
Carolina G. Ruiz 2
Mehreen Fatima Saiyed 1
Dayana Salas 1
Brenda Sanchez 2
Virginia Isabelle Sanchez 2
Nana Benewaah Sarpong 
Kristen M. Sartain 2
April Serrano 1
Lauren D. Sheppard 3
Nashath Siddiqui 
Shirley Krupalini Silus 
Katya Iveeta Silveira 
Sahar Sohail 2
Krista Kaye Strowd 
Stephanie Nicole Swift 1
Ran Tao 

Nicole Tello 2
Stephanie M. Thorpe 1
Gabriela Jasmin Torres 2
Neda Tanya Tourgoly 
Nhi Tu Truong 
Cynthia Vaca 1
Crystal Vallesteros 2
Maricarmen Velazquez 2
Maribel Vicente Gomez 
Orlandria Dejanique Wilson 2
Grace Lynn Wojan 1, 4
Micaela Leigh Yarson 1
Ta’Renee Monique Young 2
Amany N. Yousef 1

Psychological, Health and 
Learning Sciences
(Formerly known as 

Educational Psychology)
Shadia Abumrad 1
Kimberly Acosta 
Chris Adisa
Bahamin Ayla Akhtari 3
Maya Ali 1
Kyra Alvarado 1
Heba Luay Amleh
Oladayo Animashaun
Chad Tyler Archie
Javeria Asim
Nayeli Avellaneda
Jordan Rae’Jean Bailey
Brianna A. Bakenhus
Prathyusha S Bandi 2
Rabia Bari 2
Zia Abdul Bari 1
Noelle Christina Bartek 3
Kimberly Vanessa Bautista 1
Engra Michelle Bellvin 3
Marcos Benavides
Juhi Bhatt
Seethal Biju 2
Brooke D. Birks 1
Cora Bishop 1, 4
Emilee Alyn Blankenship
Kiera I. Bright 2

University of Houston
College of Education

Commencement Ceremony

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearer (Highest GPA)
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Brittany Nicole Bushek 2
Alexandria Cade 1
Sydney A. Campbell 1
Cynthia Itzel Castillo
Jacqueline Victoria Castro 2
Kirsten Clemen Catuiza 1
Jacob Chavez 3
Cindy Le Chiev
Mallika Choudhury 2
Cheyenne L. Coffey
Jackie Lee Counseller
Alondra Gisell Cueto Valadez 3
Fareeha I. Dadabhoy 3
Paola Janeth Dominguez 3
Marie Cecile Euphrosine Douge 1
Victoria N. Eguizabal
Nushrah Elahi 1
Raziya A. Fahradova 3
Saly Faltas
Ifrah Farid
Regina I. Ferral
Liliana Concepcion Flores
Jada Dache Ervion Fontenot
Jose Andres Garcia 2
Miranda Danielle Garcia
Edgar Enrique Garcia Flores 3
Nadia Garcia Marroquin
Alyssa Renee Garibay
Emily Christy Godoy
Alexa P. Gomez
Giselle Liliana Gonzalez
Rosa Mayeli Gonzalez 2
Sabrina M. Gonzalez 3
Kayla Jane Guillen
Jesse David Hardin
Dalia Hatem De Khattar 1, 4
Elizabeth Hernandez 3
Jorge Luis Hernandez Valdez 3
Ashlan Nicole Howard 2
Amy Thien Huynh 2
Liliana Martinez Issa 2
Vanessa Jaber 1
Zehra Y. Jaffari 1
Eliyah U. Johnson
Anjaly Joshy 2

Aneeqa N. Khan
Bismah Khan 2
Mohammad Amir Khanichehri 3
Donna Khosravi 2
Chloe Knight
Likhitha Kowdeed
Abby Nicole Lang 1
Irene Vanh Liner 1
Debanhy Lozano 2
Jammy Lizbeth Macal
Joseph Paulo Maog
Regina Martinez
Shahanda Tariq Maslamani 2
Emma Louise Matson
Angeliki Maria Mavrantza 2
Mackensie G. Mcadoo
Dominik A. Medina 1
Gabriel Mejia
Leslye Samantha Mendez 3
Christover Ramzy Mikhail
Amer Milanovic 3
Daquan Anthony Minor
Alana Tainise Mitchell
Mayra Monroy 3
Marisol Montano
Yeraldin Rosario Morales 1
Melanie Moran 3
Daphne Mutchler
Nimrah A .Nasir 2
Tyra R. Neal
Andrew Quang Ngo
Chloe P. Nguyen 2
Isabelle Nguyen 2
Jacqueline Mai Nguyen
Khanh Van N. Nguyen 2
Oluwatobi Theresa Oguntosin 3
Sophia Onyinyechi Okafor 1
Isioma Chidima Okeleke 2
Subhi Omar 2
Oghosa T. Osemwota 3
Richaben S. Patel
Patrick Jerald F Pecson
Evelyn Q .Phan 3
Thao M. Phan 2
Jesus Quiroga 2

Hiba Rashid 2
Avery J. Ratcliffe 3
Karon Reed
Camille Elva Rene 2
Cameron L. Ricks
Oluwatito Ebunoluwa Roberts 3
Joanna Rodriguez
Keshia Annette Roeder 3
Elizabeth Rosas 2
Nathan Garrett Russell 1
Aalaysia M. Ryan
Mostafa E. Saber 3
Brittney Ann Sanchez 2
Maria Coleen De Vera Sanchez 2
Saru Santhosh 2
Noreen Saqer 3
Janelly Saucedo
Karina M. Serrano 3
Sayra Lorena Serrato Lozano 2
Aaisha Shaik 1
Bayana N. Shajahan 1
Ashley K. Shaji 3
Omar Shalaby 2
Giselle Sarahi Silguero 1
Samantha Anjulie Singh
Tamara Natalia Skarya 1
Sarah Anne Smith 3
Laura Anne Snavely 1
Rosette St. Jean
Claudia Yvette Subias
Shelby M. Swigart
Hur Raza Syed
Sana Syed
Tia Oni Tang
Laayla Muhammad Tariq
Kiera Ari Thompson
Ashley Mary Tran 3
Huyen K. Tran 1
Thomas-Huy K. Tran 3
Kosisochi William Clinton Udozorh 2
Zayda Yaritza Umana 1
Obioma Janisha Umeorah 3
Jason Y. Ung 2
Sindy I. Valladares Ramos 2
Yolanda Velasco 2

University of Houston
College of Education

Commencement Ceremony 

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearer (Highest GPA)
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Stefany Velasquez Andrade
Ashley E. Verghese 1
Jailyn Wilburn 2
Madeleine Morgan Williams
Alison Rae Wilson †

Ilknur Yagli 2
Catherine A. Yanowski 2
Aasma Yasin
Maggie Pei Yip 1
Alicia S. Yoyakki 1

Heena Zaidi 2
Andrew Joseph Zambrana
Alyssa Ariana Zavala 2

University of Houston
College of Education

Commencement Ceremony

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearer (Highest GPA) – † Posthumous Degree
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Message from the Dean

Dear Engineering Graduates,

By nature of you being here today, you are among the best, brightest 
and hardest working engineers the world has to offer.

You have made it through one of the most rigorous engineering 
programs in the country. During your time as an engineering 
student, you have collectively spent thousands of hours researching, 

volunteering and interning in the city of Houston, adding to the strength and vibrancy of 
our community. When you leave our labs and classrooms to embark on your careers, your 
professional contributions will have a resounding impact here, in the city of Houston and 
around the world.

You are the thinkers, doers and creators of our modern world. You will be the designers, 
builders, problem solvers and inventors of our tomorrow. Although you represent a wide 
variety of backgrounds and disciplines, as you walk across the stage to accept your diploma, 
you all have one thing in common: you are world-class engineers.

From here, the world is at your fingertips. Work hard, give back and trust in the knowledge 
you have acquired during your time as a student at the UH Cullen College of Engineering. 
Everything else will fall into place.

Congratulations, Cougar engineers! I look forward to seeing the impact your bright careers 
will have on our future and our world. Please stay in touch and fill me in on all of your 
successes: dean@egr.uh.edu.

Sincerely,

Joseph W. Tedesco 
Dean and Professor 
Elizabeth D. Rockwell Endowed Dean’s Chair
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University of Houston
Cullen College of Engineering

Commencement Ceremony 
Saturday, May 15, 2021, 10 a.m. 
TDECU Stadium

 PLATFORM PARTY PROCESSIONAL Moores School of Music

 NATIONAL ANTHEM  Sarah Marie Neal 
  Master of Music Candidate

 WELCOME Patricia Belton Oliver 
  Dean 
  Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture and Design

  Joseph W. Tedesco 
  Dean 
  Cullen College of Engineering

 GREETINGS Renu Khator 
  President

 GREETINGS FROM THE UH SYSTEM The Honorable Alvaro De la Cruz, Jr. 
 BOARD OF REGENTS Member

 HONORS Paula Myrick Short 
  Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

 PRESENTATION OF DEGREE HONORIS CAUSA Provost Short

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREE HONORIS CAUSA President Khator

 PRESENTATION OF DEGREE CANDIDATES Provost Short

  Dean Oliver

  Dean Tedesco

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES President Khator

 CLOSING REMARKS Dean Tedesco

 ALMA MATER Moores School of Music Concert Chorale

 RECESSIONAL 
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Spring 2021 – Graduates 

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Biomedical 
Engineering
MD Moin Uddin Atique

Mirror Neurons are Modulated by 
Reward Expectations and Grip Force in 
Sensorimotor Cortices (S1, M1, PMd, 
PMv)
Advisor: Dr. Joseph T. Francis

Mohammadjavad Eslamian
Conjugated Polymer Nanofibers for 
Organic Bioelectronics and Bioactuators 
Advisor: Dr. Mohammad Reza Abidian

Tina Kazemi
Investigating the influence of maternal 
nicotine and alcohol co-exposure in 
genetic profiles of dopamine neurons in 
newborns.
Advisor:  Dr. Metin Akay and  

Dr. Yasemin Akay

Yaxi Li
MeCP2 Transgenic Mouse as A New 
Disease Model for Neuropsychiatric 
Lupus
Advisor: Dr. Tianfu Wu

Richard C. Su
Laser Optoacoustic Imaging System for 
Molecular and Functional Research in 
Small Animal Models
Advisor:  Dr. Alexander Oraevsky and 

Dr. Kirill Larin

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Civil Engineering
Dario Filomeno Fortes 

Dos Santos Vieira
Rehabilitation and Strengthening of 
Reinforced Concrete Columns with Iron-
Based Shape Memory Alloys
Advisor: Dr. Abdeldjelil Belarbi

Amir Asghar Moshiri Mojarad Roudsari
Molecular Scale Engineering of 
Cementitious Matrices with High 
Thermal Resistance.
Advisor: Dr. Konrad J. Krakowiak

Raj Gopal Nannapaneni
Computational Modeling of Wave 
Propagation in Heterogeneous 
Microstructures Using Discrete and 
Continuum Frameworks
Advisors:  Dr. Konrad J. Krakowiak and 

Kalyana Babu Nakshatrala

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Chemical 
Engineering
Mugdha Ambast

Experimental and Modeling Studies of 
Passive NOx Adsorbers
Advisor: Dr. Michael P. Harold

Priyanka Arora
Diagnostic Studies of Silicon and 
Silicon Dioxide Etching in Fluorine 
and Chlorine-Containing Inductively 
Coupled Plasmas
Advisor: Dr. Vincent M. Donnelly

Rajshree Chakrabarti
Deciphering the Molecular Mechanisms 
of Organic Crystallization
Advisor: Dr. Peter G. Vekilov

Linfeng Du
The Role of Vacuum Ultraviolet Light 
in the In-plasma Photo-assisted Etching 
of Si
Advisor:  Dr. Vincent M. Donnelly and 

Dr. Demetre J. Economou

Wenchuan Ma
Deciphering the Molecular Interactions 
between Antimalarials and Hematin 
Crystal Surface
Advisor:  Dr. Peter Vekilov and  

Dr. Jeffrey Rimer

Ryan Sawadichai
Nanopantography with Reusable 
Membrane-Based Electrostatic Lens 
Arrays 
Advisor:  Dr. Vincent M. Donnelly and 

Dr. Demetre J. Economou

Yingliang Zhou
Effect of H2 plasma conditioning on 
anodized Al chamber wall and quartz 
discs
Advisor: Vincent M. Donnelly

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Electrical 
Engineering
Venu Sushir Jonnalagadda

Development of Lithography and 
Alignment Processes for Manufacturing 
High Density Thin Film Electrodes on 
Optical Fiber Substrates
Advisor: Dr. John C. Wolfe

Qianlong Lan
MRI Safety Assessment of Implantable 
Medical Devices using Neural Networks
Advisor: Dr. Ji Chen

Yawen Luo
FPGA-based Additive Manufacturing 
Defects Detection and Optimization of 
Smart Connected Devices
Advisor: Dr. Yuhua Chen

Kevin C. Nathan
A Longitudinal Brain-Machine Interface 
Training Paradigm with a Lower-Limb 
Exoskeleton & its Induced Cortical 
Changes
Advisor: Dr. Jose L. Contreras-Vidal
Advisor: Dr. Steven Pei

Seyed Amin Rahnamay Sadat Hajiagha
Fault-Tolerant Isolated Power Converters 
with High Power Density and In-Situ 
Health Prediction for Offshore MVDC 
Distribution
Advisor: Dr. Harish Krishnamoorthy

Aditi Singh
Active Learning Methods for 
Computational Delineation and Cellular 
Profiling of Cortical Layers in Rat 
Whole Brain Sections using Multiplex 
Immunofluorescent Imaging and 
Classification of Histopathological 
Images using Convolutional Neural 
Networks
Advisor: Dr. Badrinath Roysam

Shuo Song
Radiator Modeling and Design for MRI 
Safety Assessment
Advisor: Dr. Ji Chen

University of Houston
Cullen College of Engineering

Commencement Ceremony 
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Yu Wang
Novel Methods of RF-induced Heating 
Assessment and Heating Reduction 
Techniques for Active Implantable 
Medical Devices in MRI
Advisor: Dr. Ji Chen

Debing Wei
Internet of Underwater Things: 
Enabling Technologies of Underwater 
Communications and Hybrid 
Networking
Advisor: Dr. Miao Pan

Srikanth Yerra
Multi-Phase DC Power Supply 
Topologies with Fast Response for 
Telecom and Data Center Applications
Advisor: Dr. Harish S. Krishnamoorthy

Xinyue Zhang
Location and Data Privacy Preservation 
in Intelligent Systems
Advisor: Dr. Miao Pan

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Environmental 
Engineering
Sheyda Shakiba

Surface and Molecular Level 
Characterization of Nanomaterials for 
Water Treatment and Drug Delivery
Advisor: Dr. Stacey M. Louie

Juntao Zhao
Stability of Lead-Containing Precipitates: 
Implications for Lead Transport in Pipes 
and Soils
Advisor: Dr. Stacey M. Louie

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Materials Science 
and Engineering

Seyedeh Mehrnaz Hassan Zadeh Shirazi
Properties of Electrochemically 
Synthesized Monolayer and Multilayer 
Thin Films
Advisor: Dr. Stanko Brankovic

Jonathan Javier Penaranda Mora
High-Temperature Friction and Wear 
of Polyphenylene Sulfide (PPS) and its 
Composites
Advisor: Su Su Wang

Navjot Singh Randhawa
A Self-Wrapping and Flexible Extra-
Neural Cuff Electrode, made by Using 
Shape-Shifting Polymers, for Recording 
and Stimulating Peripheral Nerves
Advisor: Dr. John C. Wolfe

Zhoulyu Rao
Materials and Manufacture of Soft 
Electronics for Bio-inspired Devices and 
Bio-interfaces
Advisor: Dr. Cunjiang Yu

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Industrial 
Engineering
Saurav Sharma

An Optimization Framework for Power 
Generation Planning Addressing the 
Critical Issues in Renewable Energy
Advisor: Dr. Suresh K. Khator

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Mechanical 
Engineering
Hamdi Mnasri

Automated Model-Based Optimization 
Design of Subsea Field Layout under 
Production and Flow Assurance 
Constraints 
Advisor: Dr. Matthew A. Franchek

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Petroleum 
Engineering

Clara Patricia Palencia Hernandez
Hypersaline Flowback Water: What 
It Tells Us About Shale Gas Reservoir 
Properties
Advisor: Dr. Lori A. Hathon

Sabyasachi Prakash
Investigating effect of injection on yield 
surface, stress path coefficients and 
associated hysteresis in unconsolidated 
sands
Advisor: Dr. George K. Wong and  
Co-Advisor: Dr. Michael T. Myers

Master of Science in 
Aerospace Engineering
David Ayodele
Garrett E. Miller
Victor Jose Montano
Thanh-Ha Doan Pham

Master of Science in 
Biomedical Engineering
Layan Abdelhakim Bani-Hani
Joly Fahim
Ravin Huerta
Shelby C. Inbody
Joshua Paul Lewis
Farah G. Melhem
Bridgett Ellen Sinquefield
Hang Ngoc Tran Nguyen
Sean Harris Williams

Master of Science  
in Civil Engineering
Matthew Beyer
Eden Bianco
Chase Holland
Monica Julian 
Jingyu Pan
Razzaq Ali Quraishi

Master of Chemical 
Engineering 
Christopher Neller
Hunter H. Reagan
Pourang Shamsi

Master of Science in 
Chemical Engineering
Sina Jamalzadegan 
Danyi Sun

Master of Electrical 
Engineering
Michael K. Blum
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Master of Science in 
Electrical Engineering
Muhammad Rafay Akhter
Prarthan Vijay Bhatt
Omkar Mohan Desai
Kamalnath Devarajan
Praveen Dhanasekar
Nayanika Nayankumar Diwadkar
Tania Hari Madhavi
Rhema Olufolake Ike
Himanshu Bharadwaj Kunapuli
Jayadevan Mullath
Sankalp Chiragkumar Parekh
Budi Priyono
Thejas Rajan
Luciano Rezende Fiuza Branco
Najmah Parveen Sheik
Richa Ratnesh Shukla
Vasudharini Sridharan
Trenton Taylor Vaughn
Brian M. Williams

Master of Science in 
Computer and Systems 
Engineering
Sri Venkata Naga Manikanta Addanki
Mohak Bhatia
Vineeth Chakravarthy Geddam
Anshu Ann Johnson
Sri Harsha Korukonda Bhattar
Bhagyashree Vivek Ksheersagar
Saurav Kunnath
Lalitha Sravan Malladi
Shreyas Bengalore Nanjunda
Sarvani Srinivas Raghavarapu
Keith Lifford Saldanha
Sai Sandeep Kumar Velamala
Sanjay Krishna Venkata Ramani
Raghuram Venkateshwar

Master of Science 
in Environmental 
Engineering
Tchemongo Barakissa Berte

Jason La
Zhitong Wu
He Xu
Yidan Zhang
Chonglin Zhu

Master of Science in 
Geosensing Systems 
Engineering and 
Sciences
Sven A. Sorhus

Master of Industrial 
Engineering
Awais Ahmed
Abhishek Prabhakar Anchan
Kevin Davis
Malav Darshanbhai Dodhiwala
Ebenezer Geevarghese Alex
Pratik Shivanand Ghatake
Mohammed-Zia-Ul-Haq Hussain
Pravar Jadia
Omkar Anil Jagtap
Toby John
Gururaj Kotekal
Mohanish Ganesh Lanjekar
Adil Malik
Moaz Ahmed Mohiuddin
Kaushik Navaneethan
Kimia Nikfetrat
Ogechi Ivy Nwaobia
Sarthakkumar Kaushikbhai Patel
Palash Bhupendrabhai Patel
Harshal Pravinbhai Patel
Nikhil Teja Ponneganti
Paras Jagdishbhai Rana
Mayank Sahu
Jigar Ravindra Shah
Saurabh Sunil Telavane
Noel George Varghese

Master of Science in 
Industrial Engineering
Hyungjin Park

Master of Science  
in Materials Science 
and Engineering
Roushanak Nejat

Master of Mechanical 
Engineering
Abigail L. Alton
John Anderson

Master of Science 
in Mechanical 
Engineering
Onosetale Pamela Aigbe
Abdul-wahab O. Ayinde
Vivek Bodi
Kylie Quinn Hornbeck
Ethan A. Johnson
Laura S. Malcotti-Sanche
Nhat Nguyen
Thanh-Ha Doan Pham
Agneel Sanjay Kumar Singh Rajput

Master of Petroleum 
Engineering
Oscar Alberto Guadarrama Toledo
Lateefah Isegen
Thomas Johney
Mariia Kvinn
Sujan Patel
Zhirui Wang

Master of Science in 
Petroleum Engineering
Floriane Seka Bertille Ornella Youzan
Leila Zeinali

Master of Science in 
Space Architecture 
Vittorio Netti
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Master of Science in 
Subsea Engineering
Lateefah Isegen
Asawari Anil Kukde
Alexander M. Mcauley
Alvan Okezie-Okeh
David Ray Thompson
Chibuzor Somadina Uhuegbulem
Xueting Zhou

Bachelor of Science in 
Biomedical Engineering
Mohammed Abdullah A. Al Essa
Jacqeline Janett Aldaco 2
Zoha Ali 1
Yaqeen Mohammed Y. Alsadah 2
Avinash Arul 2
Jacob R. Bauer 2
Devon Elise Bellman 3
Jerusha Gnanamani Bhaskaran 2
Andres Hugo Bryan 1
Faris M. Chowdhury 2
Luis Eduardo Contreras 2
Jacob Cruz
Andrea Nicole Doan 3
Austin Manuel Ganaway 2
Elioenai Garcia 1
Maham Gardezi 2
Sofia Alexandra Izaguirre Baday 2
Zehra Jaffri 2
Rama Chidwilasa Nishnath 

Kandarpa Subrahmanya 2
Shourya Kashyap 2
Farah S. Khalil
Trung H. Le 3
Valerie Ann Lloyd
Mariana Lopez Martinolich 2
Abd Alrhman Mansoor 2
Diego Martinez Rodriguez 3
Markuss Mera Riera 3
Han Bao Ngo
Ogechukwu Suzanne Okafor 3
Matthew Allan Palmer 2
Dhriti N. Patel 3

Katherine-Phuong Minh Pham 1
Jahnvi Rajput 3
Ramzi F. Razaq 1
Riley Christopher Reddington 1
Kimberly Romero
Melanie Elaine Salazar 1
Dany D. Toumajan 1
Esmeralda G. Treviño
Nina Khanh- Linh Truong 2
Arturo De Jesus Velazquez 2

Bachelor of Science in 
Chemical Engineering
Oluwapelumi Esther Akinwande 3
Naqiya M. Ali 2
Sehar M. Allana 2
Rachel Esther Altman 2
Lisandro A. Andrade 3
Gage A. Attard 1
Ariane Bea D. Aycardo
Abigail Kathryn Blok 2
Thomas Hung Cao 1
Rafael Cervantes 2
Tyler R. Choate
Nicolas Coello Pena
Ralph Daniel Austria Cortes 3
Diana Cousins 1
Angelica Dejesus 2
Stephanie Do 3
Nishat Fatima
Isaiah D. Flores
Rosa Miraldina Baptista Futy 3
Garrett Garivey
Cooper B. Godfrey 2
Damian Gonzalez 3
Pasha Charles Hammond 3
Kennard Allan Guy Hitchcock 1
Mohamed Yazbek Hoelscher 1
Michael J. Jacoby
Aviral Jain 2
Jared Heeth Jessen
Matthew T. Johnson
Michael Anne Keaton
Nam Hoang Le 1, 4

Alexander C. Lewis 2
Jose E. Marroquin
Christopher Martine
Jesus A. Mata
Ahmad Muaz Bin Mazlan 3
Anwen H. Morgans 3
Dang Dinh Nhat Nguyen 2
Dung Thi Thuy Nguyen
Hang Thi Thanh Nguyen 3
Khoa Anh Nguyen 3
Martin T. Nguyen
Truong Vu Quang Nguyen
Nor Imran Nor Azman
Vinay Nuka
Cristian Gustavo Oviedo 2
Oscar Manuel Palomares
Lindell J. Paredes
Benjamin R. Perez
Brian Hoang Phan 3
Huong My Phan
Hoang Long K. Phung 2
Erick Rocha
Maria Laura Rossodivita 2
Jerardo Salgado
Maher Shadid
Suha Shukri 3
Hassan Sultan
Joshua T. Tran
Kevin M. Tran
Nhi Le Yen Tran 3
Tony P. Tran 3
Quang Tran-Nguyen 2
Uyen Trinh
Jacqueline Unzueta
Jing Wang-Reed
Flora Zuniga

Bachelor of Science  
in Civil Engineering
Aurore Jennichi Angue Mbo
Gilbert Andrew Badillo
Christy Banh 2
Pablo Bribiesca Rodriguez 2
Max J. Burnett 3

University of Houston
Cullen College of Engineering

Commencement Ceremony

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearer (highest GPA)
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Sammie Chen
Suzanne Michelle Contreras 1
Carolina Cortes
Luis De Hoyos
Felix Andres Galan
Heraclio Gomez
Edward R. Hall
Keegan Charles Hall 3
Steve Herrera
Jonathan Huynh 2
Ganna Leiko
Erik Lopez
Melisa Lopez
Jiawen Lu
Marcelo Martinez
Nikan Mohammadian Barzoki
Randy Robles
Cecilia Rodriguez
Stephanie Anne Rospigliosi
Natalie A. Rozinoyer
Noran Hesham Shahin 1
Salma Hesham Shahin 1
Miguel Talamantes 3
Eyad Tanbouz
Imad M. Tanbouz
Tommy V. Tran 3
Yalitza Lucia Velasquez 2
Phong Vo
Jonathan C. Wyckoff

Bachelor of Science in 
Computer Engineering
George Nabil Bakhoum 2
Travis A. Bartholome 1
Victor Manuel Carpio 2
Hongyu Chen 2
Jose Diaz
Kevin Vu Doan
Raymond Fey 2
Keegan A. Freeman 3
Efrain Guerra 3
Alexander William Howell 2
Weiren Huang 1
Prashant K. C.

Joshua A. McHenry 2
Michael Macaraea Mejia
Chuong Quyen Nguyen 1
Monica Pena

Bachelor of Science in 
Electrical Engineering
Ronald H. Barbee
Matthew W. Bennett
Calvin J. Betzner
Santiago Rafael Blanco Bandres
Adam Cervantes
Vedant Chopra
Jennifer Angely Contreras 1
Nam Dang 3
Adam Konrad Deichmiller
Massiagbe Fatoumata Diabate 1
Erica Dietz
Justin T. Do
Aristotle James Economon 2
Khalil A. El-Srouji
Arnold E. Emeh 2
Sean Michael Freeman 2
Katherine M. Garcia 2
Diego A. Gonzalez
Sofiane Haddad
Conor Joseph Healey
Joshua Thomas Hernandez
Gabriel A. Hurtado 3
Vinh Quang Huynh
Tanvi Jaggi
Maxwell Eric Johnson 1
Kallie Taylor Juel 1
Eshwar Kumar
Juan Leyva 1
Yu Chien Lin 2
Armando C. Mata
Alec Lee Medina 3
Joshua A. Mica
Shivam Mistry 1
Erik W. Mjelde
Faizaan Rahemtul Momin
Jason Van Nguyen 2
Johnathan Long Viet Nguyen 2

Ninh Hong Nguyen
Quang Hong Nguyen 3
Adi J. Pasic 1
Emely A. Rivas 3
Justus Musa Rooker
Hannah Grace Schroeder 2
Diego J. Tolentino
Joey Tran 2
Trong Hoang Tran 2
Tien Hoang Truong 2
David Alejandro Vega
Phuong Mai Hoang Vo 2
Ni Bao Vu 2
Toan Pham Khanh Vu 3
Christopher Michael Wahl 2
Joshua John Weibling
Devrick Williams 2

Bachelor of Science in 
Industrial Engineering
Eduardo Andres Alba von Buren 2
Akram Ezzaldin Alhakimi
Mohammed Almashhadani
Umme Ammara
Ibrahim Aqel
Krystal Ashby 2
Elizabeth Duarte 3
Uwezu J. Emeaba
Karla I. Grimas Teira 1
Athul J. Johnson 2
Nicolas Juarez 3
Kenneth J. Kiser 3
Ceasar Alejandro Lopez, Jr. 3
Sofia Anne Martin 2
Jobin John Mathew 3
Price Burton Medlin
Renato R. Mendoza Bernuy
Loc Quang Ngo 3
Melinda Isibhkahomen Omoegbele
Emma L. Petty 2
Adolfo Angel Rangel
Yahya Rashid
Alejandra P. Rendon

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearer (highest GPA)

University of Houston
Cullen College of Engineering

Commencement Ceremony 
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Hunter A. Schwerdtfeger
Teresa Nhu Thuy Tong
Pablo Fabian Torres Borba 2

Bachelor of Science 
in Mechanical 
Engineering
Ahmed Yasser Soliman Abdelaziz
Riham Abdulhalim 3
Refaat Abushaaban
Macy Acheampong
Shuva Adhikari 1
Rafael Aguilar
Fahad Saleem Ahmed 2
Seongmin Ahn 2
Maite Albarran 3
Analia V. Alcoba
Mohammed Asif Ali
Megan Elizabeth Althoff 3
Emilio Jaime Ames 3
Jose Luis Arce Penny
Oscar Armenta 2
Ricardo Ernesto Arriola
Mohid A. Bari
Jackson C. Bartling
Kameron Bass
Rukaiya Mustafa Batliwala 3
Rabin Bhattarai 2
Blake Ryan Bolster
Victoria Elizabeth Brooks
Cameron Starr Camarillo
Hoang Xuan Cao
Javier Carretero Murillo
Cristian Josue Castellanos
Gabriel S. Chamon 2
Zain Muhammad Cheema 3
Richard W. Chen
Shadman Shakib Chowdhury 3
Sharla May Cimbak
Austin Anthony Cole 1
Wesley Daniel Combs 1
Alyssa Rose Contreras
Mario D. Junior Alves Costa
Christopher Critelli

James Dang 2
Lea Daniel 2
Benjamin Estefano Diaz Villa 1
Tung Bach Duong 2
Fernando Escobar
Bruno Esquivel
Mohammed S. Essa 1
Oluwatobi Falomo
Gerardo Garza
Brian Joseph Gawlik 2
Samuel E. Gentempo
George Jamal Ghandour 3
Shayquan T. Grant 2
Jack T. Griffin
Jocelyn Guerrero
Luis A. Guevara 3
Manuel Alexander Guevara
Ammar Abdul Haji
Nofil Haque
Justin Harrison 3
Ali Ahmed Hashi
Jeffrey Herrera
Hossein Heydari
Dung Ho 2
Eric V. Hoang 3
Kris Hoffman
Brandon Hoffmann 3
Curtis L. Ingram
Hector Isava 2
Shankar V. Iyer 2
Michael Zion Holcomb
John M. Jalufka 1
Isaac John 1
Tristan Alfred Jones 1
Nathaniel Riley Jordan 3
Damian Fu Hai Kao 3
Cyrus Kazemifar
Saad Khan
Gopinath Senthil Kumar 1
Vincent Valerius Sereno Laroche 1
Royce D. Laverne
Robert A. Lazo
Mitchell Wayne Legg
Jordan A. Lyde 3
Brandon Michael Lyndon 3

Frederick James Mallari 2
Saif B. Maradia 3
Maya A. Marchant 3
Ashwin Mathews
Alyssa R. McCarty 2
Thomas A. Mcguffey
Salvador Mendez Santos 2
Nicholas Gregory Moll
Rafael Mosqueda
Brandon Warren Murray
Lindsey Lee Muscara 3
Yan Tong Ng Zhen 3
Andrew Nguyen 3
Luc Duy Nguyen 1
Matthew Nguyen 2
Nancy Nguyen 3
Ngoc B. Nguyen 3
Tuan Andrew Nguyen
Matthew Thomas Ocampo 3
Adam A. Padilla 2
Tanvi Parikh
Akash Patel 2
Demetrious Kirolos Perez 3
Michael Steven Perez 2
Shania Nicole Perez 3
Anthony Vu Pham 3
Patrick Duy Pham
Hi C. Phan
Anh The Phung 3
Vivek V. Pillai
Rahul R. Prabhu
Armando Puente, Jr.
Zonera L. Qureshi
Rabee Ur Rahman 3
Madelen C. Reyes
Michelle Leanne Riley
Martin Roman
Abraham R. Romero 3
Julio C. Rubio
Carl William Saad 3
Amy Sanchez
Steffano Alessandro Sanchez
Elizabeth Dioseli Sandoval Lara
Luis Carlos Santamaria
Dewan M. Sayeed

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearer (highest GPA)

University of Houston
Cullen College of Engineering

Commencement Ceremony



Spring 2021 Commencement 63

Anita Schwartz 2
Nyal Ronnel Severin
Casey Drew Shaw
Elmira Marzieh Shoara
Anesh Singh 1
Samuel Singleton
Brandon Soriano
Steven A. Soriano 2
Akintunde O. Sowunmi 
Matthew Gacayan Tamayo
Tran To Thai
Christopher Torres
Hai Lam Tran 1
Jonathan D. Tran
Huy Quoc Truong
Mateo Valencia
Tyler Addison Vance
Jose A. Vargas 2

Abraham Vega
Enrique Villarreal 3
Miguel A. Villarreal
Taylor Vogel
Justin W. Vu 3
Meagan Abbigale Weathersby
Litao Xiao
Ahmad N. Zeidat
Alberto N. Zepeda-Vasquez
Haotian Zhang
Cassandra A. Zinecker 3

Bachelor of Science in 
Petroleum Engineering
Nicolas Acuna
Marie Claire Al Ghadban
Cristian J. Anguiano

Ashama P. Babooram
Valentina Degtyar
Nicholas Alexander Fagan
Hicham Fathi 3
Brian Scott Flores 2
Cortney Lynn Fontenot
Roy Gonzales
Jose C. Inzunza
Petra Maria Lara 3
Manuel A. Lento, Jr.
Andrea D. Lopez 2
Michelle Neuner
Krupal Parmar
Phuc Nguyen Thien Pham
Hai Dong Tran
Tony Minh Tran 2

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearer (highest GPA)

University of Houston
Cullen College of Engineering

Commencement Ceremony 
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Message from the Dean

Dear Graduates,

 Today marks a major milestone in your lives—the day you officially 
transition from students to alumni. You have accomplished so much 
in your time at the Conrad N. Hilton College, and now you will build 
upon those experiences as you launch your careers. Moreover, you 
deserve special recognition for your resiliency during this very difficult 
time that included the global pandemic, an economic downturn, and 

issues related to social injustice.

Several factors have contributed to your success at the University of Houston: the support of 
your families and friends, encouragement from faculty and staff, and—most importantly—
your own determination to learn, grow, and accomplish your goals.

You are now part of a global network of close to 9,000 Hilton College graduates, and 
the friendships you made as students will serve as the foundation for great professional 
relationships in the coming years. Wherever your journey takes you, I encourage you to 
stay connected to your College. And always remember that your graduation is particularly 
momentous—2021 is the year we celebrate our 52nd year as a top hospitality program!

The Class of 2021 is among the best the College has ever produced, and I know you will 
continue to serve as outstanding ambassadors for our program in all of your professional 
endeavors. On behalf of the entire Hilton College family, I offer my sincere congratulations 
to all of you.

 Best wishes … and Go Coogs!

Dennis Reynolds 
Dean 
Barron Hilton Distinguished Chair



66 UNIVERSITY of HOUSTON

University of Houston
Conrad N. Hilton College of Hotel and Restaurant Management

Commencement Ceremony 
Friday, May 14, 2021, 10 a.m. 
TDECU Stadium

 PLATFORM PARTY PROCESSIONAL Moores School of Music

  Honorary Grand Marshal

 NATIONAL ANTHEM  Sarah Marie Neal 
  Master of Music Candidate

 CALL TO ORDER Driss Benhaddou 
  Professor, College of Technology 
  Honorary Grand Marshal 

 WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION OF PLATFORM PARTY Anthony P. Ambler 
  Dean and Professor 
  College of Technology

 GREETINGS Renu Khator 
  President

 RECOGNITION OF ACADEMIC AND  Heidar Malki 
 SPECIAL HONORS Associate Dean of Academic Affairs 
  College of Technology

 PRESENTATION OF DEGREE CANDIDATES George Zouridakis 
  Associate Dean of Research and Graduate Studies 
  College of Technology

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES President Khator

 CLOSING REMARKS Dennis Reynolds 
  Dean, Professor, and Barron Hilton Distinguished Chair 
  Conrad N. Hilton College of Hotel  
  and Restaurant Management

 ALMA MATER Moores School of Music Concert Chorale

 RECESSIONAL 
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Spring 2021 – Graduates

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Hospitality 
Administration
Karla Michelle Acosta
Yi Liu

Master of Science 
in Hospitality 
Management 
Gelma Adalgisa Barillas
Daniel Chen
Ailin Fei
Emily Ann Glendinning
Jiahuan He
John R. Hodges
Joohee Kim
Wenfang Liu
Joseph T. Loyd
Allison Mahlstedt
Kelli Marie McBee
Kelcy Jane Meek
Donnique Mullings
Lindsay Kaye Newman
Nousha Nowamooz
Sophia E. Ortega
Jay Pandya
Iuliana Popa
Piyush Prem
Madiha Saadat
Lisa Anna Sieber
Madelyn Kay Tyler
Ruoqi Wang
Gabriel Joan Wolf 
Xiaoqin Xie
Sydney L. Young

Executive Master 
of Hospitality 
Management
Corina Marie Burnett
Christopher Lawrence Williams

Graduate Certificate 
in Global Hospitality 
Business
Sahil Arora
Michail Chatzilias
Joana Alice Marie Denelle
Lu-Hsuan Kuan
Nina Tanya Louesse
Thierry Paul Martin
Rutendo Brandon Matingo
Anastasiia Petryshche
Ignacio Rodriguez Fernández-Victorio
Hanno Soravia
Kristopher Swanson
Suyash Vaish
Saniya Mukund Zanpure

Bachelor of Science in 
Hotel and Restaurant 
Management
Trastevia J. Acklin 3 
Rebecca Alvarez
Michael Patrick Aoki
Viktorya Avetisyan 2 
Sarah Avila 
Ishan Basu
Christian Samuel Beasley 3 
Heriberto Benitez
Ana Karla Benitez Ibarra 3 
Jose Betancourt
Jay Jayesh Bhakta 1
Alison Barbara Boyd
Allyson M. Brown 3
Brooke Ashton-Lynn Brown
Sean Bui
Phung Thi Nguyet Che 1
Paulina Chelala 
Abin Chen
Christina Alexandria Clark
Karina Coronado 2
Melissa Del Carmen Cortes

Casey Ann Cramer 2
Natalie G. Cranston 2
Sarah Croley 3
Gabriella Alexandra Cruz 3
Aurelee Daquioag
Anthony John Dayton 3
Damaris A. De Leon 2
Bennett Decker 3
Jessy Doan 3
Arianna J. Dunne
Jordan Iman Dupont 2
Consuelo M. Ecevido
Melissa Joanna Escobar
Ashley Frost
Abigail R. Garcia
Christopher Joe Garay 
Hugo D. Garza 3
Sejal D. Giga 3
Briana Nicole Graham
Carlee Ann Grimes 2
Isiah Ralph D. Guillermo 1
Yueming Guo 1
Thao N. Ha
Allison Hessel
Braden J. Hevle
Martha Kay Holland 1
Morgan Ann Hollingshead
Sarah Eileen Howell 2
Likai Huang
Viet N. Huynh 2
Evan James
Marus Jenkins
Samuel D. Johnson
Savannah Renai Jones
Dongwoo Jung 3
Angela T. Khuat 2
Katelyn Ann Kubosh 1
Kyra Kulbrandstad
Peter Paul Lam
Tong Li 3
Edith Liliana Lopez 3
Kassandra Lopez 2
Laura Leticia Lopez 2

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
Conrad N. Hilton College of Hotel and Restaurant Management

Commencement Ceremony 
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University of Houston
Conrad N. Hilton College of Hotel and Restaurant Management

Commencement Ceremony

Dulce Maria Lucero
Bridget Dingyang Ma 1
Dayne Elizabeth Mahler 1
Katy Mastren 1
Amanda Susan McLean
Blair Mcnamara 1
Phillip R. McNeal
Beatriz Jazmin Medina Lucio
Kirsten Meilchen 3
Jennifer Isabel Mejia
Beau Alexander Melton
Christina Joelle Moore 2
Romina Morales
Leah Frances Morford 3
Jasmin Lee Morua
Pablo Nasta
Alice Nguyen
Jasmine Nguyen 1
Julie Nguyen 2
Vincent Quy Nguyen
Daniel Martin Orrell

Coleman Pamuk
Eun Young Park 2
Krista Michelle Pede
Santiago Perera
Carolina Pinales
Chirag Jitendra Raman 2
Jackie Jasmine Rideau
Kiara Sharnell Robinson 3
Holly Lynn Romee
Arendia Ruiter 3
Abigail Jo Sahr 2
Raven N. Salce
Kristin Lochmann Schulze
Claudia Sifuentes
Natalie Deneen Sims 2
David A. Sobremesana 2
Shea M. Stauffer
Oliver J. Stoklosa 2
Dylan Joseph Swain
Cristina Tapia 2
Samantha Grace Theige 1

Mélanie Anne-Marie Geneviève Thizy 1
Tyler W. Thompson
Celia Thorn 1
Christine Jerao Tierra 3
Rachael Sophia Tigner
Nikolas Criag Tollett
Helen X. Tran
Lynn Khanh Tran
Thomas Thanh Tran 2
Khoa Anh Truong 3
Kevin Andre Tucker
Phuc Hoai Vo 2
Uyen T. Vo
Davis James Webb
Kareemah Webster
John N. Xydas 3
Chen Yang
Chun Jung Yeh 1
Brooke A. Zochert 3
Phuong Thi My Truong

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude
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Message from the Dean

May 16, 2021

Dear Graduates,

Congratulations! You have worked hard and now you are ready to 
put the power of your legal education to work in courtrooms and 
boardrooms, government service and public agencies. You have 
the opportunity to take the knowledge and skills you learned at the 

University of Houston Law Center and uphold the highest standards of the legal profession 
by seeking justice for all, including those with limited access to the courthouse.

With your J.D., you also join the ranks of thousands of alumni practicing here in Houston 
and around the globe. Our alumni network is here to serve you; they will be your biggest 
supporters and mentors. As graduates, you have access to our free Continuing Legal Education 
(CLE) courses. Please visit our CLE webpage for more information at law.uh.edu/cle/.

 As you begin your professional career, I encourage you to stay in touch with the Law Center. 
You can access our alumni page at law.uh.edu/alumni. We want to send you our alumni 
magazine and Law Center updates, such as my Dean’s Notes, and information on alumni 
events. Thus, we need to stay current with your email and mailing address. You may send 
this information and any updates directly to lawalum@central.uh.edu. I hope you will get 
involved with the UH Law Alumni Association, which is a large and very active community 
that will enrich your professional and personal lives. The Association also will benefit from 
your participation. 

 On behalf of the entire Law Center community, best wishes for a successful career. I am 
honored that you are now part of our vast alumni network. I look forward to greeting you at 
alumni functions. Please feel free to call on me if I may ever be of assistance.

Warmest regards,

 

 

Leonard M. Baynes 
Dean and Professor of Law
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University of Houston
UH Law Center

Commencement Ceremony
Sunday, May 16, 2021, 10 a.m. 
TDECU Stadium

 PLATFORM PARTY PROCESSIONAL Moores School of Music

 NATIONAL ANTHEM  Sarah Marie Neal 
  Master of Music Candidate

 WELCOME  Leonard M. Baynes 
  Dean

 GREETINGS FROM THE UH SYSTEM The Honorable Alvaro De la Cruz, Jr. 
 BOARD OF REGENTS Member

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES Dean Baynes

 CLOSING REMARKS Dean Baynes

 RECESSIONAL Happy by Pharrell Williams

Click on the QR Code to continue 
the celebration by visiting the 
University of Houston Law Center 
2021 Commencement Video Wall.
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University of Houston
UH Law Center

Commencement Ceremony

December 2020 – Graduates

Doctor of 
Jurisprudence
Mark Aufmuth
Bradley T. Barrett 3
Anthony Brister
Haley Crain Carter
Beaux Allen Cochran
Hope Bailey Daus
Heather Elaine Davis 3
James D. Dorough-Lewis
Thomas M. Dougherty
David Reynaldo Ebro
Noah Feldman 2
Bethany L. Howell
Khyra N. Kolidakis
Sirous Mahdavi Kotenai
Ton La, Jr.
Phuong Cac Julie Le
Andrew M. Long
Sarah Kristian Lonvick 3

Isabell Martinez
Christopher Cody Thomas Miller
Chance Lynn Moser
Mirtala Garza Oliveros
Matthew Reed
Spencer Ryerson 3
Austen Coby Smith
Anna Gale Steele
Ashton Anderson Thrasher
Aniekeme Sunday Udoetok
Patrick Ryan Wall
Ricardo Jerome Wilson

Master of Laws
Faisal Abdullah Zahir Al Rashdi
Amarachi Chinoye Amadi
Anthony Brister
Janet Raya Campos
Ying Chen
Heather Elaine Davis

Carlos Dominguez Gonzalez
James D. Dorough-Lewis
Thomas M. Dougherty
Catalina Flores Del Valle
Erika Flynn-Davis
Siobhan Galbraith
Jaime Uvalle Gutierrez
Bethany L. Howell
Autumn Mae Humphreys
Kennedy Dewayne Jones
Muhammed Karatoprak
Phuong Cac Julie Le
David Leinig Meiler
Scheila Macedo de Lara Araujo
Alina Manolache
Mahdi Nazari
Rebekah D. Reed 1
Victor Hernando Segura
Ka Shun Tung
Aniekeme S. Udoetok
Olinda M. Woodruff

Spring 2021– Candidates for graduation

Doctor of 
Jurisprudence
Pierre Aana
Lakshmi Achari
Cynthia Mercedes Albarran
Natasha Alexander 3
John T. Appel
Rachel Leah Arco
Mitchell J. Armstrong
Alyssa Rae Arnold 3
Richard Alexander Barclay
Brooke Linnette Bentley
Jonathan William Bever
Kade McClain Beyer
Alexandra C. Bismuth
Amanda Nicole Blons
Adam Christopher Bourns

Jahnathan LaRoi Davidson Braquet
Bailey Alexandra Bridges 3
Emma Rose Brockway
Charles Daniel Brooks
Spencer DeBruin Brown
Natasha Helene Cabucio
Taylor Leigh Calfee 2
Thomas K. Caraher 3
Samantha Casas
Ryan Taylor Chastain 3
Stuart Cobb 2
Delenn Caya Cooper
Sylvia K. Craven
Courtney Elizabeth Crews
Courtney Margaret Crosby
Robert Cunningham 1
Brooke Ireland Curry 2
Wangmu Danzeng

Janhavi Das 2
Thomas Rapier Dawson
Simone Michelle De Lacey
Jose R. De Leon
Aditi Deal 3
Drew G. DiZinno
Siara Nicole Dodds
Christopher James Duncan 2
Daniel Ferris
Caitlyn Grey Fiebrich 3
Eric Michael Fierce
Clayton Fitzgerald
Connor P. Flanagan
Brennan Kacie Flannery 3
Grady James Fleming
Barbara Estephani Flores
David Edward Fuss 1
Robert Charles Giasson

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude
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Daniel Gonzalez
Megan Lee Grace
Victoria Kay Grefer
Jesse Guadiana
Stefan Guerrero
Nicholas Guillory
Quentin Hale
Theodore H. Hale
Emily N. Hall
Samantha Sue Halliburton
Christopher R. Hammond
Elizabeth Sherril Hardage
Sophia Sepulveda Harms 2
Emily Rose Haywood
Justin Kyle Hicks 3
Michael Duncan Holmes
Adam Alexander Honeycutt
Seyed Ali Hosseini Gohar
Brian John Hostutler
Mu Wei Hsu
Thomas M. Hudson 2
Maria Nora Ibrahim
Matthew Ezra James Jackson
Fariha Jawed 3
Sean Ming Jensen
Rebecca Lynne Jordan 3
Alanna Marie Justman
Joann Karam
Priyanka Tirandaz Kasnavia
Kimberlyn Michelle Kasperitis
Michelle Annalise Katz 2
Harneet Kaur 3
Jesse R. Keleman
Kelsey. Kim
So Young Kim
Samuel David. Kinne
Dominic Christopher Kisielewski
Chelsea Coe Klumpp 2
Maroun Pierre Koutani
Mark Jemison Kritzer
Haley Elizabeth Kurisky
Mercedes Angelina Iman Landry
Danielle Adrianna Langemeier 3
John Anthony LaPorte
Alberto Daniel Lindsey
Beatriz Susana Lopez

Jadelyn Lopez
Raymond Sirui Lu
Emily Cheanne Lucot
Reagan Michelle Lutter 1
Michael F. Lyman
Mason C. Malone 2
Jessie Ruth Manzewitsch 2
Maggie Erin Martin
Alexys Janae Mathis
Reilly Thomas McAfee
Patricia Dillon McDade
Maria Marcelina Medellin
Erika Lynn McDonald 3
Erin Horan Mendez 1
Preston M. Meyers
Drewe Edith Molin 2
Francisco Rene Montalvo
Angela M. Morales
Morgan Brooke Morrow
Ryan Andrew Mulvihill
Julia Ngo
Richard Dinh Nguyen
Nicholas Novacco
Lucas David Novick 3
Theresa Akosua Nuamah
Stephanie Tochukwu Nweke
Robert Allan Oakes IV 3
Spencer James Packard 2
Billie T. Parker
Jay Pravin Patel
Shreya V. Patel 2
Giovanni Perez
Paul Andres Pirela
Brian Kyle Pounds
Allison D. Pratt
Xinmei Qu
Michael Vincent Rakauskas
Jimmy Angel Ramirez
Madison Shay Richburg
Cacique Jayuya Rich-Martinez
Jaclyn Elani Riff
Christine Angeline Rios
Janie Rios
Clarissa Andrea Rivera
Maryse Elina Rodriguez
Julie Rogers

Ricky Rojas
Benjamin Romberg
Robert Jordan Root
Eric Ruiz
Caroline O’Connor Sage
Johann Zebastian Salazar
Mario Sanchez, Jr.
Haley Nicole Sandoval 2
Samuel Miles Schauer
Patrick DeWayne Sears, Jr.
Joshua Selvidge
Michael Christopher Shultz
Lauryn Bailey Singhoff
Nickoloz Snovely
Marcos R. Sonthay
Kaysha Spoon
Hannah Rochelle Strawser
Christine Marie Sulkis
Hannah Elizabeth Taylor
Morgan Alexandra Thomas
Jessica Totten 1
Huong Michelle Trang
Jenelle Marie Tubergen 2
Austin Lee Turman 3
Derek N. Ude
Ghazal Ullah
Xperanza Xanthia Uviedo
Tabitha C. Valverde
Deryck Van Alstyne 2
Jennifer M. Walker
Kristina Walpole
Nikita Westberg
Kelli Elizabeth White 2
Royline Williams-Fontenelle
John Williamson
Corynn Elizabeth Wilson 3
Katelyn Morgan Woodruff
Ningneng Xu
Yile Xu
Meredith Ellison Yuan 3
Lama A. Zakzok
Jehnytssa Doharep Zetino
Lucia Donna Zhan

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude
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Master of Laws
Nadine Alkiswany
Eduardo Antonio Amesty Chirinos
Faryal Ayub
Chad Evan Bond
Pedro Luis Duran Araujo
Brett Alexander Dyer Salazar
Chirlei Ribeiro Glapion
Tetyana Jabber

Matthew Ezra James Jackson
Fatemeh Khajehhosseini
Dominic Christopher Kisielewski
Edward W. Leckerling IV
Alberto Daniel Lindsey
Beatriz Susana Lopez
Erika Lynn McDonald
Christopher Cody Thomas Miller
Kyle P. O’Farrell

Jordyn Deay Rystrom Emmert
Maria Saavedra
Tara Renee Scardino
Geisa Schrader
Kaysha Spoon
Daniel Lee Stone
Royline Williams-Fontenelle

August 2021 – Candidates for graduation

Doctor of 
Jurisprudence
Eli Andrews Janik

University of Houston
UH Law Center

Commencement Ceremony

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude
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Message from the Interim Dean

Congratulations to the graduating class of 2021! 

All of you resilient, hardworking graduates are receiving your 
diplomas today after navigating what might be the most unusual 
path to graduation ever experienced. When you began your journeys 
at the University of Houston, no one could have predicted all of the 
challenges that would arise. Many of you first joined us in the Fall 

2017 semester, when Hurricane Harvey flooded the entire city. Social unrest shook our 
nation in the summer of 2020, as conversations and demonstrations about racial injustice 
and abuse occurred on a global scale. The recent winter storm and failure of the energy 
grid cast us into darkness and frigid cold for nearly a week. The ongoing global pandemic 
fundamentally altered our approaches to teaching, learning and communication, in some 
ways, perhaps forever. 

But you succeeded anyway. You maintained focus and set priorities. You responded and 
adapted, and responded and adapted again and again. You engaged new and exciting ideas 
and methods, and you developed new and unique solutions. The challenges and changes 
did not compromise your commitment to complete your degree requirements. You did not 
waver when faced with difficulty, and your spirit remained intact throughout. These traits 
indicate the strength of your character and your will. I know that your education and 
experiences at the University of Houston will serve you well throughout the rest of your 
intellectual, professional and personal lives. You can, and will, change the world. 

Now that you have achieved what you have been working on for so long, please take some 
time for celebration with your family, friends and everyone who supported you along 
the way. Your dedication and perseverance have paid off – It was worth it! Graduation 
is a time for looking forward with optimism: Anything is possible. The fact that we are 
gathering today for an in-person commencement ceremony is a sign that we will return 
to – and improve upon – the communities that have allowed us to stay Houston Strong, 
CLASS Strong and Coog Strong. As members of the newest graduating class, you will have 
the privilege of shaping that brighter future. 

Congratulations, and Go Coogs!

Sincerely,

Dr. Daniel P. O’Connor 
Interim Dean
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Wednesday, May 12, 2021, 10:00 a.m. 
TDECU Stadium

 PLATFORM PARTY PROCESSIONAL Moores School of Music

 NATIONAL ANTHEM  Sarah Marie Neal 
  Master of Music Candidate

 RECOGNITION OF PLATFORM PARTY Todd Romero 
  Associate Dean, Undergraduate Affairs

 GREETINGS Renu Khator 
  President 

 COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS Daniel P. O’Connor 
  Interim Dean

 RECOGNITION OF ACADEMIC HONORS Associate Dean Romero

 PRESENTATION OF DOCTORAL DEGREE CANDIDATES Susan Scarrow 
  Associate Dean of Graduate Studies

 PRESENTATION OF MASTER’S CANDIDATES Associate Dean Scarrow

 PRESENTATION OF BACHELOR’S CANDIDATES Associate Dean Romero

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES President Khator

 CONCLUDING REMARKS Dean O’Connor

 ALMA MATER Moores School of Music Concert Chorale

 RECESSIONAL 
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Spring and Summer 2021 – Candidates for Graduation

Doctor of Philosophy

Department of Economics 
Eris Azizaj 

Essays on the FinTech Lending Market 
Advisor: Bent E. Sorensen, Ph.D. 

Xavier Martin Bautista 
Essays on Consumption
Advisors: Bent Sorensen, Ph.D. and 
German Cubas, Ph.D.

Boblawende Jean Kabore 
The Effects of Women’s Employment on 
Intimate Partner Violence in West Africa 
Advisor: Willa H. Friedman, Ph.D. 

Kriti Khanna 
Credit Contract Enforcement and Income 
Disparities across Indian States 
Advisor: Kei-Mu Yi, Ph.D. 

William C. Labadie
Essays on Unanticipated Responses to 
Education Policy 
Advisor: Vikram Maheshri, Ph.D. 

Reza Parsi 
A Time Series Analysis of Crude Oil 
Supply, Demand, and Price with Non-
Gaussian Approach
Advisor: Kei-Mu Yi, Ph.D. 

Priyam Verma
Optimal Infrastructure after Trade 
Reform in India 
Advisor: Kei-Mu Yi, Ph.D. 

Department of English

Creative Writing and Literature 
Barbara Drumheller 

From Her Axle Torn: A Novel 
Advisor: Antonya Nelson, MFA

Joshua S. Gottlieb-Miller 
Dybbuk Americana
Advisor: Kevin Prufer, MFA

Niki Herd
The Stuff of Hollywood
Advisor: Kevin Prufer, MFA

Onyinye Ihezukwu 
Afterlives of Spirituality in Smoke 
Advisor: Chitra Divakaruni, Ph.D.

Matthew J. Krajniak 
Everything and Nothing
Advisor: Peter Turchi, Ph.D.

Carolann V. Madden 
The Folklorist and the Poet: Explorations 
in Expressive Culture 
Advisor: Roberto J. Tejada, Ph.D.

Stalina Villarreal
Watcha
Advisor: Roberto J. Tejada, Ph.D.

Cait Ginn Weiss
Extended Cut
Advisor: Roberto J. Tejada, Ph.D.

English 
Gerald Barr 

Anticolonial Literature of India’s 
Independence Movement 
Advisor: Sebastain Lecourt, Ph.D.

Matthew James Bizzell
Scripted by War: Contemporary 
American War Writing as Trauma Texts
Advisor: W. Lawrence Hogue, Ph.D. 

Maurine Ogonnaya Ogbaa
From Peripheral Metropolis to Inverted 
Eden: Development, Gender, and 
Subjectivity in Contemporary, Female-
Authored, West African Bildungsroman     
Advisor: Hosam Aboul-Ela, Ph.D.

Aisha Sadiq 
African American Feminism in 
Environmental Humanities 
Advisor: W. Lawrence Hogue, Ph.D.

Department of Health and 
Human Performance 

Aquasia Audre Shaw 
2020 Vision: An Interpretative 
Phenomenological Analysis of the Lived 
Experiences of Black Female Athletes
Advisor: Billy Hawkins, Ph.D. 

Department of Hispanic Studies 
Isis Renee Campos 

Memory, The American Dream, 
Community, and Beyond: Central 
American Women’s Representation and 
Writing in the United States
Advisors:  Gabriela Baeza Ventura, Ph.D. 

and Nicolás Kanellos, Ph.D. 

Maria Margarita Chávez 
Maestras en las líneas de fuego. 
Representación de la maestra rural en la 
literatura mexicana y española posterior a 
movimientos de violencia nacional. 
Advisor: Maria Elena Solino, Ph.D. 

Ana Emilia Felker Centeno 
Santuarios. Ensayo narrativo sobre los 
comunes de la violencia racista hacia la 
población latinx 
Advisor: Anadeli Bencomo, Ph.D.

Blanca Esther Gomez 
El discurso periodístico de opinión 
de estudiantes mexicoamericanos y 
mexicanos 
Advisor: Manuel Gutierrez, Ph.D.

Yordanis Morales Utria 
Ficción Especulativa en Narradores 
Cubanos de la Generación Cero
Advisor: Mabel Cuesta, Ph.D. 

Department of History 
Quentin Adams 

Laudianism in the North: The Impact 
of Laudianism in the Archdeaconry of 
Nottingham
Advisor: Catherine F. Patterson, Ph.D.

Francesca Guerri 
The Friendship Network of Matilda 
of Tuscany Reconstructing Matilda’s 
Motivation and Ideology Through the 
Lens of Her Individual Relationships
Advisor: Sally Vaughn, Ph.D.

Matthew Thomas Finnie
The Dry Bones Speak: Hero Cult and the 
Staging of Heroes in Ancient Athens
Advisor: Frank Holt, Ph.D. 
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Alberto Wilson III 
Pan American Cities: Binational 
Metropolitan Development in El Paso 
and Ciudad Juárez, 1945-1994
Advisor: Monica Perales, Ph.D.

Department of Political Science 
Kasia Hinkson

Identity Isn’t Only Skin Deep: 
Examining the Potential Legitimacy and 
Consequences of Identity-based Politics 
in the American Context 
Advisor: Jeronimo Cortina, Ph.D.

Ulkar Imamverdiyeva 
Female Leaders and Foreign Policy 
Advisor: Patrick Shea, Ph.D. 

Haimo Li
The Burkean theme in the late 
Jefferson’s political writings (1809-1826)                                           
Advisor: Jeremy D. Bailey, Ph.D.

Anna Marisa Schoen 
Beyond the Nation-State Order: 
Recovering Pre-Modern Conceptions of 
Nationhood 
Advisor: Alin Fumurescu, Ph.D. 

Department of Psychology

Clinical Psychology
Brooke A. Bartlett 

An Examination of the Interpersonal-
Psychological Theory of Suicide among 
Urban Firefighters: Associations with 
Posttraumatic Stress and Distress 
Tolerance 
Advisor: Anka Vujanovic, Ph.D.

Abigail E. Candelari
Single-Session Intervention for Parental 
Accommodation and Overcontrolling 
Behaviors: A Pilot Study
Advisor: Andres G. Viana, Ph.D., ABPP

Soumia Cheref 
Suicide Cognitions Among Arab 
American Emerging Adults: Risk and 
Protective Factors
Advisor: Rheeda Walker, Ph.D.

Katherine Alvord Fox
Defining the Construct of Malingered 
PTSD in Civil Litigation: A Confirmatory 
Factor Analysis 
Advisor: John P. Vincent, Ph. D. 

Brooke Yvonne Kauffman 
Computer-Delivered Intervention for 
Individuals with Obesity and Elevated 
Anxiety Sensitivity 
Advisor: Michael J. Zvolensky, Ph.D. 

Jessica Michelle Meers
Interaction of Sleep and Emotion Across 
the Menstrual Cycle
Advisor: Candice Alfano, Ph.D.

Francesca Penner 
Caregiver Mentalizing Operationalized as 
Mediational Learning among Caregivers 
of Orphans and Vulnerable Children in 
South Africa 
Advisor: Carla Sharp, Ph.D. 

Alexandra Snead 
Risk Factors Associated with Alcohol Use 
and Intimate Partner Violence 
Advisor: Julia C. Babcock, Ph.D.

Kelli Lynn Sullivan 
Future and Past Autobiographical 
Memory in HIV Disease 
Advisor: Steven Paul Woods, Psy.D.

Christina Thomas 
Imaging Genetics Study of Specific 
Reading Disability: The Role of 
Semaphorin 6d
Advisor: Elena Grigorenko. Ph.D. 

Emma Woodward 
Parental Socialization of Emotion and 
Anxiety Among Latinx Youth: The Role of 
Emotion Dysregulation and Familismo 
Advisor: Andres G. Viana, Ph.D.

Industrial Organizational 
Psychology 
Nikola Fedorowicz 

Hostile Work Climate and 
Counterproductive Work Behaviors: 
The Role of Situational Awareness Self-
Efficacy and Personality 
Advisor: Lawrence Alan Witt, Ph.D.

Mike Olson
Effects of Contextual Signals on 
Presenteeism and Exhaustion
Advisor: Lawrence Alan Witt, Ph.D.

Xueqi Wen 
“Benefits Of Upward Perceived Support: 
The Roles of Gratitude, Indebtedness, and 
Workgroup Identification”
Advisor: Robert Eisenberger, Ph.D. 

Social Psychology
Megan K. Britton

The Impact of Microaggressions on 
Alcohol Consumption and Alcohol-
Related Problems among Latinx 
Community Members and College 
Students
Advisor: Jaye L. Derrick, Ph.D

Sana Haddad
The Indirect Effect of Traumatic Stress 
on Individual and Relational Outcomes 
Through Couple Interactions
Advisor: Jaye Derrick, Ph.D.

Carol Wang 
Benefit Finding and Resiliency in the 
Wake of Hurricane Harvey and Cancer
Advisors: Dr. Qian Lu (Chair) and  
Dr. Clayton Neighbors (Co-Chair)

Master of Arts 

Department of Comparative 
and Cultural Studies 

Master of Arts  
in Anthropology
Jeffrey A Flores 
Kaira R. Mercer-Jones
Manuel De Jesus Rodriguez

Jack J. Valenti School 
of Communication

Health Communication 
Lynda Kathryn Nelson 
Daidre Perkins

Mass Communication 
Paloma Alatorre 
Rayna Reid

Public Relations 
Linh Thi Thuy Hua
Carley Joyce Jones
Kellin Patricia Puello Ochoa

LaRahia M. Smith
Uniqua Williams 

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony
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1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

Department of Communication 
Sciences and Disorders 
Skyeler Nicole Aguado 
Cecille Louise Angulo
Clarissa Balderas 
Laura Danielle Betancourt
Gabrielle Marie Broussard
Alishia Raees Bukhari
Lynn Thuy Dang
Rachel Alexandra Dominguez
Isabelle Francois
Alexandra Marie Garza
Kennedy Kehaulani Guess 
Jacqueline Christie Hentz
Gabriela Heredia
Jennifer J. Honeybourne
Emma Eileen Huels
Idoya Indaberea Iriberri
Hibah Jamil
Ashley Jorlando 
Sophie G. King
Madison N. Lee
Meghan E. Lloyd
Marisa Martinez
Kimberly Martinez
Rocio Dejazmin Nunez
Tressia T. Quattlebaum
Kadie B. Sellers
Mariam Siddiqui
Josie Solis
Emily M. Starling
Zoe Elizabeth Strother
Celine Trinh
Yousrah Wasim 
Elyse M. White 
Mona A. Yaacoubi 

Department of Economics 
Darshan Yadunath

Applied Economics 
Denise Rina Alvarez
Justin D. Copple
Miguel Angel Gutierrez 
Aaron D. Kay-Anthony 

Kathryn M. Lenihan 
Hanyan Li 
Tran My Le
Michael Geoffrey Smith
Jordan Brooks Young 

Department of English 

Master of Fine Arts  
in Creative Writing 
Despina Boutris
James H. Gilson
Sonia A. Hamer
Cameron Lehman
Sarah E. Robinson
Grace F.M. Wagner-ODaniel

Master of Arts  
in English 
Evan L. Horne
Steven W. Loyd

Department of Health  
and Human Performance 

Master of Athletic 
Training
Nolan Bond 
Casey Caridad 
Cathryn Renee Carranza
Rachael Dickey 
Cashe Ervine
Lindsey Ann Fitz
Emma Nicole Johnson
Chassidy L. Robinson
Jessica Scott 
Chelsea R. York
Sheldon Dane Kothmann 

Master of Science  
in Human Nutrition 
Gianna Marie Beasley 
Madison V. Hinman 

Stephanie T. Le
Selina L. Ramirez
Meredith Darcie Sorensen
Ashley Stickman 

Master of Arts  
in Sport and Fitness 
Administration 
Vik M. Alvarez
Ashlynd M. Bunce 
Zareah L. Horton
Michael Antonio Layton 
Nathaniel Walker 

Master of Arts

Department of History 
Senan Shaibani 

Department of Modern 
and Classical Languages 
Silvia Edith Romo-Duarte

Department of Philosophy 
Gabrielle Sinclaire Burgard
Phillip Zachary Kieval
Tyler Porter

Department of Political Science 
Isaiah C. Johnson
Paul Robert Johnson

Department of Psychology 
Jean Philippe Bodet III
Lindsay J. Browne
Haley Elizabeth Conroy
Jessica Leeann Garcia 
Sophie R. Kerr
Zihan Liu
Keely McGrew
Clare Patricia Simcox
Jennifer L. Thompson
Jesse Hilliard Walker

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony 
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Master of Public 
Administration 
Megan H. Curewitz 
Zachary L. Lillie 
Citlalli F. Perez 

Bachelor of Arts 
Bachelor of Science

African American Studies
Banner Bearer
Crayton T. Gerst 1

Clarneisa Carter 
Alexandria-Elizabeth Eason 
Crayton T. Gerst 1
Mamisi Ayanna Gordon-Allen 
Kezia Werekoa Nyarko 2

Jack J. Valenti School 
of Communication
Banner Bearer
Noah Martin Key 1

Advertising
Liam Andell 
Daniella Abugaber Aranda 
Alexis Marie Banuelos 
Dominic Xavier Barrientez 
Zavien C. Bean 2
Emylee Belinda Boone 
Christian David Bowen 
Caitlin N. Caldwell 
Robert Cantu 3
Jaylene Ayanna Cardenas 
Omar Cruz 
Bryan Samuel Gudiel 
Joshua Lee Guidry 
Keisha Marie High 
Theresa Servigon Magana 
William Javier Menendez 3
Gabriela Nichole Munoz 2
Monica Navarro 
Meshyla Nesbitt 
Taylor Ly Nguyen 3

Jan Angeline D. Parayno 2
Gabriela Paola Perez 
Rocky Rockford Revard 
Jiselle Tolentino Santos 
Amani Roshan Shayer 
Alejandra Sophia Shimel 3
Breanna Laine Sones 
Nathan Etienne Tjon-Joe-Pin 
Allan J. Velasquez 1

Communication Studies
Rafael Serrillos Barboza 2
Elizabeth Caceres 3
Ryan Alexander Pham 2
Ariel B. Wadler 2

Corporate Communication
Karin Binjamin 
Marcos Steven Carballo 2
Rocio Esparza 
Malik Lorenzo Evans-Netterville 
Maxcyne Adrienne Garibdass 
Alisia Gibbs 
Roberto Alexander Gonzalez 
Sarah Isabel Gupton 3
Jackie Kim Quy Huynh 
Ana Karen Islas 
Sophia Pakravan 2
Alera C. Rivera 1
Lance M. Rogers 
Abigail Grace Schulte 1
Shelly Hyun Shin 2
Megan L. Trennel 2
Virginia Marie Wells 1
Paige Elizabeth Wright 2
Adelaida Zyla 1

Health Communication
Nhan T. Bui 1
Madeline Claire Cagney 
Alexandra Elise Cox 2
Shelbie R. Swinhoe 2

Integrated Communication
Christian K. Auguste 
Reagan L. Bisel 2
Amara Bush 1

Donald Nguyen Cao 
Han Gia Chau 2
Leah B. Colin 
Diana Alondra Cordero 
Caroline Marie Craft 2
Alyssa Jordan 
Angelica G. Kremer 1
Yasmin Juliana Lopez 
Danielle Martinez 2
Magaly Lizbeth Gutierrez Rangel 2
Jonathan W. Shyy 2
Divya Taneja 3
Tea Thomas-Alexander 3
Katy Thormer 3
Diane Van Tran 3

Interpersonal Communication
Jabrea Denise Bennett 2
Emma Katherine Goetze 
Christina N. B. Larson 
Kiara Danielle McFail 
Dylan Matthew Morel 
Samantha Rojas 
Deanna Kae Waggoner 

Journalism
Betsy Marisol Acosta 
Rahma Omolola Adesina 3
Andrea Katherine Agee 
Ensaf Ahmad Al-Hmoud 
Tiffany N. Brown 
Layne Garrett Camp 3
Desiree M. Cantu 3
Lauren Taylor Chedotal 3
Madelyn Claire Emilia Chidester 2
Stephania Coello-Martinez 
Sharae D. Corbin 3
Sania Dayyani 
Daisy Espinoza 2
Abraham Josue Figueroa 
Karissa Noelle Franklin 
Kaila J. Garrett 
Jose Gasca 
Christiana Oluwatoyin Giwa 2
Gregory Lee Goods 
Ashlyn Marie Harlan 

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony
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Laraib Hashmi 
Alana Kimberly Howard 
Teya Nechol Kelley 2
Rebeca Ann Lazo 1
Christopher Payton Lee 3
Chelsea O. Linares 3
Marlayna L. Livingston 2
Daniela E. Machado 3
Maria Guadalupe Mendoza 
Sophia Mora 3
Laura Antonella Contasti Morotoli 3
Brandi Caylin Pando 
Ivan Alexander Duran Puente 2
Delaney Ramirez 3
Claydra Selyna Rhodes 
Baileigh A. Sheffield 
Yesenia Soto 2
Michael I. Taggart 
Emelye Tavira 
Kayla Loriel Torres 
Tavian Reece Wilson 
Melissa Nicole Wright 3
Raven Brooke Wuebker 
Andy Yanez 3

Media Production
Bryant G. Acosta 3
Timothy Oluwadahunsi Ajayi 3
Madison Alvis 3
Frank M. Arevalo 
Shari Camille Austin 3
Tyler T. Bailey 2
Aneisha Nicole Barrett 2
Charles Cirrus Escandor Bergman 3
Bailey Elizabeth Blair 2
Brady Bowling 2
Aaliyah T. Brown 3
Ny’Ree Imani Butler 
Leslie Joann Campos 2
Devon J. Canal 2
Daniel Alexander Carrasco 
Garrett Donley Castello 
Enrique I. Castillo 1
Jesus Castillo, Jr. 2
Ezequiel Cordero 2

Natalie Dawn Cox 1
Maidha Dandia 2
Nicolas Davis 
Richard P. Diaz 
Katelyn Taylor Dumas 
Rafael Elorza 2
Audrey A. Eyring 1
Angie Garcia 3
Catherine Garcia 2
Luis A. Garcia 
Roberto Angel Garcia 
Crayton T. Gerst 1
Jorge L. Gonzalez 2
Karlina Denise Gonzalez 2
Patrick T. Grady 2
Alexander Pranas Grider 2
Grace Hatfield 1
Jessica Henderson 
Amanda Joy Johnson 1
Andrew Emilio Johnson 3
Tiara Michelle Joyner 
Kelvin Ram Kataria 2
Noah Martin Key 1
Brittany Lau 2
Oscar Lazo 
Daniel Patrick Lopez 3
Mario A. Lopez 1
Anthony Luna 3
Johnny Thanh Nghia Luu 3
John Anthony MacFarlane 
Michelle Marie Magallon 
Matt Ryan Malone 1
Camille Elise Manaker 2
Jonathan A. Mancera 
Aaron Marcia 1
Marissa Conchita Martinez 3
Adron T. Matlock 3
Raul Alejandro Mendoza 3
Andrei Patrick Merkoulov 1
Miranda Gabrielle Miller 3
Alisya Marina Mora 
Malia Ruth Nellums 2
Gabriella L. Nelson 1
Yen Truc Nguyen 2
Daniel Antonio Olmedo 

Juseung Park 1
Juliette Andrea De Andrade Piedrahita 2
Felipe Posada 
Jesse Prado 
Evan Alexander Pratt 
Alexandrea Rodriguez 1
David Rubio 2
Miguelangel Ruiz 3
Stalin Santiago 2
Justine Avery Rivera Singson 
Tiffany L. Smith 3
Stephen Craig Steptoe 
Matty Sullivan 2
Alexandros Takis 
Sam Harrison Vanbiber 2
Ashley A. Vasquez 1
Madeleine Marguerite Willars 2

Media Studies
Brianna Michelle Branham 2
Briana Coleman 
Austin S. Han 
Erin R. Vasquez 3

Public Relations
Ammarah Naseeruddin Ahmed 
Karina De Los Angeles Moura Aquino 2
Gina Ann Baker 2
Tyler Patrick Blake 
Fayth E. Booker 
Brooke Broadway 
Nicolas Coburn 2
Giselle Delia Colon 
Isabel Estella Cruz 
Michaela J. Davis 
Noemi Nguidang Ela 3
Alondra Z. Garcia 
Julia Garza 
Jacqueline Ann Geaccone 
Sarah Delaney Green 
Naomi Gudino 2
Dylan Hanna 2
Deron Hargrove 
Riane Nichole Bluejacket Harris 2
Elizabeth Anne Hatcher 
Adriuna Alexia Howard 
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Alberto Huichapa 3
Ayanna Kya Johnson 
Katelyn B. Karing 2
Lauren Ashley Lane 
Angie Carmelita Macias 2
Ximena G. Magana 2
Grant Daniel McAnelley 
Dantevion Demond McClendon 
Isabel Christen McDowell 
Frida Mostkoff 3
Eno Mary Oduok 2
Ava Christine Pena 3
Martin Ramos, Jr. 
Deseri Monique Rodriguez 
Jacqueline Rojas 3
Vivianna Lizeth Cuevas Ruiz 2
Courtney Danielle Saenz 3
Sephora Apinda Sakombi 
Brunello Marino Ugo Salesi III 
Marbeline Lucia Sanchez 1
Jennifer Truong 2
Juan C. Uribe 
Cody Wheeler 

Strategic Communication
Tamia Daniels 
Alina Sofia Dominguez 3
Amina Mohamed Ewida 2
Briana J. Fahy 
Breanna Marie Garcia 
Irvin Hernandez 2
Kevin Javier Hernandez 
Jennifer Margarita Herrera 3
Emily Hurley 
Djene Kaba 
Lina Maria Larrahondo 
Leonardo Maldonado 3
Alexa R. Marmolejo 3
Guadalupe Martinez 
Stacy Michelle Mora 3
Miriam Orozco 1
Giselle Ortiz 
Alyssa Linh Osorio 2
Cayla Marie Parks 
Brittni D. Robison 1

Lisa R. Shannon 2
Mahmoud Shreidi 2
Xena Gabrielle Velasco Simons 3
Sofia Victoria Pineda Siwady 
Lou Weaver 
Ana Maria Aranda Zambrano 1

Department of Communication  
Sciences and Disorders
Banner Bearer
Arden E. Alldredge 1

American Sign Language 
Interpreting
Maidaly Arteaga 3
Carmen Valencia Ayon 3
Rebeca Chantel Bautista 
Kaitlin Beals 
Jessyka Ann Dodson 
Jhanae Eves 
Jazmin Hernandez 
Jesse K. Lovejoy 3
Amanda Luxton 2
Adriana Nayeli Martinez 3
Skye Slater 2
Kellen B. Solomon 

Communication Sciences 
and Disorders
Neha R. Alex 1
Saman N. Ali 2
Arden E. Alldredge 1
Leah Bracken 3
Emily Brown 3
Tina T. Bui 2
Aman Dua Butt 1
Madeline R. Byrd 3
Denilson Guillermo Calderon 2
Alejandra Lisbeth Calixto 
Carson M. Cash 2
Victoria Centeno 3
Bisma Noor Choudhry 2
Nicole Corrigeux 3
Geissel Ysemenia Delcid 1
Angela Dion 2
Abby Sarai Elorza 2

Lesly Michelle Cruz Esquivel 1
Cecelia Fitzgerald 
Montana Rae Fletcher 2
Olivia Fuentes 3
Melissa Garcia 2
Samantha Garcia 2
Leilani Avelina Hoffman 3
Nastassia Domonique Horn 
Tammie Thanh Huynh 1
Faith Nicole Ingracia 3
Daniela E. Iraheta 1
Stephanie Jaime 2
Kimberly Jordan 2
Saige Amber Kalichman 3
Robin Christina King 2
Kelly K. Luu 2
Daisy Maldonado 2
Damaris Martinez 1
Damaris L. Negrete 1
Eme Aniefiok Offiong 
Xiomara Beatriz Oviedo 3
Arsula Parekh 1
Caroline Quinonez 2
Mishaal Babar Rashid 1
Areli Rodriguez 1
Tien T. Rushton 2
Sandra L. Serrano 1
Kathleen Servellon 2
Erick Gabriel Trujillo 
Anna Do Truong 2
Marisa C. Villarreal 2
Summer Zisong Wan 2
Alyssa Michelle Yarbrough 3
Raghad Awad Zaidan 3

Department of Comparative  
Cultural Studies
Banner Bearer
Sun Taylor 1

Anthropology
Hadrian Barbosa 2
Cassie Marie Belnoski 
John Amadeus Friedrich Gelehrte 3
Karla Ruby Gomez 
Shelby Nicole Hojnacki 
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Tracy Makayla Klembus 
Cynthia Jane Kretlow 
Kathryn Loyd 3
Katherine Leigh Lyerla 
Saghi Matinfar 
Eric Darnell Murphy, Jr. 
Tran Thai Bao Nguyen 3
Saajan U. Patel 3
Ronnie Gene Randles, Jr. 
McKenzie K. Ray 
Kevin E. Shell 3

Liberal Studies
Asya Ashraf 2
Dilmer Julian Bernardez 
Jazmyne U’nay Betters 1
Joshua Craig Bokemeyer 
Jonathan Daniel Bosch 
Selena Nycole Burrell 3
Liezl Faith Canlas 1
Angela Chung 
Heather Nina Marie Cotton 3
Courtney Nicole Dagostaro 2
Zachary Damiani 3
Ashley P. Dao 1
Sydney Catherine Davis 2
Kadiatou Diallo 
Emily Diaz 
Sidney R. Dumars 2
Jami Leeann Eckols-Leonard 3
Faith Fritch 
Sandra Marithza Gil 
Luke M. Gorski 
Brison Jeremiah Gresham 
Nancy Jamileth Guillen 
Brittany A. Gura 1
Jacob Hernandez 3
Eseosa Bawo Amen Igbinoba 
Theodora Bohdana Kawszan 
Vy Nguyen Le 1
Anna M. Ruiz Lopez 1
Vanessa Lopez 
Mary Danielle Manio 2
Trae A. Mauricio 2
Thao T. Ngo 3

My Xuan Thi Nguyen 1
Beatitude Olufemi 
Kimberly Amanda Palasota 
Rachel M. Reynolds 3
Cita M. Rogers 2
Elaina N. Roher 2
Sharon Jasmin Santos 2
Jeremy Jabbar Singleton 
Macey Lynn Staes 
Eden Turtur Thomas 
Althea O. Thompson 
Christen Alexandra Volding 2
Kelly Walter 
Colleen Elena Wilkinson 
Hannah Ming Wright 3
Katerin Paola Zapata 2

Religious Studies
Taylor Sun 1

Department of Economics
Banner Bearer
Sameer Akbar Sidiq 1

Abdul-Malik Adejare Adebisi 
Jehan Najeeb Alasad 3
Jose Julian Aldana 
Silvia Vanize Delgado Alexandre 
Jose Samuel Almanza 3
Anthony James Andreotti 
Kamike C. Anozie 
Samin Ayeman 3
Jason Javid Azarm 
Leonardo P. Mendoza Bernuy 1
Romelie Sobusa Biyo 2
Isaiah David Blaylock 3
Ian Swavek Brzeski 
Paola Ivett Cabrera 
Alejandro Mori Calienes 2
Adrianna Maria Canalda 
Simon K. Cao 1
Roger Casiano 3
Vilma B. Castro 2
Andy Chang 
Mark J. Clements 
Adrian Cuevas 

Shilpa Dais 3
Hoa Dang 
Quinton Trey Davis 
Briana Michelle DeCoo 
Luis E. Di Meco 
Adam Eugene Drexler 
Selin Erden 
Evan W. Escalante 
Silvia Stacy Esquivel 
Juan Carlos Estrada 
Aleena Farzok 
Alan Flores 
Andrea Garcia 
Noah McDermott Geer 1
Marci Anaomi Gonzalez-Mejia 
John Gregg 
Pasha Charles Hammond 3
Jacob E. Hern 2
Jasmine Hernandez 
Ruben Steven Ortiz Hernandez 3
James Tuan Ho 
Ziwang Huang 
Jessica G. Hulett 
Ugonna Pearl Ibeh 
Austin A. Jacobson 
Shelby Ann Jenkins 
Soutel Edwin LeBlanc-Ernest 
Zilong Li 
Luke Elliot Long 
Stuart Andrew MacNee 3
Patricio Madero 
Hassan Emad Makiya 3
Natalie Mares 
Kayla Toni Marshall 
Ahmad Muaz Bin Mazlan 3
Rebecca DeFreese McAlister 
John Spencer McCarthy 2
Evan S. McClain 
Nabeil Mohideen 2
Brian Thomas Moore 
Bryan Anthony Morales 
Derick Morales 
Ammara Mohsin Mukhi 1
Gayathri Mullapudi 
Archita Gopakumar Nair 
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Devon O’Brien 
Christopher Robert O’Bryant 
Brendan McCoy O’Hare 
Ryan Kees Parsons 
Dhilan J. Patel 
Neelam C. Patel 2
Sarina Shailesh Patel 
Elizabeth Ann Pier 
Ethan Primeaux 
Charisse M. Ramos 
Josue A. Reyes 3
Jacob Alexander Rhodes 3
Austin Jay Ritchie 2
Katherine Ivette Rivas 
Riley C. Rizzo 
Rodolfo Rodriguez 2
Kyle James Rorison 
Gabriel Bentivoglio Ruiz 1
Damaris I. Blanco Serpaz 2
Jasleen K. Sidhu 1
Sameer Akbar Sidiq 1
Shubhangi Singh 2
Andres E. Strauss 
Oladipupo S. Suraju 
Darren Teamer 
Anu Merin Thomas 1
Michael A. Thomas 
Ryan Kirk Towns 
Carter B. Trahan 
Amaia Mikayla Valley 
John Jack Varcados 
Elisa J. Vazquez 
Miguel Vazquez 3
Adam Paul Vrabec 
Tyler Hyrum Wacaster 
John H. Walkington 3
Ledontre C. Walters 3
Bryce C. Washington 
Kyle A. Wendler 
Alyssa Christian Wernli 
Tyler G. Willmore 
Derek Wing 
I-Ting Yang 
Nicole Patricia Zeinner 
Jiazheng Zhang 3

Department of English
Banner Bearer
Caelia Dawn McNabb 1

Sahar Saeed Ahmed 2
Omar A. Al-Mahmeed 
Luis Alvaro Alatorre 1
Saraphina F. Anderson 3
Renee Armstrong 1
Skyler M. Barron 
Lindsay Katherine Bien 1
Lauren Amy Borg 3
Amber Bygrave 3
Megan Carlos 
Zoe E. Carter 2
Ernesto Castillo, Jr. 
Brittany A. Cervantes 3
Andrew William Chang 2
Yanitza Cruz 
Shannon K. Cunningham 2
Rebecca Ann DeLauro 
Marcos Carlos Deleon 2
Sanin Dosa 
Cristobella L. Durrette 1
Veronica Sofia Ordonez Ferrer 1
Matthew Flores 3
Cynthia Jenifer Jasso Fuentes 
Jeremy Anthony Garcia 
Russel Austin Gardin, Jr. 1
Sarah Elizabeth Garrison 1
Natalie Louise Gibson 
Christopher Patrick Giles 
Piper Gourley 2
Shuruq Nabukenya Gyagenda 2
Jinsol Christopher Hahn 3
Alexandra Csilla Hallberg 2
Jessica T. Haney 1
Jenna Lynn Harper 
Nichole Erin Harryman 
Rebecca Anne Henderson 
Brian Daniel Jeffers 
Katelyn Elizabeth Jones 3
Zach J. Kelly 
William Leo Kudela 
Sarah Elizabeth Luster 

Elizabeth Suzanne Maass 
Theresa Eileen Martinez 2
Caelia Dawn McNabb 1
Omirian Mendez 3
Gabrielle Renee Mills 1
Nicole Munoz-Lopez 
Devon C. Nech 
Nini Nguyen 1
Charles Wilson Padgett 
Beatrice Pedro 3
Lauren Alexandra Peraza 3
Kayla T. Pham 1
Kristin Ariele Powell 2
Sana Raoof 
Ried Augustine Reavis 2
Jacob A. Resendez 
Alexa Leigh Reynolds 
Katherine Ivette Rivas 
Mayra Esmeralda Romero 
Amanda Lee Rose 2
Sarah Santillan 2
Billie Franco Spurgin 3
Abigail Louise Swartwood 2
Jenna Sweet-Pitiranggon 2
Taylor Alan Thomas 3
Trent Trevino 
Victoria Alexis Tunchez 
Isaias Valladares 
Amy E. Vina 
Lawrence Weeden 3
Naomi Gudopwa Zidon 1

Department of Health  
and Human Performance 
Banner Bearer
Bolatito Adeyeri 1

Human Nutrition and Foods
Hillary Kathleen Adams 
Kenyon Avery Agrons 2
Sehrrish Aziz Ahmed 1
Zainab Ahmed 3
Mehwar Ali 3
Lauren Ann Alsobrook 3
Kent Chigozie Amadi-Ohiri 
Mariam Amanullah 
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Mohammad Taha Mohammad Aslam 1
Jasmine Lam Au 
Jocelynn J. Au 
Chinyere Adora Azubogu 
Shelby Marie Banda 
Nicholas Briseno 
Ty Eugene Brittain 
Asia Channel Brown 
Xavier D. Brown 
Desiree Sobeida Bustos 
Briana Chavez 
Julian Cheng 
Alexandria Karlegan Cuellar 
Mariah Lissette De Los Santos 
Perla Del Real 3
Kelly A. Dinh 3
Danny Nguyen Do 
Hoang Mai Tran Do 3
Blake A. Esparza 
Anggie Lizeth Garcia 2
Glory Anne Gines Garcia 3
Lesli Garcia 2
Emily Rose Garcia-Briones 
Ericka Gibbs 
Alfredo Gonzalez 
Gillian R. Gorski 2
Randa Akram Habazi 1
Monica Estefany Herrera 
Jimmy T. Ho 
Samaa Faisal Hussein 
Brielle Shaunte Johnson 
Dominique Laurin Johnson 2
Youn Hee Ju 
Siji Tomy Kandathil 
Raya Kharboutli 
Arig Tarig Khidir 
Taewon Kim 
Aleena Thomas Kuruvilla 2
Steven Lam 1
Lindsey Brooke Leatherwood 
Royce J. Lee 3
Mindy Anne MacArthur 
Evelyn Marin-Zamora 2
Annalicia Cresencia Martinez 3
Stephanie Mendoza 2

Darci Moore 
Anam Mukhtar Naik 2
Haya Nanneh 3
Anne Thao Nguyen 2
Duy D. Nguyen 3
Kim P. Nguyen 
Stacey H. Nguyen 
Vy Thao Le Nguyen 
Zabrina Le Nguyen 
Dulce Olvera 2
Jaclyn Denise Ramirez 3
Vanessa Reyes 
Abigail Kate Cusi Riddell 3
Jennifer Amanda Roman 
Reese M. Ruehrwein 
Nadia Salim 2
Khulood Sami 
Lonea Savannah 
Janel Segura 
Farida Sewielam 2
Tubha Shaikh 
Shizah Haroon Siddiqui 1
Egypt Sneed 
Charlotte Brooke Sons 3
Nadia Sorathia 2
Cristiana Sofia Sousa-Abreu 2
Nourhan Suleiman 1
Ashley R. Sweet 
Matthew Taing 1
Katarina Carmen Tomasic 2
Jessica Thaouyen Tran 2
Quynh Thanh Allison Tran 3
Thu Hanh Thi Tran 3
Donya Geranpayeh Vaghei 3
Kevin Andrew Valencia 
Elena A. Vasquez 3
Dulce Velazquez 3
Noah C. Wood 
Sukaineh Zabarah 2

Kinesiology – Exercise Science
Omar A. Abdulmajid 
Luis Alberto Acosta 
Bolatito Adeyeri 1
Ejiwumi Taiye Afowobi 

Ezinne Akoma 2
Adetoun Alao 
Reem H. Alawieh 
Nurain N. Ali 1
Simin Saleem Ali 3
Omar Alkhabbaz 1
Mohammed Omar Almosa 2
Summer V. Alvarez 3
Elizabeth Cristina Rubio Atencio 3
Fernanda Bazan 3
Gerald Bernard Berry, Jr. 
Katherine Hope Blake 
Mary Grace Bohol 
Kayla Gayle Brunet 
Katelyn T. Bui 
Daria M. Byers 2
Joshua LeJernj Caballero 
Jesyka Amber Cagna 
Gaby Gabriel Canizales 3
Edbert Cantu, Jr. 
Jerico Carada 
David Paul Cepeda 3
Eduardo Cerezo 
Sarah Carely Chan 3
Joey Chavers 
Luzaide Chavez 
Serena Cheng 1
Alexandria Ja’Neal Cole 
Luisa Coronado 
De’Leon Andre Cravens 
Angeline Escabas Cruz 
Luis Eduardo Cruz 
Justin R. Dannhaus 
Gabriel Delos Santos 3
Erin Donee Derrow 
Alvin J. Deveza 
Arusa Mehdi Dhukka 3
Kelsea Nhat-Ha Dinh 3
Duy H. Do 3
Liz Doan 1
Angelica A. Dompreh 
Ashlee T. Dulaney 
Susan Duong 1
Marti Abigail Duran 3
Triston R. Escalona 
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1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

Wendy Espino 
Stephanie Espinosa 
Amenze Ewansiha 
Sandy Fahmy 
Victoria Felicia 3
Lizbeth Figueroa 
Mavi-Anne Ampig Flamiano 1
Jennifer J. Galindo 2
Jesus Guillermo Garcia 
Rhea Garcia 3
Edvard Gharibian Gharghi 1
India Theone Godwin-Dorsey 
Delmar Francois-Dominique Graves II 
Gabrielle Isabel Griffiths 
Ana Marie Guillory 
Nicholas Alexander Guzak 2
Danial Hafeez 1
Meng Lean Hak 2
Milimo Dorcas Hamudulu 
Caitlin Bonneau Harms 
Travis Andrew Hawks 
Emmanuella Aba Hayford 
Jodee Paul Eva Hemenway 
Karen A. Hernandez 
Peter Hilaire 2
Kaley Danielle Hoffman 1
Christina Hong 3
Richard J. Huh 2
Abraam Akmal Ibrahim 
Youssef Ibrahim 2
Omayr Muhammad Irshad 1
Jad Michel Jabbour 
Logan Lawrence Jackson 
Syed Sameer A. Jaffery 
Summer Annum Jan 1
Bailey Danae Jereb 
Cassey S. John 
Dominique Laurin Johnson 2
Jamy M. Johnson 
Jessica Joubert 
Qousain Akhter Khatri 2
Amitha Kurian 2
Jessy E. Lainez-Amaya 
Halie P. Lam 1
Duyen Le 

Kacie Michelle Lee 
Courtney Taylor Lewis 
Isla Brianna Lewis 
Steffi Liaw 2
Javon Malik Lipscombe 
Madison David Little 
Mayra Lopez 
Lizett Lozano 
Madelynn Mahoney 
Abelardo Maldonado 3
Riya Malhotra 3
Caitlin Mangrum 2
Christian Alexander Martinez 
Austin Jacob McCafferty 
Emily Claire McKenna 
Neha N. Mehta 2
Emmanuel Mendieta 
Mathew Mendoza 2
Joshua Soniya Mey 
Sarah A. Modisette 2
Carlos Alexis Molina 
Sarah N. Moraida 
Cristian Rey Morales 
Genesis Abigail Moran 3
Joseph Bradley Mudd 
Kelsey Alice Mussio 3
Anthea S. Nandin 1
Camille Ngo 3
Andrew K. Nguyen 3
Ashley Nguyen 3
Justin H. Nguyen 
Nicholas R. Nolte 
Nataleigh Paige Norris 
Ahmad Ibrahim Noubani 2
Brandon O. Nunn 
Chiemela Ogbonna 
Pamela Uzoma Okoli 1
Alfonso Enrique Osorio 
Paul Anthony C. Pahudpod 
Meagan Brooke Parden 2
Tashira Angelique Parker 
Daniela Helgueros Parr 
Janki Patel 2
Dawn Payne 3
Doris Michelle Pelico 2

Christy Pham 
Ryan Phan 
Michelle Pineda 2
Nia Symone Propst 
Ivan Puecher 
Hannah Jo Quackenbush 
Isha Javed Qureshi 3
Ahad Amirali Rajwani 
Ladarius Q. Ray 
Paula Beatrice L. Refugio 3
Kathleen L. Revoir 
Alexis Marie Rey 2
Alissa M. Reyes 
Ayana Mia Reyes 2
Kymerlyn Alexis Riley-Towner 
Melody Hosanna Rios 
Anthony Azael Rodriguez 
Antonio Rodriguez 
Brandon R. Rodriguez 
Nolverto Rodriguez 
Elizabeth Christine Rohlfs 3
Veronica Isabel Romero-Perozo 3
Gabrielle Rebekah Ruguleiski 
Sheba Elizabeth Sajan 2
Andy Alexander Salguero 3
Jonathan N. San Diego 
Jennifer Saphos 
Melissa N. Serrano 3
Vanessa Serrano 3
Sara Shaikh 3
Julianna Desiree Shavers 3
Amira Majed Shehadeh 
Sana Sheikh 3
Rebecca Shenoda 3
Rafay N. Siddiqui 2
Payge Willette Side 
Honey Majulee Sidthiphol 3
Allison Christine Staley 
Rashika R. Sunku 3
Selena Susano 
Ahmed Syed 1
Mickey S. Thayravanh 2
Dallas Johan Thompson 
Vivian T. Tinh 
Elizabeth C. Tomlinson 
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1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

Jessica Lizette Tovias 
Andre Tran 3
Daniel H. Tran 1
Jessica Khanh Thy Tran 3
Kenny Tran 2
Thanhtrang Tran 1
Valerie Tran 2
Tran Trinh 2
Angel O. Udegbu 
Maria Valle 
Bethanie Kathiana Velasco 
Kelly A. Victor 2
Daisy Morena Villegas 
Ann Vu 
Kenade’ Michelle Wickware 
Carly D. Williams 3
Shannon R. Wisnoski 3
Syed S. Zaidi 3
Yusuf A. Zaidi 1
Vanessa N. Zyskowski 

Kinesiology – Fitness and Sports
Brianne Natalia Bethel 
Jaclyn H. Escareno 
Steven Escobar 
Katie C. Higgins 
Austin R. Juarez 
Scott Terrell Keith 
Sabrina Elisabeth Longoria 
Clayton Odom III 
Christian Daniel Perez-Majul 

Kinesiology – Sports Administration
Carolina Isabel Arcay 3
Joy Viray Cabador 2
Leslie Chairez 3
Brandon I. Choates 
Dustin R. Condry 
Cole M. Conner 
Muhammed Olayimika Dawodu 2
Ryan Brantley Disher 
Praise Chisom Egbo 
Ricardo Guerra 2
Kevin W. Harrington 
Owen Hebert 
Marco A. Hernandez, Jr. 

Thomas Winston Hofler III 
Ali Said Jawad 2
Jamal Malcolm Jenmi 
Kobe L. Keeton 
Mykenzie Jae Leehy 2
Saheel Momin 3
Zena Mozie 
Pablo Jonathan Ortiz 
Trevor Patrick Patin 
Anacelia Ramirez 3
Trevor William Reed 2
Holden Andrew Rominger 
William Sanders, Jr. 
David Stephen Shults 
Jace W. Smith 
Keith Ladon Turner III 3
Tracy Ann Van Matre 
Elmer Villa 3
Tommy Villalva, Jr. 
Karina Nikole Williams 
Olivia Brielle Winterkamp 3
Kevin Gene Zelicskovics 3

Department of Hispanic Studies
Banner Bearer
Marina Shenouda 1

Spanish
Alejandra Abreu 1
Maiya E. Archie 
Natalia Correa-Usubillaga 
Estefania Fernandez 2
Arizai Gonzales 
William J. Heintz 
Edward Joe Herrera III 
Elaina N. Roher 2
Luis Gerardo Sanchez 
Marina Shenouda 1
Melissa Trevino 

Department of History
Banner Bearer
Lena Kraus Craven 1

Nadia Jamieson Hadi Abouzir 2
Americo Isaac Avila 2
Eva Maria Bernal 2

Albany Lisbeth Calderon 2
Reynaldo Castaneda 
Jaime Eduardo Chavez 2
Ashley Cleveland 
Carmen Kathryn Crandell 1
Lena Kraus Craven 1
Orren Edwin Dinwiddie II 
John Pierce Dodds 3
Eliel Escobedo 
Brooke Ann Fisher 2
Clark David Frost 
Arad Ghobadian 
Kate Godfrey 
Stefanie Guzman 
Christopher Harmon 1
Rebecca L. Hentges 2
Nancy Lynn Katz 1
Sarah E. Kratman 2
Alex Can Lam 
James Hanley Mathiesen 
Alvin Mendez 2
Summer Lily Miranda 2
Kathryn Ashton Mundy 
Shanna T. Nguyen 2
Juan Pablo Ochoa 
Jocelyn N. Perez 
Bailey Sean Phillips 
Sebastian Pineda 2
Jocelinne Alvarez Reyes 
Christian A. Rincon 3
Rodrigo Ivan Rivera 
Kevin Rosales 1
Elisha Thomas Salazar 
Edson Salgado 
Jesus Manuel Sanchez 1
Jocelyn Mariah Sanchez 1
Johnathan Sabo Simms 2
Destiny Kiara Smith 
Sachrist Sumphunvivat 
Ashley Nicole Torres 
Felipe Torres 
Karim Toscano 2
Ken Tran 
Jaden M. Urdiales 2
Anthony John Vais 
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Nicolas Vera 3
Luke Peter Wade 
Henry Darnell Weeden 3
Sakina Shabbir Zakir 

Department of Modern 
and Classical Languages
Banner Bearer
Olivia Bausum Lee 1

Chinese Studies
Colton R. Edwards 
Cameron N. Ng 

French
Carson M. Cash 2
Michael A. Montiel 
Carma M. Nkola 

World Cultures and Literatures
Grecia Benitez 
Gustavo Gonzalez 
Olivia Bausum Lee 1
Tiana Orellana 3
Ayatsuki Yagi 3

Department of Philosophy
Banner Bearer
Paulina Alejandra Ezquerra 1

Hilda Castro 
Audrey Christman 3
Graciela Abigail Cortez 
Paulina Alejandra Ezquerra 1
Konrad Asher Flick 
Mytrang T. Huynh 
Jose Ramon Martinez 
Katherine H. Polkinghorne 1
Joshue A. Rocha 
Rebecca Lynn Wood 

Department of Political Science
Banner Bearer
Nathan Blade Smith 1

Sidney Ogochukwu Abbas 
Christopher Brian Adkins 
Morgan Reid Adler 

Anthony Patrick Agosto 1
Saabreen Waseem Ahmed 
Maya Sultan Ali 1
Misara Muthanna Alkhaldi 
Kelyn L. Allen 
Cristina Ann Arriola 
Amanuel W. Assibe 
Talha Atiq 
Constanza Avila 2
Adriana Avila-Leon 
Lidya H. Ayalew 
Terrance M. Bennett 
Danytza Bony 
Bryan K. Botani 
Terre Marquel Camille 
Reigny Carrasco 1
Adriel A. Castillo 
Marco Antulio Flores Chapa 2
Phonexay Chitdara 
Emily Jane Clements 1
Gage Magnus Cole 2
Jade Alexis Collins 
Graylin L. Cook, Jr. 
Allison Hanna Dean 2
Victoria Ann deBouchel 
Abdullah Sultan M. Dowaihy 3
Ramy Ahmed El-Dowek 2
Alexandra Estrada 3
Thomas William Ewing 
Chima Jonathan Ezemba 
Paulina Alejandra Ezquerra 1
Ariel Kristiana Fierro 
Rebecca Lynn Flores 
Yesica V. Flores 
Theodore R. Frick 2
Sofia Alvarado Fula 
Nicholas James Gamboa 2
Madeline Sophia Weaver Garza 
Patrick Gonzales 
Braulio Rodriguez Gonzalez 2
Gethzemani Gonzalez 
Gloria I. Gonzalez 
Leslie M. Gonzalez 
Karla Grado 3
Jason Allen Gunn 

Phillip J. Gutierrez 1
Alexander J’Ron Hall 
Taylor Faye Hall 1
Lucas W. Henderson 
Rebecca L. Hentges 2
Ashley Fransheska Hernandez 1
Christian Hernandez 3
Rafael Hernandez, Jr. 
Rosemary Hernandez 3
Kendall N. Hollingsworth 
Kiran D. Hospeti 
Mahnoor T. Hussain 
Mahnoor Imran 
Imara Inayatali 2
Wasiq Javed 2
Hannah Jonesia 2
Clara Kaluderovic 1
Babur A. Khan 
Kayla Monet Kirksey 
Vondrea Knight 3
Perla Alicia Kohler 
Mark Alexander Korompay 2
Matthew E. Lair 3
Julia N. Langeland 3
Allison C. Lawrence 3
Bianca Limbrick 
Victoria Elizabeth Lioliou 2
Shyenne Ruth Lucas 3
Jeremy H. Maislin 3
Isaiah Martin 
Kris Arden Maxymillian 1
Alexis A. Medina 
Samantha Erin Medlin 2
Raul Mejia 
Andres De Jesus Mendez 
Esaam B. Mirza 3
Nathaly Montelongo 3
Jannet Montoya 
Syed Kashif Naqvi 2
Awa Sylla Ndiaye 3
James Jacob Nguyen 
Olaedo C. Nwokem 3
Somawina Adriean Ogbechie 3
Sandra Ortiz 2
Constantine Andrew Papantonis 
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1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

Joshua K. Patterson 
Maurice Nicholas Straub Piazza 1
Juan Manuel Pineda 3
Zoe C. Poranski 2
Haad A. Qamar 3
Pranav N. Rao 2
Giezi Rios 3
Kailee Nicole Sepulvado 3
Usmon Mohammad Shaikh 1
Hiba F. Siddiqi 
Roha Siddiqi 1
Nathan Blade Smith 1
Valerie Roxann Smith-Williams 
Maha R. Sohail 2
Benigno Solis 1
Madeleine T. Solt 2
Sofia Alessandra Sutterby 
Edward Szwab 1
Alexia D. Thomas 3
Anu Merin Thomas 1
Carrington A. Townsend 
Israel Andres Trevino 2
Jackeline Alexis Vallin 3
Maria Regina Vazquez Velazquez 3
Robert Lee Warwick 
Emma Marie Whitehead 
Sarah K. Whiteley 
Tymani Chavelle Marie Williams 3
Yannet Wondim 
Rhianna Wood 3
Kyra Zerwick 3
Mahelet Zewdu 

Department of Psychology
Banner Bearer
Briana Johnson 1

Nithin K. Abraham 2
Seham F. Aga 
Jesus Aguilar 
Syed F. Ahmad 1
Areebah Ahmed 1
Maliha Irfan Ahmed 3
Yvonne E. Aisevbonaye 
Adriana Alanis 
Neha R. Alex 1

Angela H. Alexander 3
Ashlyn Jade Alexander 3
Iesha U. Alexander 3
Jose Samuel Almanza 3
Katherine Ruby Alvarenga 3
Dania Y. Amarneh 1
Tawsif Amin 
Angelique Rose Andaverde 3
Sondre Anderson 
Daniela Cristina Angeli 1
Samantha L. Annab 3
Michael Davis Arce 2
Stephany Ardon 
Myra Arefin 1
Allison Rodriguez Arriola 
Maidaly Arteaga 3
Dane Alvaro Alonzo Ashton 
Nabeeha Asim 1
Macda Mulugeta Assefa 3
Erika Yessenia Avila 
Amber Nicole Ayala 
Syed Shahzeb Ayaz 2
Hussain M. Azeem 
Jordan A. Baca 2
Saherish M. Badarpura 2
Michelle Bae 3
Andres Balbuena 
Aracely Ancelin Barahona 3
Hannah Barker 
Ruth Adilene Barrera 
Taylor Bartek 3
Micheal C. Bauer, Jr. 
Tristen Alexander Bayless 
Jarred S. Beaujean 
Marcel Anthony Benavides 3
Rachelle Benavides 3
Mia Cameron Berlanga 1
Priya Ajay Bhatwal 
Nicholas Birjah 
Aylin Araceli Bissonett 3
Veronica Yisel Bonilla 
Yesica Bonilla 
Kara Ann Bookbinder 
Joshua M. Bradford 1
Christabelle Sophie Briens 2

Rhyne T. Brisbin 
Veronica Edith Briseno 2
Kathryn M. Brogdon 3
Maya Marie Brooks 1
Xavius Sincere Broussard 
Sarah Elizabeth Bryant 2
Dalton Cong Bui 1
Shelby Nicole Burkett 2
Steven Anthony Burrell 
Madeline R. Byrd 3
Kristian Jazmon Calhoun 
CaLeigha A. Callahan 
Sydney A. Campbell 1
Arlene Victoria Cardenas 3
Emily Carmona 
Morgan Alexandra Carpenter 
Quentin William Casner 
Cristel Castaneda 3
Isalia Yanahi Perez Castaneda 2
Anayi Celeste Castillo 3
Janette Castillo 
Mariah Renee Cathey 
Michelle J. Cave 
Erick Ivan Ceballos 
Antonio Celio-Guevara 
Briynna Charles 
Jay Chastain 
Maham H. Choudry 
Lun Ciin 
Jose Leonel Cisneros 
Daijah S. Clark 
Bryce Kenneth Clausen 1
Tayler Danyell Copeland 
Roche Angelique M. Corotan 1
Chris Alex Creamer 3
Emily Anne Crossman 1
Yoselin R. Cruz 3
Kara Ann Dansby 
Emma W. Dao 3
Fereshteh Davatgar 2
Donavon Davis 
Eloria Quame Davis 3
Alyssa Amber De La Rosa 
Brenda Maytee De Leon 
Frida Adela Mora De Luna 
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Cass Leigh Decarolis 
Sofia N. De La Torre 2
Margaryta Dema 2
Ice Ironic Demus 
Mayah Alexandria Denman 2
Robert Arthur Desrosiers, Jr. 2
Alexis V. Diaz 
Ana Rosa Diaz-Jaimes 
Kevin Diep 
Miranda Renee Dominguez 
Shanelee R. Dornellien 3
Jazzlynn Cecelia-Marie Downton 2
Natalie Amira Duenas 2
Kevin Duong 2
Alexandria-Elizabeth Eason 
Lauren D. Ebel 3
Kimberlyn Echols 
Osamudiamwen Fortune Egbon 2
Malak Amr Mohamed 

Kamel Aly Elnaggar 1
Brenn Carnation Epperson 
Genesis Espinoza 2
Lauren Estrada 2
Ifeoma Ezekoye 2
Alicia Bassam Faical 
Leeda S. Faizi 2
Pontaa Lily Farahvashi 1
Amna Farooq 2
Valeria D. Feldman 
Estefania Fernandez 2
Marisol Fernandez 3
Rocio Anyelen Fernandez 
Karen Michelle Figueroa 3
Katherine Elizabeth Fikaris 
Jenny Nicole Flick 
Cindy Flores 2
Jocelyne Flores 
Maria Patricia Flores 2
Marleigh E. Flowers 
Merrick F. Fowlks 2
Alexandra Freeman 
Elaine Fu 1
Lauren A. Fuller 3
Tessa Pratt Fuller 1
Kevin Osmar Funes 

Ashley Nicole Gallagher 
Priscilla Gallegos 
Deborah M. Galvin 2
Joceline Garcia 
Joshua Michael Garcia 1
Stephen D. Garcia 2
Rania Riad Gariani 2
Melissa Wear Garza 
Miranda Concepcion Garza 
Reba Elizabeth George 1
Jawan A. Gettings 
Andrew Stuart Gibson 
Eduardo Gil 
Madison E. Gilbert 
Paolo Miguel P. Gomez 
Arizai Gonzales 
Rebecca Gonzales 2
Yasmin Raye Gonzales 1
Amanda Gonzalez 2
Cecilia Gonzalez 
Emily Andrea Gonzalez 2
Natasha Marie Gonzalez 3
Stacey Gonzalez 
Mamisi Ayanna Gordon-Allen 
Jonathan Green 
Sadie M. Greenwood 2
Maria Isela Guerrero 3
Karla Andrea Guevara 
Maha Gul 3
Genesis Fernanda Rea Guzman 3
Sarah Hamadouche 
Haley Rose Harvey 
Hana Mohamed Hassan 
Sashesa Tesanea Haughton 3
Rebekah He 2
Danielle Nicole Henderson 
Perla Rae Henderson 2
Lauren Paige Herink 
Ryan Christopher Hermes 
Farasha Tierrhia Hernandez 3
Jorge Herrera 
Donavyn Sean Hightower 3
Elizabeth Hoesl 2
Chyna Chantil Holloway 3
Samiha Hossain 

Natalie J. Hosseini 2
Taylor M. Houston 
Savanna Jane Hubbard 1
Frida Huerta 
Sara Hussain 1
Clayton Holden Hutchins 2
Alex N. Huynh 1
Barbara Lomeli Ibarra 1
Brizeida Gallegos Ibarra 
Daniel Josue Ibarra 2
Maya Hayssam Ibrahim 2
Danielle P. Ingram 
Katrina Isaacs 2
Anushka S. Iyyangar 
Maiah Christine Jackson 3
Bisma Jalili 
Arielle D. James 
Jamie Dean Jetzer 
Nazakat U. Jilani 
Briana Johnson 1
Elisha Nikcole Johnson 
Talia Claudia Nicole Johnson 3
Jeffery K. Jones 
Paris Morgan Jordanger 2
Sierra E. Juarez 
Lea Marie Judan 2
Kolin David Justice 
Katherine Elizabeth Kabel 1
Noa G. Kaplan 
Mandy Karn 
Gursharan Kaur 
Nicolette E. Keefover 1
Emelia Cheyenne Kempker-Telles 
Maryam Khan 1
Asim Khorasi 2
Jenna Lyn Kocich 2
Diana Kreidie 
Lauren Chun A. Kresal 
Ryan Joseph Kroeger 2
Ashleigh T. Kuhlmann 
Brenda Adjeiwaa Kumi 
Mahek Nadir Lalani 3
Abby Nicole Lang 1
Rosemarie Ngoc Uyen Le 1
Leandro Ledesma 1
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Sydni B. Leonard 2
Jessi Liera 
Yilan Liu 3
Morgan Taylor Livingston 
Alice Lizardo 
Sabrina Lokhandwala 2
Ivan E. Lopez 
Caroline Claire Lee Loveall 
Tatum Lukenbaugh 1
Amanda Luxton 2
Lauren Elisabeth Maggard 3
Mohammad Alehasan Mahdi 2
Madison Nicole Maniscalco 2
Luvkiran K. Mann 3
Ashly Jimena Marquez 3
Kirsten Martin 
Carlos Antonio Rojas Martinez 
Emma Daniela Martinez 
Asma Majid Mashal 3
Nesreen Aladdein Mattar 
Angela Marie McCarble 3
Katherine McNair 3
Syed Hijab Mehdi 2
Nirvi N. Mehta 3
Giselle Yvette Melendez 
Jessica Mendez 
Mirna Cydalia Mendiola 
Andrea Mercedes Benitez Mendoza 1
Kaylin Bree Mercado 3
Jordan Kenneth Miles 1
Neftali Mojica, Jr. 
Mireya Molina 2
Muscanben M. Momin 2
Christian Montelongo 
Jordan Shantel Mullins 
Makenzie Mundell 3
Nancy Guadalupe Munguia 
Cheryl A. Nash 3
Nimrah A. Nasir 2
Nkemdilim Patricia Nebeolisa 2
Bryan Son Nguyen 3
Calynn Thuong-Thi Nguyen 
Diane Nguyen 
Grace Kim Nguyen 1
Kevin C. Nguyen 3

Kevin Nguyen 
Kimberly Diem-Quynh Nguyen 2
Michelle Nga Thi Nguyen 3
Nathan Phuoc Nguyen 1
Ryan Kim Nguyen 
Tuyet-Brittney Minh Nguyen 2
Matthew S. Nguyen-Lanau 2
Mary Adeline Anutelehe Ngwa 3
Muneera R. Niazi 2
Merrilyn M. Nie 3
Naseem Nikooei 
Dalia Patricia Nino 1
Colin Chidi Kay Njemanze 
Kanwal Noorani 3
James Wayland Norwood 
David A. Nunez 
Tobenna Curtis Nwokedi 2
Jennifer Chizaram Nwokeoma 
Onyinyechi Iveren Obi-Obasi 3
Mariah Lynn Ochoa 1
Oluwashina Oreoluwa Ojo 
Vaneeza Sohail Okorie 
Sharon S. Okwueze 
Vanessa Olvera 
Maria Antonia Orozco 3
Andrea Ortiz-Jimenez 1
Jaime Oviedo 
Aylin Oyuela 3
Naomi D. Palomares 
Parthvi S. Patel 
Suraj P. Patel 3
Vraj B. Patel 
Caroline Paige Pearson 1
Odalys Yareli Perez 1
Markenna Pharr 
Trishna Anilkumar Pillay 3
Julia Shoshana Pilloff 3
Elizabeth Pineda 2
Elvira Elizabeth Pineda 
Linda J. Pizzi 3
Miracle A. Powell 2
Mariah Faith Pressley 
Kelly A. Price 3
Cirene N. Pruneda 3
Crystal Nicole Puente 

Jessica Elizabeth Pulaski 3
Adith Saji Pulimoottil 3
Ashley Quach 3
Ashlynn C. Quick 3
Anusha T. Rajwani 3
Guadalupe Ramirez 
Erin Manon Rampy 
Amber Michelle Randall 
Timna Rea 
Natalie Corina Reyes 2
Nikole Rae Reyes 1
Thomas S. Riad 1
Nadoly Riemer 2
Raqueal Roberts 
Justice Danielle Robinson 1
Jessica Anne Rodriguez 
Marco Antonio Rodriguez 
Jose G. Rojas 
Kevin Rosales 1
Ruth N. Rosas 
Barrett Ross 3
Kristin Lynn Rowland 2
Brittney Jocelynn Rubio 3
Karissa Marie Rulander 2
Dre A. Sacaguing 
Ioanna Sacha 1
Jessica Salas 2
Maryam Salehi 2
Jose Manuel Salgado 1
Emily Grace Salinas 3
Kimia Robin Samiei 2
Yatzary Sanchez 
Cristian Jose Saravia 
Raymond Carl Saucillo 2
Christine Juliet Saunders 1
Joana Schrick 2
Nina Victoria Scott 
Claudia Serrano-Garcia 1
Amy Serratos 2
Quratulain Shekoh 2
Kristen Amber Silerio 3
Leticia Ribeiro Silva 
Delicia Elizabeth Simmons 3
Brenna Smith 3
Daniela Solis 
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Kei Kristin Spurgers 
Keridwyn Dove St. Clair 1
Allison Taylor Sullivan 
Ailin Sun 1
Emilie Taylor Supak 
Raihana Tajudeen 2
John R. Taylor 
Alexa Tejeda 2
Jacob D. Tellez 
Jasmine Tellez 3
Megha Samir Thaker 
Morgan Ashley Thomas 2
Sabrina Elizabeth Thomas 1
Kierra Renee Thomas-Fontenot 2
Kelley Tieu 2
Crystal Tobias 
Christopher Tompkins 3
Juana Nieves Torres 
Aaron A. Tran 
Kasey Tran 3
Kristen Linh Tran 2
Tiffany Tram Tran 2
Gabriel A. Trevino 
Norma Maree Trevino 2
Tania Trevino 
Diana Trius 2
Patrick Gyamfi Tutu 3
Augusta O. Uduebor 
Estephani Valdivia 
Mainor Isaac Valencia 
Kelsey Lucila Vargas 2
Jade R. Vaughn 
Kayla R. Vaughn 2
Corey Dee-Jon Vaughns 

Denise Viridiana Vela 3
Ezekiel B. Venegas 
Amelia Villafana 
Isabel Raquel Villegas 2
Nico Martina Vivas 
Huy N. Vo 
Rachel N. Vu 
Melorie J. Vuong 
Leslie Ana Walker 
Alexsandra Kathleen Warren 
Brianna Monique Webb 
Bethany Dawn Wehring 
Seung-Woo Whang 1
Logan T. White 3
Elizabeth Arlene Whitmire 
Joceline Wiggins 
Briana A. Williams 
Damarion E. Williams 
Nidea LaShon Williams 
Brianna L. York 
Monica Marina Youssef 3
Joan Yu 
Andrea Lopez Zabala 1
Sharon Anna Zachariah 2
Maryamsadat Madani Zadeh 
Stephanie Zarate 2
Angela Zhang 2
Hanna Wiesner Zicer 

Department of Sociology
Banner Bearer
Nicole Hart 1

Deontay Anderson 

Cristina A. Bahena 2
Colden Rasheed Brown 
Conrado Adalberto Contreras 
Emily Crow 
Red Emma Drew 
Gabriela Gomez 
Jennifer Rene Gonzalez 
Justin T. Gorham 
Nicole Hart 1
Luis C. Ixcol 
Kelsea Monice Jackson 
Marcus Elliott Jones 
Emily Danielle Lane 
Laura Mirth Longoria 
Kate Irene O’Donnell 2
Lesly Padilla 
Taures L. Payne 
Darra Rochelle Ray-Warren 2
Lesley Alejandra Reyes 
Victoria Jane Rindlisbacher 3
Andrea Beatriz Rivas 3
Joycelynn Sauao-Toa 
Jacob Vasquez-Vilson 
Heidi M. Waldusky 
Christy Alejandra Zapata 

Department of Women’s,  
Gender and Sexuality Studies
Banner Bearer
Nichole Kimbark 2

Nichole Kimbark 2
Lena Myers 
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Summer 2021 – Candidates for Graduation

Bachelor of Arts 
Bachelor of Science

Jack J. Valenti School 
of Communication

Advertising
Rodrigo Burguete Carreon 
Chrysantha Noelle Janoschak 
Meredith Kliewer 
Juan Ignacio Quiroga 
Lynzi Street 

Communication Studies
Rachel Abreu 

Corporate Communication
Monica Gonzalez 3
Amanda D. Wood 1

Health Communication
Brianna Elyse Kreditor 2

Integrated Communication
Myles T. Garriette 

Interpersonal Communication
Andrew Joshua Nagler 3

Journalism
Sydney Monae Davis 
Morgan Gerri Lindsay 
Marcos Ant Mendoza 
Kahlyn Trenise Silvester 

Media Production
Esthela Rubi Chavez 3
Hannah Grace Musico Diwata 
Ashley R. Martinez 
CJ Moorer 3
Stephen Tim Rodriguez 
Trent Alex Trevino 
DJ Waller 3

Public Relations
Alencar Alves 2

Strategic Communication
Jake N. Abrahams 
Rosanna E. Gonzales 
Rodrigo V. Largaespada 
Chloe Samantha Martinez 3
David Quang-Dat Nguyen 
Janet Perales 
Denise Ibarra Pereira 
Ralda Sofia Robles 2
Bryan Tzul 3
Amy Velazquez 1

Department of Communication 
Sciences and Disorders

American Sign Language 
Interpreting
Sarah Ann Pepitone 2

Communication Sciences 
and Disorders
Amanda Nicole Bermudez 1
Amber Markayla Broussard 
Lucia Alondra Mejia 2

Department of Comparative 
Cultural Studies

Anthropology
Brandon T. Pham 

Liberal Studies
Emilee Taylor Best 
Emma Nicole Friedman 
Natalie Guido 
Pardis Michael Jesudasen 
Phillip Leroy Marquez 3

Department of Economics
John Michael Almonte 
Karen Michelle Betancourt 3
Claudia Catarina Antonio Cuanga 2
Jiovani Juwel Lerin 
Kyle Chinedu Okeke 
Camila Pombo Perez 1
Kenneth Matthew Richards 

John D. Thompson 
Mathew George Vachaparambil 1
John B. Woodard 

Department of English
Aidan Rafael Blackwood 
Samantha Marie Burt 
Nimra Hassan 2
Melissa Monique Medrano 3
Bernie Olivares 
Shaisky Urena 

Department of Health and 
Human Performance 

Human Nutrition and Foods
Tram T. Dang 
Roha Khan 
Marie Angelica Moreno 
Basma Karam Rassam 2
Valery Y. Reyna 3
Analisbet Turrubiartes 
Sofia Virani 
Yuanyuan Zhong 3

Kinesiology – Exercise Science
Jeilan Albayati 
Aya Abdulzahara Alfarttoosi 
Ramon Andres Benavides Bocaranda 
Ammy A. De Leon 
Sierra Ely 
Crystal Espinoza 
Mira Fereg 
Elisa M. Gracia 
Fernando Martelli Gray, Jr. 
Kevin A. Henriquez 
Alyssa Jaymes Janak 3
Lyanna Khantignavong 3
Samuel A. King 
Aaliyah D. Latimer 3
Joshua Mathew 2
Bryanna Marie Matschiner 
Kirsten Rae B. Mejia 2
Sarosha Nadeem 
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Dasha Pominov 
Natalie Abigail Pravinkumar 
Nathan Vinhhien Than 2
Catherine Grace Tiemeyer 
Uche Uchendu 
Luat H. Vo 1
Chenelle S. Washington 

Kinesiology – Fitness and Sports
Brandon Joseph Bell 

Kinesiology – Sports Administration
Reema Ali 
Miguel Anguiano 
Andre Gonzalez 
Ryner Martin 3
Rebeca Ojeda 3
Ana Karen Paramo 1
Jay C. Silver 

Department of Hispanic Studies

Spanish
Jocelyn Saldierna 

Department of History
April Villafana 

Department of Philosophy
Scarlet Barcenas 
John Anthony F. Ramillano 2

Department of Political Science
Yesica V. Flores 
Vondrea Knight 3
Susan Rachel Landa 
Mauricio Hernandez Leos 

Miguel Macias 3
Natalia Melo Malfitano 
Brittney Nichole Martin 
Wendy Martinez 
Kyle Arnez Mendoza 
Zoe C. Miller 3
Natnael Nigussie 3
Fiore I. Rangel 
Tiara Sundrell Rose 3

Department of Psychology
Umayma Osama Abdullatif 2
Arcelia Acosta-Salazar 
Sakshi R. Ahuja 
Brandon Jordan Alexander 
Andrea Estefania Gonzalez Ballesteros 
Natalia Barrera-Cardenas 
Rebecca Blythe 
Aleena J. Brunk 
Kelly Samantha Cabrera 
Alia Mazen Chafic 
Lananh Dang 3
David Duong 1
Shayla Bre’Aughn Eagleton 
Brian Colin Guo 3
Leticia Elizabeth Gutierrez 
Hajrah Sarah Javed 1
Ta’Shay Shovonne Jones 
Roja I. Khan 
Jessica Annette Kissinger 
Amber E. Koeuth 
Jewel A. Korman 
Michelle Lanh 

Cheyenne Elizabeth Lawson 
Nathalie Manzano 3
Kelsey Rae Martin 
Emely Alejandra Martinez 2
Yashika Kalpesh Mehta 3
Dylan A. Mireles 
Josephine Caroline Nunn 2
Blessing Olufunmi Olowogbade 
Dennise Alexis Pastora 1
Sofia Ponzanelli 
John Anthony F. Ramillano 2
Samuel E. Reynoza 
Laura Sarah Rodriguez 
Nicolette R. Russell 2
Diana D. Sanchez 
Brittany Solis 
Justin Joung Suh 
Audrey Nicole Ulloa 3
Cristian B. Velez 
Yvonne Vuong 
Vanessa Renee Zempel 

Department of Sociology
Alexandra Nicole Banda 
Domiya Rhodes 
Jasmine Fawn St. Julien 
Ky Thai Truong 
Annalee Laurea Vasquez 
Chay Williams 

Department of Women’s, 
Gender and Sexuality Studies
Tishya Bedi 
Araceli Allyzeth Robles 
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Message from the Dean

Dear College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics Graduate, 

Congratulations! Today, we celebrate a significant milestone in your 
educational career.

A few years ago, you came to the University of Houston with a personal 
goal. Now, you have attained it. Your degree is more than a testament to 
your hard work; it is the foundation upon which you will build as you 

continue to learn throughout your lifetime. 

Your last year at UH has been during one of the most unusual and trying times in recent 
history. But you adjusted to a new normal with online courses, social distancing, and changes 
to how you worked with others to get projects done. Most of all, you persevered. It wasn’t 
always easy, but you succeeded!

As a graduate of NSM, you have proven that you are driven by inquiry, exploration, 
and innovation. You and your classmates will be the force behind discoveries that will 
revolutionize our lives and impact our state, nation, and the entire world. 

As you leave UH and NSM, you hold the knowledge your professors shared with you, the 
wisdom you gained as you matured, and the benefit of personal experiences, professional 
connections, and friendships that will last a lifetime.

The faculty and staff of NSM are proud of your achievements. You have my best wishes for 
much success and happiness. Go Coogs!

Sincerely,

Dan E. Wells, Ph.D. 
Dean and Distinguished Professor of Science
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University of Houston
College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Commencement Ceremony 
Monday, May 17, 2021, 10 a.m.  
TDECU Stadium

 PLATFORM PARTY PROCESSIONAL Moores School of Music

 NATIONAL ANTHEM  Sarah Marie Neal 
  Master of Music Candidate

 WELCOME AND INTRODUCTORY REMARKS Dan E. Wells 
  Dean 
  Distinguished Professor of Science

 GREETINGS Renu Khator 
  President

 GREETINGS FROM THE UH SYSTEM The Honorable Alvaro De la Cruz, Jr. 
 BOARD OF REGENTS Member

 PRESENTATION OF DEGREE HONORIS CAUSA Paula Myrick Short 
  Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREE HONORIS CAUSA President Khator

 AWARD PRESENTATIONS James Briggs 
  Associate Dean, Faculty Affairs

  • John C. Butler Excellence in Teaching Award

  • Junior Faculty Award for Excellence in Research

  • Dan E. Wells Outstanding Dissertation Award

 PRESENTATION OF ACADEMIC HONORS Provost Short

 RECOGNITION OF 4.0 STUDENTS Provost Short

 PRESENTATION OF DEGREE CANDIDATES Dean Wells

  Donna Stokes 
  Associate Dean, Undergraduate Affairs and Student Success

  Donna Pattison 
  Assistant Dean, Student Success

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES President Khator

 CLOSING REMARKS Dean Wells

 ALMA MATER Moores School of Music Concert Chorale

 RECESSIONAL Moores School of Music
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Spring 2021 – Candidates for Graduation

Doctor of Philosophy

Atmospheric Sciences
Olabosipo Oluyemisi Osibanjo

Advisor: Bernhard Rappenglueck, Ph.D.

Biochemistry
Pragya Manandhar

Advisor: Mehmet Sen, Ph.D.

Elizabeth Renee Matthews
Advisor: Yu Liu, Ph.D.

Biology
Arvand Asghari Khonakdari

Advisor: Michihisa Umetani, Ph.D.

Maya Reese Farmer
Advisor: Blaine Cole, Ph.D.

Asha Palat
Advisor: Preethi Gunaratne, Ph.D.

Thomas L. Pulliam
Advisor: Shaun Zhang, Ph.D.

Maram Adnan Sami Quttina
Advisor: Tasneem Bawa-Khalfe, Ph.D.

Grimaldo Elias Urena Matos
Advisor: Ricardo Azevedo, Ph.D.

Chemistry
Ghada Ahmed Abd El Wareth Ali

Advisor: Gregory Cuny, Ph.D.

Amy Elizabeth Boylan
Advisor: Jeremy May, Ph.D.

Ilya Andreevich Davydov
Advisor: Vassiliy Lubchenko, Ph.D.

Roman Dmitriev
Advisor: Vassiliy Lubchenko, Ph.D.

Anjeeta Duwadi
Advisor: Steven Baldelli, Ph.D.

Mithun Ghosh
Advisor: Ding-Shyue Yang, Ph.D.

Julius Xaver Heidlas
Advisor: Olafs Daugulis, Ph.D.

Hao Li
Advisor: Steven Baldelli, Ph.D.

Huong Thi Hoai Nguyen
Advisor: Loi Do, Ph.D.

Hamidreza Shahrokh Shahi
Advisor: Vassiliy Lubchenko, Ph.D.

Hamed Vali
Advisor: Steven Baldelli, Ph.D.

Qinxuan Wang
Advisor: Jeremy May, Ph.D.

Fangyuan Yang
Advisor: Steven Baldelli, Ph.D.

Ya Zhuo
Advisor: Jakoah Brgoch, Ph.D.

Computer Science
Aobo Jin

Advisor: Zhigang Deng, Ph.D.

Daniel Lee
Advisor: Rakesh Verma, Ph.D.

Mohammad Rajiur Rahman
Advisor: Jaspal Subhlok, Ph.D.

Amirreza Shirani
Advisor: Thamar Solorio, Ph.D.

Nour Smaoui
Advisor: Omprakash Gnawali, Ph.D.

Yifan Zhang
Advisor: Arjun Mukherjee, Ph.D.

Geology
Muhammad Nawaz Bugti

Advisor: Paul Mann, Ph.D.

Yi Wei Chen
Advisor: Jonny Wu, Ph.D.

Shelby Johnston
Advisor: Peter Copeland, Ph.D.

Xiang Ling
Advisor: Alan Brandon, Ph.D.

Amanda Mulcan Lopez
Advisor: Alan Brandon, Ph.D.

Lucien Nana Yobo
Advisor: Alan Brandon, Ph.D.

Nan Sun
Advisor: Alan Brandon, Ph.D.

Geophysics
Maria Amirzadeh

Advisor: John Castagna, Ph.D.

Xinwei Huang
Advisor: Hua-wei Zhou, Ph.D.

Lian Jiang
Advisor: John Castagna, Ph.D.

Zhonghan Liu
Advisor: Hua-wei Zhou, Ph.D.

Sharif Munjur Morshed
Advisor: Evgeni Chesnokov, Ph.D.

Yang Mu
Advisor: John Castagna, Ph.D.

John Wesley Neese
Advisor: John Castagna, Ph.D.

Xavier Eduardo Refunjol Chirinos
Advisor: John Castagna, Ph.D.

Jiali Ren
Advisor: De-Hua Han, Ph.D.

Shuhang Tang
Advisor: Hua-wei Zhou, Ph.D.

Qianqian Wei
Advisor: De-Hua Han, Ph.D.

Ying Zhang
Advisor: Aibing Li, Ph.D.

Xin Zhou
Advisor: Guoquan Wang, Ph.D.

Mathematics
Alan Eric Akil

Advisor: Kresimir Josic, Ph.D.

Tattwamasi Amrutam
Advisor: Mehrdad Kalantar, Ph.D.

Sarah Samir Chehade
Advisor: Anna Vershynina, Ph.D.

Xiaoqian Chen
Advisor: Ilya Timofeyev, Ph.D.

University of Houston
College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Commencement Ceremony 



102 UNIVERSITY of HOUSTON

Mohammad Daneshvar
Advisor: Ilya Timofeyev, Ph.D.

Jason R. Duvall
Advisor: Vaughn Climenhaga, Ph.D.

Neil Jerome A. Egarguin
Advisor: Daniel Onofrei, Ph.D.

Yan He
Advisor: Min Ru, Ph.D.

Ang Li
Advisor: Tsorng-Whay Pan, Ph.D.

Edward Morris Stout, Jr.
Advisor: William Ott, Ph.D.

Physics
Vidushi Adlakha

Advisor: Kevin Bassler, Ph.D.

Moein Adnani
Advisor: Ching Wu Chu, Ph.D.

Samira Daneshmandi
Advisor: Ching Wu Chu, Ph.D.

Jiahao Guo
Advisor: Kevin Bassler, Ph.D.

Jayahansa Sujith Malmini Napagoda
Advisor: Oomman Varghese, Ph.D.

Surya Prakash Pathak
Advisor: Rene Bellwied, Ph.D.

Haoran Sun
Advisor: Zhifeng Ren, Ph.D.

Geethal Amila Udalamatta Gamage
Advisor: Zhifeng Ren, Ph.D.

Master of Arts

Mathematics
Jonathan Michael Burton
Travis Gaines Otwell
Aaron M. Smith

Master of Science

Applied Mathematics
Ryan Beeman
Trinh Ngoc Phuong Bui
Francis John O’Brien IV

Biology
Kaiser L. Tin-U

Chemistry
Bailey Anne Brooks
Ti-Cheng Chueh
Leslie Escobar
Eryn G. Lee
Nguyentranthao Luu
Raj Parso

Computer Science
Mrithunjay Balakrishnan Raghuraj
Nirupam Bidikar
Farah Naz Chowdhury
Shoumik Sharar Chowdhury
En-Kai Chu
Hitisha Rilesh Damani
Sai Sri Varsha Gadde
Keerthana Reddy Ganta
Alan Torres Garcia
Bindiya Hassan Mohankumar
Arun Jagadeesan
Mohammad Arsalan Javed
Aashish Joshi
Akshay Kumar Kaila
Adarsh Kalyampudi
Ankith Kandala
Jiahui Li
Prerna Rajesh Makasare
Soundarya Mangesh
Rahul Raj Mogili
Nahush Manoj Naik
Manisha Chowdary Paladugu
Sravanthi Pasumarthi
Sanyam Phirani
Sai Praneeth Pragada
Sharathchandar Reddy Puchakayala
Panpan Qu
Govind Rander
Pranay Ratakonda
Trevor Chou Rybicki
Pranav Saineni
Parth Sanghani
Ayeen Uz Zehra Syeda
Quang Tri W. Thai

Revanth Sri Krishna Tripuraneni
Jahnavi Valisetty
Abhishek Vanamala
Devasena Vangavolu
Gautham Varadarajan Shanmugaraj
Sindhuja Reddy Vedire
Premchand Veerapalli
Rahul Vempati
Devi Sai Shreyas Yakama

Geology
Alyssa Alvarado
Patrick Chandler
Halina Haider
Christian Anthony Martinez
Daniel Okoro-Sokoh
Sarah Regen
Andrew Isaac Stearns
Joseph Dewey Stone
Yusha Zhang

Geophysics
Hanna Elizabeth Broadus Mitchell
Long Minh Ho
Divine Chimaobi Victor Kalu
Faisal Kawash
Marie Nelsy Kouassi
Matthew Franklyn Law
Kenneth Li
Kamil Madey
Benjamin Donald Miller
Alejandro Luis Portas
Matthew I. Sexton
Drew Sims
Jacob Alan Smith
Caoana Pereira Williams

Statistics and Data Science
Phuong Bao Del Rosario
Yichao Hao
Lijia Mo
Jose A. Rodriguez
Kishore Tumarada
Jinjin Wu
Mohammad Yawar
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Bachelor of Arts

Chemistry
Irma Bustos 2
Salvatore Bruno Dayton
Ivana Garay

Earth Science
Carlos Martinez 3
Dana L. Pollack

Mathematics
Ana Belen Gutierrez 2

Bachelor of Science

Biochemical and 
Biophysical Sciences
Roba B. Abousaway 1
Erica C. Agbadiba
Joy Chibuzo Agu 3
Jesse Alvarez
Folashade B. Awofeso
Sanjana S. Ayyagari 3
Kaci Baker 3
Karina Bien
Drew A. Boagni 1
Charles Nino Garces Borromeo 2
Linh Nguyen Ngoc Bui 3
Minh Cong Bui
Dennis Israel Camacho
Alexander Dodd Carr
Stephanie Cobos
Manuel J. Cubillos Acosta 2
Bradley Engel 2
Jessica Renea Estes
Christiana Hawa Fomba
Emily Garcia 3
Winter Jordan Grasser 2
Christopher M. Ha 2
Yawen He
Cole Steven Hudson 1
Israel Onyemaechi Igwe 3
Ashton M. Isbel-Williams
Alhagie Momodou Jallow 2
Aris Jaquez 3

Maia R. Johnson
Ramiro Juarez-Chino 3
Xinyue Kang 2
Devesh Narayan Kasireddy 3
Lyndon D. Kelley
Jack C. Kent 2
Aramish Saeed Khan 1
Laiba A. Khan
Romeesa Khan 2
Tariq Kharsa 2
Karla Khine 2
John E. King IV 1
John Abuya Kumenda
Malik Said Ladki 1
Rosemarie Ngoc Uyen Le 1
Thu Cam Minh Le 3
Olivia Bausum Lee 1
Hongyuan Amelia Li 3
Ynalvi Marquez
Andre Martinez 3
Navid Moaziniya 2
De Milet Angelus Mungu Asifiwe
Huong D. Nguyen
Michael Quoc Nguyen 1
Vi Nguyen 1
Vivian Nguyen 3
Renae Nichols 2
Christina C. Nnabuife 2
Zain Ali Noor 3
Victory C. Okafor
Thea Dominique Pascual
Kimia Pazhoohan 2
Melissa Angelica Perez
Teresa Yen Tien Pham
Michelle Ann Phillips 1
Ernesto Reyes-Sanchez
Carla Gabriela Sanchez
Meena Isabella Shirazi
Jordan E. Smith
Rathanart Somphruek 3
Inaara H. Sunesara
Shreyas Suresh 1, 4
David D. Tran
Duy Tran 2
Truc Thao Trinh

Paul A. Vigil, Jr. 1
Danny Vo
Christen Alexandra Volding 2
Ana Vu 1
Kevin Nguyen Vu 2
Ivy Wong 1
Mhd Owiss A. Zitoun 3

Biology
Aimen N. Abbasi
Crisy Abraham 1
Tosin Blessing Adewole
Justin V. Aickareth 1
Shahzeen Ali 3
Zakariya A. Ali 1
Ahmad Mohammad Alobaidi 2
Claire T. Alverson
Anushka Anand
Meghan Elaine Andrepont 3
Karolyn Christy Ang
Adiba Anwar
Eloy Antonio Archuleta Phillips
Ashley G. Argueta-Bonilla
Minnu Augustine 2
Amtul-Waheed Awan 3
Lucinda Ba 2
Odeydis P. Balcazar
Maryam Baldawi 2
Debtanu Bandyopadhyay
Aracely A. Barahona 3
Jinal Bhadola
Alokika Bhakta
Susmita Bhusal
Taiba Bilal
Brooke D. Birks 1
Neha Maria Bobby 2
Daniel B. Bowling
Karen K. Bui 3
Thomas Trong Bui
Joe A. Camarillo 1
Antonio Francesco Salvatore Cannata 3
John Nhan Cao
Cristian A. Castaneda 3
Sara-Grace Wei Lynn Chan 1
Nicholas A. Chang 1

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude – 4 Banner Bearer
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1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude – 4 Banner Bearer

Arlette Chavez 2
Diamonde Davia Child 2
Hyacinth Paredes Childs
Brandon Van Chung 1
Elissa Seung Yeun Chung 1
Joseph Anthony Coleman 2
Yesenia Cortes
Ashley Cruz 2
Maria Saad Dalibalta 3
Lindsey Ellen Dalrymple 3
Anthony Dang 2
Eric Diaz 3
Jenny Do 2
Shnutez Sharan Doddipalli 1
Carolina Caterina Duprey 2
Nathan J. Dwyer
Emily C. Eng
Dolores Daniel Facundo
Warda Farooq 2
Cynthia M. Flores
Franklin G. Flores 3
Gabriella Renee Flores
Bianca I. Fuentes
Harishvar Ganesh 3
Jacqueline A. Garcia
Samuel E. Garcia
Antonella Gargurevich 1
Luzemma Alma Garza 1
Connor Rylie Gaul
Kash Ghadirian 3
Marium Ghulam 1
Shalini Ganesh Ghurye
Devisha Giga 2
Christina Gligorova 1
Christian Noah Gonzales
Jessica M. Gonzalez 3
Ashley Marie Guerrero 1
Zoha Riaz Gulamali
Aania Gull 1
Yesenia Guadalupe Gutierrez
Mallory Nicole Hall
Morgan Karel Hall
Iman Husam Hamdoun
Prit H. Hasan
Di Kha Ho

An B. Hoang 2
Bryant M. Hoang 3
Chrishon Sharde Hodge
Daisy Hong 3
Stephanie Iris Huffman 3
Romana Hussain
Madison Mary Hutzler
Nhi Hai Huynh 2
Uchenna M. Inoma
Hira Irshad 3
Sarah Ishtiaq 2
Addison Izaguirre
Anjali James 1
Amalu Anna Job 3
Alexandria Susan Joy 1
Claire Michaela Juhas 2
Hussain Kalavadwala 2
Kiran B. Kaleemuddin 1
Madeeha Anam Kaleemulla
Ansa Aman Khan
Azka Javed Khan 3
Dania Khan 2
Hania Khan 3
Flavia Paula Kibinda Tamayo 2
Avinash Kotecha 2
Aneesha Krothapalli
Quynh N. Le 1
Tuan Hoang Le 3
Phillip E. Lu
Mia Luong
Michelle Luong 2
Kelly Ly 2
Anusha Amin Macnojia 1
Arusa Amin Macnojia 1
Fariha Mahmood 2
Kayla M. Malveaux
Aya Mansoor
Kaitlyn Manzanaris
David J. Marroquin
Daniel Martinez 1
Diego M. Martinez 1
Luke Masone
Bijitha Mathew 2
Lauren Mcdonald
Serena Danielle McFarland

Sidney Mcwhite
Karla Nicole Medina Rakintzis
Angelica V. Mendoza
Jenna R. Michalek
Paulomi Sanjaykumar Modi 1
Shailee Rupam Modi 1
Makenzie Rae Moersch
Ruhee Riyaz Momin 3
Sandra Morales 1
Sarah Ann Myklebust 2
Sahand Sirous Naghipour
Avinash Nair 1
Christina M. Naupari
Karen Ngo
Sun Kyung Nguon 2
Alexandra Lan Nguyen
Amy N. Nguyen 3
Antoine Nguyen 1
Ashley Chau Nguyen
Brandon P. Nguyen
Danny Thanh Nguyen
Du V. Nguyen 2
Ethan Hong Long Nguyen 1
Kayla Duyen Nguyen 1
Lauren Nguyen 2
Lauren Hoang Nguyen 3
My Thi Tuong Nguyen
Nicholas Nguyen 2
Rachel H. Nguyen
Sally Kieu Nguyen
Tin Nguyen 2
Tung-Alex Nguyen
Yenthy Nguyen 2
Tony K. Nguyenpham 3
Marggy Julieth Nivia Chirivi
Adedayo Simisola Odufowokan 3
Chizitara Nicole Okwuchi
Mohamed Omar 2
Stacey Clarisse Padua
Sandu Pandey
Anjali Rakesh Patel 1
Anjali Y. Patel 1
Pooja Bharat Patel 1
Riddhi Dinesh Patel
Tanvi Uday Patel 1
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1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude – 4 Banner Bearer

Urvi B. Patel 3
Cole Tanner Payne 2
Catherine Saji Perinjelil 2
Anthony A. Pham 2
Donovan D. Pham
Thao Phuong Pham
Ryan Phan
Daniel Phu 1
Sahishnav Pillai
Julia Anne Pittman 3
Pouria Pourjafari 1
Kathryn Anne Power
Darien Price
Junjie Quan 2
Stephanie Ramirez
Samuel Ramos
Daniela Stephanie Rangel
Priya Viren Ratanji 3
Shahrukh Raza 3
Solomon Razaq 2
Sami I. Rehman 2
Sana Rehman 2
Rephael I. Reyes 3
Estrella Rico 2
Gabriel J. Rivera 3
Neha Rizvi 2
Jessica Rodriguez
Hollie Marie Rosier
Raymond S. Saba 2
Virginia A. Sabatini
Fardad Sadeghi
Mahdi Saeiddanesh
Urvi Sakhuja 1
Saru Santhosh 2
Sheryl M. Shajie 3
Sharonya Shetty 2
Christina Ann Shibu 1
Tuba Shiwani 3
Sharon Siby 2
Mishal Karim Siddiqui 2
Raima Humaira Siddiqui 1
Sameer Akbar Sidiq 1
Laura Anahi Sifuentes
Vanessa N. Solano 1
Alexa G. Solis

Alex Sosa 3
Alex L. Sov 2
Sneha Sowmyanarayanan
Addison Staples 3
Taha Athar Syed 3
Yasir M. Syed 2
Ayah Talsam
Neethu R. Thampy 2
Travis Jay Toliver 3
Melissa Torres-Vazquez
Anne Tran 2
Brandon Hoang Tran 2
Celia K. Tran 1
Cindy Tran 1
Jessica Tran 1
Nhi Yen Tran 3
Cleopatre Truong
Richard Truong
Begum Uykac 3
Connor Patricia Ren Vaculik
Briana Nicole Valdez 3
Jose Luis Vasquez
Bibian Vazquez Covarrubias
Herrlsen Velazquez
Lance D. Velvin
David B. Vides
Jennifer Nguyen Vo 1
Michael Vo
Nam An Vo 3
Phong Vo
Ryan T. Vo 3
Vincent Viet Vo
Jennifer Cao Vu 2
Jordan Tate Ward 3
Nikita A. Watson
Zackary Hunter Wilke
Janice R. Wilson 3
Jeremy D. Wong 2
Aidan Wright 1
Fei Ye 1
Keney Chibundo Young-Odor
Russell G. Zamar 2
Patricia Oralia Zuniga 2

Chemistry
Amir Abutalib
Phuong Kim Dinh
Leon Vaughn Gilchrist III
Mariam Khan
Aaron Kwok
Anh Thi Van Le 3
Lawrence Samuel Velasco Lumahan
Manuel Mendoza
Michael C. Merritt
Jonathan Nguyen
Justin James Valdez Resngit
Joshua T. Schoenvogel 3
Aziz Mohammed Abdul Siddiqui 3
Noah Sladek 1, 4
Johnny Tran
Michael Nang Quoc Vo

Computer Science
Osama Muhammad Abdullah 3
Natnael Negussie Abebe
Daniel B. Aguila
Vanessa Loren Aguirre
Azam Joshua Azucena Ahmad 3
Osamah Gamil Ali Al Areqi
Ammar Fawwaz Alani
Bryan Bartolome Alarcon
Hussein Salim Alfartosy
Lynn Alhaimy
Alishah Ali
Khizr Karim Ali 3
Ahmed Suhail Al-Sahli 2
Sam Parker Alvarez
Brandon M. Ankrum
Tarun D. Appannagari 2
Susan Aryal 2
Abdullah Aurangzeb 3
Dieudonne Cyriaque 

Ayemfee Abessolo 2
Syed Ahsan Aziz
Nabeel Y. Bacchus 2
Jeremy Sander Bayangos 2
Benjamin Alan Berryman 1
Suraj Bhatta
Milan Bista 2

University of Houston
College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics
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Derrick A. Bulux
Will Sands Burnham
Edwin Campuzano 2
Timothy Lee Chandler 2
Rahul Chauhan
Carson Chen
Runzhe Cheng
Johnny Chien 2
Samuel Edward Chiu
Timothy Wayne Clements 3
Gerardo Enrique Cruz 2
Gena C. Dao 2
Jake Anderson Deeks
Matthew James DeVolder 2
Joshua J. Dickens
Kiet Tuan Dinh 1
Jonathan L. Do 2
Kevin N. Do 3
Jeffrey Truong Duong 2
Daring Eap
Antonio A. Escalante 3
Erick A. Flores
Logan R. Fortune 2
Adair Fulweber 2
Ryan K. Fung 2
Sergio Rene Garcia
Sandra E. Garza 2
Angel M. Gonzalez
Catherine Gonzalez
William K. Goss 3
Michael Graham 3
Dominic Angelo Grant
Siting Guo
Allison Ha 2
Sonny Evan Ha 3
John Taylor Headland 1
Brigette Hernandez
Coral Esmeralda Hernandez
Emmanuel Hernandez
Esai Santana Hernandez 2
J G. Hernandez
Josue Xicotencatl Hernandez Garcia 3
Salman Hoosein 1
Tyler Kuang-Yao Hu 1
Omar S. Hussein

Louis E. Irving
Abdulkadir Jaffar
Tristan K. Jones 3
Paul F. Jreij 3
Bayrammyrat Jumageldiyev 2
Seung Eun Jung
Aleena Khan 3
Farhaad Ali Khan 3
Insoo Kim 3
Luke Y. Kim
Sungmin Kim 3
William Lam
Thanh Le 2
Jairo A. Ledezma
Karla Lemus
Ryan Lindenfeld
Gerardo Arturo Lopez
Jerel Jude Lopez 1, 4
Jerry Lu
Benjamin J. Lubrano 1
Huy Quoc Luong 2
Kevin Q. Ly 2
Stephen Timothy Mackey
Camille Y. Maclaren
Philip Mak 3
Saifali Aminali Maredia
Melissa N. Martinez
Amir Reza Mehra 1
Mitchell J. Montalvo
Brendan Matthew Morales
Alonso I. Muñoz
Anthony Nailly 3
Adithya U. Nair
Andrew K. Nguyen
Chau Song Nguyen 3
Duy J. Nguyen
Khuong Nguyen
Kim T. Nguyen
Liem Vi Nguyen 2
Nguyen Khoi Nguyen
Thien Phuong Ngoc Nguyen
Viet Q. Nguyen
Bryan Nham 2
Tri Khai Nham 3
Shane M. Oliver

Edgar Ivan Olvera
Richard Logan Oseguera
Richard O. Paredes 1
Miten Dharmendra Patel 2
Jason Phung 2
Yarima Pineda
Terence William Pocklington 1
Ahson Qazi 3
Isaac De Jesus Reyes
Daniel E. Rivas Sanchez 1
Evelyn Krystal Rivera
Victoria L. Rivera
Syed M. Rizvi 3
Bowie Jones Robinson
Arturo Eduardo Robles
Ivan A. Rodriguez 3
Victor Roland Rubio 1
Salar Salar
Rogelio Sanchez
Violeta Sanchez Ortega 2
Nicholas J. Scott 2
David Emmanuel Seijas
Krishna Shah 3
Samir Shahid
Michael Jacob Shapiro
Mayoor Shardha 1, 4
Mekyle I. Sheikh
Shatavari Vinod Shinde 3
Aashish Shrestha
Bikas Shrestha 3
Jesus Silverio 3
Micaela Nirel Sloan 2
Andreck E. Soto 2
Caleb F. Strain 2
Carlos Adilio Suarez
Tahzib S. Sunesara 2
Shah Hussain Syed 2
Parth Taneja
Annabella Z. Tao 3
Luis Javier Teran
Ha Thai 2
Jerin B. Thomas
Jonathan Mathew Thomas 2
Loveleen Biju Thomas 3
Elena Virginia Torre

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude – 4 Banner Bearer
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1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude – 4 Banner Bearer
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Alexander Nicholas Tran 2
Giai Luong Tran 2
Phuoc Tran
Thi Van Tran 2
Hieu Trung Trinh 1
Nekruz Firuzovich Vatanshoev 3
Elvis M. Velazquez
Michael Elie Veliz
David A. Villarreal
Roneil K. Vyas 2
Sean T. Walsh
Ledontre C. Walters 3
Andrew Jefferson Williams
Alex Wong
Songwen Xue 2
Christopher A. Yee
Jiacheng Yu
Mingyao Yuan
Rozhin Zayeri

Environmental Sciences
Khadija S. Alibhai 2
Marlene Carrillo 1
Joanne A. Chavali 3
Chiamaka Ifeoma Chukwu
Abigail Gonzalez 3
Emilio Jamerlan
Alexandra Nicole Jones
Sally Morgan Kaylor
Alexandra Mendez
Stephanie Mendez
Jabeen Ashrafali Momin
Stevie Earl Nash
Delaney Lynn Nelson 3
Cesia Perez 3
Nicholas R. Schleigh 3
Elisabeth Kyle Villarreal 3
Ayatsuki Yagi 3, 4

Geology
Dylan Burnside
Jesse Do
Benjamin Johnson
Marvin Salvador Lopez, Jr.
Chase Garrett Meinert

Geophysics
Hussain Zakaria Almeer 3
Nabeel Bilal Muhammedy
Bryan N. Potter
Braxton Lloyd Singletary
Alfredo Alejandro Soto

Honors Biomedical Sciences
Vikas Jwala Amara 2
Surya S. Chinamuthevi 2
Anoushka Gokhale 2
Yashwant Harkara 1
Sana Khan 1
Tanya Kumar 1
Chirag R. Mistry 2
Saloni S. Patel 1
Shreyas Ranganath 1
Nidha Sha 2
Akeil Barkat Shams-Ul-Hooda 1
Robert Stephen 2
Taylor Abigail Strange 1
Mallika Tripathy 1
Charles B. Wang 2

Mathematical Biology
Hana A. Aden 2
Anthony L. Alanis 3
Giselle Alexis Garcia
Nathan D. Jordan
Jasmine Khademakbari 2
Sloan A. Lalinde-Barnes
Amy Nguyen
Brittney Phan Nguyen 3
Kinal Patel 2
Eric Lee Peterson

Mathematics
Mariam Asiya Ahmad
Richard Alanis
Dong An 3
Eduardo Andres Arismendi Nunez 2
Mabel Koampah Asare
Jesus Alfonso Bustillos 3
Roger Casiano 3
Nihal A. Celik 2
Brandon J. Chacon

Steven L. De La Garza
Jennifer Doan 2
Kian Ebrahim-Zadeh 3
Addison Paige Ellison
Adrian E. Fuentes 2
Carolina Garza
Johann Alexis Gonzalez
Tiffanie Elyse Gutierrez 2
Bishal Hamal 3
Barbara Anne Haycraft 3
Quang X. Hoang 2
Rachel M. Hollis
Eric Houston
James A. Hubenak
Kameron Leigh Ishimura 2
Lara Kobeissi
Carlos Antonio Landaverde 3
Michael Lara 1, 4
Nicolas John Leal 2
Mariela Ledezma 2
Cesar Leija
Skylar P. Mai 1
Eliezer Arnulfo Maldonado
Sharon Kay Manickam
Aditya Rajesh Mankare 3
Jessica Flores Miller 2
Walla Mohamedali 1
Sidney Moreno 3
Steve K. Ngoumnai
Janice N. Nguyen 2
Lisa Thuy Nguyen
Bo Nie 2
Thuy Nhi S. Pham
Thy Mai Pham
Eric Quach
Juan Javier Ramirez, Jr. 2
Masen Alexandria Reid
Alan Richards
Oscar Rivera
Ivan A. Rodriguez 3
Andy Salinas 1
Kali Simpson 1, 4
Joel A. Stambaugh 3
Sofia Alessandra Sutterby
Ray Abraham Thomas
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Ryan K. Tran
David R. Vasquez
Andrew James Wagner
Paul Aaron Womack
Jeremy Beau York
Milton Josue Zavala

Physics
Robin Emmanuel Acac
William Bittner 2
Cory Hunter Gray 3
Larry Guan 1
Kyle Joseph Lare

Nicolas Pineda 2
Adrian Rangel Soto 1, 4
Samara Sharpe 3
Isaiah Silva 3
Tejpal Singh 2
Nicholas R. Summerfield 1

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude – 4 Banner Bearer
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Message from the Dean

Dear Nursing Graduates,

You are exemplary nursing graduates from the University of Houston! 
You have earned the BSN or MSN degree and are now UH Nurses 
ready to be pinned with a UH Nursing pin. Thank you for being a 
student at the University of Houston, and thank you for choosing to be 
a nurse!

Your education at the College of Nursing has equipped you to embark upon your career 
as a nurse leader and nurse clinician. During your time at the University of Houston as 
a nursing student, you have collectively spent thousands of hours in clinical, classroom, 
simulation labs and volunteering, thus adding to the strength and vibrancy of our 
community and our profession. I am especially proud of each of you for persevering 
through the most incredible year of any of us have ever known. We have walked with you 
through COVID-19, social, political and racial unrest. Yet, you are graduating on-time and 
are now more ready than any of our graduates to work in an environment where nurses 
are incredibly needed, trusted and respected.

I look forward to seeing the impact your careers and professional contributions will have on 
the future of health care and nursing. You will have many experiences and opportunities in 
your career, and I look forward to hearing about them all as you practice nursing in the city 
of Houston, our state, the nation and around the world.

As lifelong learners, I invite you to stay connected with your College of Nursing. We 
welcome and invite you to become “life members” of the UH Nursing Alumni Association. 
You will always have a special honor of being a UH Nurse. You will be reminded of this 
distinct honor each time you wear your nursing pin, engage with the College of Nursing or 
the University of Houston.

Congratulations Cougar Nurses!

Sincerely,

Kathryn M. Tart, EdD (’99), MSN, RN 
Founding Dean and Professor 
Humana Endowed Dean’s Chair in Nursing
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University of Houston
College of Nursing

Commencement and Pinning Ceremony 
Friday, May 14, 2021, 2 p.m. 
University of Houston at Sugar Land

 PROCESSIONAL “Four Seasons” by Vivaldi

 WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS Kathryn M. Tart, EdD (’99), MSN, RN 
  Founding Dean and Professor 
  Humana Endowed Dean’s Chair in Nursing

 SPEAKER Judge KP George 
  Fort Bend County Judge

 DESCRIPTION OF PIN Dean Tart

 PINNING AND HOODING Kathleen Reeve, DrPH, ANP-BC, FNP-C 
 OF GRADUATE CANDIDATES Associate Dean/MSN Director/Clinical Professor

 PINNING OF BACHELOR CANDIDATES Patricia Schrader, PhD, MSN, RN, CMSRN 
  Clinical Assistant Professor/BSN Director

 PRESENTATION OF BACHELOR Dr. Reeve 
 AND MASTER CANDIDATES 

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES Dean Tart

 FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE PLEDGE Shermel Edwards-Maddox, MSN, RN, CNE, RN-BC 
 AND LIGHTING CEREMONY Professor of Practice

 FAREWELL FROM THE FACULTY Andrea Brooks, PhD, RN, PPCNP-BC 
  Clinical Assistant Professor 
  Traditional BSN Track Manager

 RECESSIONAL “Radetzky Waltz” by Strauss
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University of Houston
College of Nursing

Commencement and Pinning Ceremony 
Friday, May 14, 2021, 2 p.m. 

University of Houston at Sugar Land

Commencement Speaker

Judge KP George
Fort Bend County Judge

Judge KP George grew up in a small village in the southern Indian 
state of Kerala. He immigrated to the United States in 1993 and has 
called Fort Bend County home for more than twenty years.  In 2014, 
Judge George was elected to the Fort Bend ISD School Board, where 
he served two terms before becoming County Judge. Judge KP George 
assumed the office of Fort Bend County Judge on January 1, 2019. The 
County Judge is the executive of Fort Bend County’s governing body 
and presides over Commissioners Court, which oversees the County’s 
more than 3,000 employees and its nearly $400 million dollar budget.

The County Judge is also the Director of the Office of Homeland 
Security and Emergency Management. This office is responsible for preparing and 
protecting residents from disasters.

Fort Bend County is the tenth largest county in Texas and one of the fastest-growing 
counties in the United States. The Kinder Institute for Urban Research, a Rice University 
institution, has also crowned Fort Bend County the most diverse county in America.
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Spring 2021 – MSN Graduates
Karlie Renee Brouillard 4
Aida Michelle Francis
Cara Beth Geoca 4
Lakita F. Hopkins

Kathryn Elizabeth Allen Lagus
Blessy Beltran Maris
Rebecca Anne Martisek
Rosa Maria Melendez

Michaelina Marie Philpott
Tracy Leigh Quosig
Michaela Elaine Ramirez

Spring 2021 – Traditional BSN Graduates
Geneva F. Davis
Peter Yee Chen Duong 3, 4

Brittany Ijeoma Echeta
Yazmin Ahtziri Gonzalez Alanis

Timothy L. Hickman
Lauren Heejung Lim
Anton N. Mercado
Esther Tang Nguyen 1, 4

Riley C. Williams 4
Albany Gabriela Zamora Ortiz

Spring 2021 – RN to BSN Spring Graduates
Nancy Omolafe Enaboifo 4
Aimee Ranae Gaytan

Megan Kearney Hitch
Juanita Rochan Ward

 

Summer 2021 – RN to BSN Graduate
Grace Mary Thomas

1 Summa Cum Laude Honors - 2 Magna Cum Laude Honors - 3 Cum Laude Honors - 4 Sigma Theta Tau International Member

University of Houston
College of Nursing

Commencement and Pinning Ceremony
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MSN Clinical and Practicum Affiliations
Access Health Clinic

Access Health
Aspire Health Care

Bear Creek Pediatric Clinic
Behavioral Hospital of Bellaire

Bliss Women’s Wellness and Birth Center
Brazosport Women’s Health

Campbell Medical Clinic
Carolina Forest Urgent Care

CHI St. Luke’s Sugar Land Hospital
Children’s Center of Victoria

Christ Clinic
Citizens Medical Center

Columbus Medical Clinic
Cypress OB/GYN

Doctors Clinic Houston
Express Family Clinic

Fairfield OB/GYN
Faith Family Health

First Response Family Clinic
Fort Bend Health and Human Services

Garden Villa Nursing and Rehab
Holiday’s Family Medical Clinic

Houston Family Physicians
Houston Methodist West Hospital

Just 4 Kids Pediatrics
Lora Torres, MD

MD Anderson Cancer Center
Melody Moody, MD

Memorial Hermann Medical Group
Memorial Medical Clinic

Mohammad A. Haque, MD
Neaville Internal Medicine

New Beginnings Women’s Health Care
OB/GYN E.J. Jones, MD
Parkside Family Clinic

Platinum Geriatrics
Salim Gopalani, MD

Sanitas Medical Center of Texas PA
Sirte Med Primary Care Clinic

Skip Baker, MD
St. Michael’s Elite Hospital

Texana Center
The Park at Sugar Creek Medical Center

White River Health System

RN to BSN Clinical Affiliation
Humana at Home

Traditional BSN Clinical Affiliations
Houston Methodist West Hospital

Houston Methodist Continuing Care Hospital
Houston Methodist Sugar Land Hospital

Memorial Hermann Childrens Hospital
HCPC-Harris County Psychiatric Center

Devereux Advanced Behavioral Health Texas

University of Houston
College of Nursing

Commencement and Pinning Ceremony 
Friday, May 14, 2021, 2 p.m. 

University of Houston at Sugar Land
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Scholarship Donors
College of Nursing Dean’s Fund

Ed Rachal Foundation
Friends of Nursing

Good Samaritan Foundation
Isla C. Turner Nursing Scholarship

J. Dunn Foundation
Vivian L. Smith Foundation

Evidence-Based Practice Capstone Paper
Blessy Maris, MSN, RN

Therapeutic Yoga to Improve Cancer Related Fatigue in Patients with Breast Cancer

Rebecca Martisek, MSN, RN
Improving Management of Type 2 Diabetes in Adults: An Evidence Based Approach 2

Aida Michelle Francis, MSN, RN
Deprescribing Protocol for Fall Reduction in Elderly 

Cara Geoca, MSN, RN
Prevention of Cesarean Delivery Surgical Site Infections: The State of the Science of Dressings 1

Karlie Brouillard, MSN, RN
The Peanut Ball to Reduce Cesarean Section Rates in Laboring Women

Lakita Hopkins, MSN, RN
Carbetocin in the 3rd Stage of Labor to Decrease Postpartum Hemorrhage

Michaela Ramirez, MSN, RN
Post Discharge Phone Calls to Reduce Readmission of Patients with Heart Failure

Michaelina Philpott, MSN, RN
Utilization of Behavioral Health Teams in the Emergency Department

Kathryn Lagus, MSN, RN
Combination Therapy to Treat ADHD in School Age Children

Tracy Quosig, MSN, RN
Drug Monitoring Program to Improve Narcotics’ Prescription Practices 

Rosa Melendez, MSN, RN
Prevention of Orthopedic Surgical Site Infection: An Evidence Based Approach

University of Houston
College of Nursing

Commencement and Pinning Ceremony 
Friday, May 14, 2021, 2 p.m. 
University of Houston at Sugar Land

1 Evidence-Based Project Award – 2 People’s Choice Award
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Florence Nightingale Pledge

“I solemnly pledge myself before God and in the presence of this assembly to 
faithfully practice my profession of nursing. I will do all in my power to make 
and maintain the highest standards and practices of my profession.

I will hold in confidence all personal matters committed to my keeping in the 
practice of my calling. I will assist other healthcare providers and will devote 
myself to the welfare of those committed to my care.

I will endeavor to fulfill my rights and privileges as a good citizen and 
take my share of responsibility in promoting the health and welfare of the 
community.

I will constantly endeavor to increase my knowledge and skills in nursing 
and to use them wisely. I will zealously seek to nurse those who are ill 
wherever they may be and whenever they are in need.

I will be active in assisting others in safeguarding and promoting the health 
and happiness of humankind.”

 — Author Unknown

University of Houston
College of Nursing

Commencement and Pinning Ceremony 
Friday, May 14, 2021, 2 p.m. 

University of Houston at Sugar Land
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Message from the Dean

Dear Graduate,

First and foremost, congratulations to each of you on this momentous 
occasion! This is the defining moment of your transition from student to 
practitioner, and we celebrate your achievement. I hope that you take time to 
reflect on your journey and to honor the many individuals who guided and 
supported you in your achievement. 

For those of you receiving a Master of Science or Doctor of Philosophy degree, 
the need for truth, knowledge, and integrity in biomedical research has never been greater. We look to 
you as future leaders in discovery who will advance knowledge and improve health and vision care. 

For those of you receiving a Doctor of Optometry degree, you have made a lifelong commitment as 
healthcare professionals. You have recited the optometric oath and have donned the white coat. These 
symbolic commitments affirm your acceptance of great responsibility for the health and welfare of 
your patients. Going forward, remember this commitment and your dedication to the college’s core 
values – reason, wisdom, integrity, growth and humanity.

The graduating class of 2021 has endured the aftermath of flooding from Hurricane Harvey, the 
wettest September day on record from Tropical Storm Imelda, a massive 96-inch water main failure 
with flooding in February 2020, a main power transformer failure in August 2020, the COVID-19 
global pandemic, a simultaneous dual hurricane threat, the deep-freeze power failure of 2021, and 
flooding that destroyed the Ambulatory Surgical Center. You have learned the meaning of persistence 
and hope.

As the next generation of graduates from the University of Houston College of Optometry, we 
look forward to your continued accomplishments. As you go out into the world, be grateful, give 
generously, and strive to make a positive difference in the many lives you will touch with your 
talents. When you can, build on the foundation of those who came before you, and be mindful of your 
obligation to those who will follow. You will play a crucial role in building the future of our healthcare 
system, and your engagement has never been more important. 

On behalf of the faculty, staff, and administration, we wish you the best in your endeavors. 
Remember you always have a home at the University of Houston College of Optometry, and we 
will always welcome you back with open arms. You will forever be a part of this community. Again, 
congratulations on your academic success and welcome to the optometric profession. 

Sincerely,

Michael Twa, O.D., Ph.D., F.A.A.O. 
Professor and Dean 
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University of Houston 
College of Optometry

Commencement Ceremony
Saturday, May 15, 2021, 2 p.m. 
Cullen Performance Hall

 PRELUDE Classical Arrangement

 PROCESSIONAL “Pomp and Circumstance” 
  By Sir Edward Elgar

 HONORARY MACE BEARER Han Cheng, Ph.D., O.D. 
  Clinical Professor

 HONORARY BANNER BEARER Marcus G. Piccolo, O.D. 
  Associate Dean for Professional Advancement 
  Associate Dean for Clinical Education 
  Associate Professor 
  Executive Director, Surgical Services

 INVOCATION Jason Marsack, Ph.D. 
  Associate Professor

 WELCOME AND Michael D. Twa, O.D., Ph.D. 
 COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS Dean and Humana Endowed Dean’s Chair in Optometry

 GREETINGS FROM THE UH SYSTEM The Honorable Alvaro De la Cruz, Jr. 
 BOARD OF REGENTS Member

 RECOGNITION OF GRADUATES 

 SUMMA CUM LAUDE AND  Kimberly Lambreghts, R.N., O.D. 
 MAGNA CUM LAUDE  Associate Dean for Professional Studies and Clinical Professor

 GOLD KEY INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIPS Ralph Herring, O.D., M.H.A. 
  Assistant Dean for Professional Studies and Clinical Professor

 BETA SIGMA KAPPA Kassaundra Johnston, O.D. 
 BSK SILVER MEDAL AWARD Clinical Assistant Professor

 CLINICAL EXCELLENCE AWARDS Assistant Dean Herring
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University of Houston 
College of Optometry

Commencement Ceremony
Saturday, May 15, 2021, 2 p.m. 

Cullen Performance Hall

 STUDENT ADDRESS Kelsey Rene Trast

 PRESENTATION AND HOODING Dean Twa 
 OF THE CANDIDATES 

 PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES Laura Frishman, Ph.D. 
 FOR MASTER OF SCIENCE Associate Dean for Graduate Studies and Research 
 IN PHYSIOLOGICAL OPTICS DEGREE John and Rebecca Moores Professor

 PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES Associate Dean Laura Frishman 
 FOR DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY  
 IN PHYSIOLOGICAL OPTICS DEGREE 

 PRESENTATION OF OPTOMETRY RESIDENTS Beth Harper, O.D. 
 AND POSTDOCTORAL FELLOWS Director, Residency Programs and Clinical Associate Professor

 PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES Jason Porter, Ph.D. 
 FOR DOCTOR OF OPTOMETRY DEGREE Vice Chair of the Faculty and Associate Professor

 ANNOUNCEMENT OF CANDIDATES Associate Dean Lambreghts 
 FOR DOCTOR OF OPTOMETRY DEGREE

 HOODING OF CANDIDATES Anita Ticak, O.D., M.S. 
  Clinical Associate Professor

  Jennifer Tasca, O.D. 
  Adjunct Faculty

 FACULTY ASSISTING IN HOODING Julianne Knowles, O.D. 
  Clinical Associate Professor

  Wendy Harrison, O.D., Ph.D. 
  Associate Professor

 PRESENTATION OF DIPLOMAS Dean Twa

  Danica Marrelli, O.D. 
  Assistant Dean for Clinical Education

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES Dean Twa
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 ADMINISTRATION OF THE OPTOMETRIC OATH Assistant Dean Marrelli

 THE OPTOMETRIC OATH   With full deliberation, I freely and solemnly pledge that: 

    • I will practice the art and science of optometry faithfully and 
conscientiously and to the fullest scope of my competence.

    • I will uphold and honorably promote by example and action the 
highest standards, ethics and ideals of my chosen profession and 
the honor of the degree, Doctor of Optometry, which has been 
granted me.

    • I will provide professional care for those who seek my services 
with concern, with compassion, and with due regard for their 
human rights and dignity.

    • I will place the treatment of those who seek my care above 
personal gain and strive to see that none shall lack for proper care.

    • I will hold as privileged and inviolable all information entrusted 
to me in confidence by my patients.

    • I will advise my patients fully and honestly of all which may 
serve to restore, maintain, or enhance their vision and general 
health.

    • I will strive continuously to broaden my knowledge and skills so 
that my patients may benefit from all new and efficacious means 
to enhance the care of human vision.

    • I will share information cordially and unselfishly with my fellow 
optometrists and other professionals for the benefit of patients 
and the advancement of human knowledge and welfare.

    • I will do my utmost to serve my community, my country, and 
humankind as a citizen as well as an optometrist.

    • I hereby commit myself to be steadfast in the performance of 
this, my solemn oath and obligation.

 CLOSING REMARKS Dean Twa

 BENEDICTION Lucy Kehinde, O.D., Ph.D. 
  Clinical Assistant Professor

 RECESSIONAL “War March of the Priests” 
  By Felix Mendelssohn

University of Houston 
College of Optometry

Commencement Ceremony
Saturday, May 15, 2021, 2 p.m. 
Cullen Performance Hall
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Spring 2021 – Candidates for Graduation
Candidates’ names are followed by their 
hometowns; undergraduate institutions; 
and, if applicable, graduate institutions. 

Master of Science in 
Physiological Optics
Ashley Lynnette Bascom

Wilton, CT
B.S., Baylor University
Thesis: Characterization of Vitamin D 
Levels in Ocular Surface Tissues and their 
Association with Dry Eye Disease

Hannah Renea Gregory
Cypress, TX
B.S., Texas A&M University
Thesis: Visual Performance of Center-
Distance Multifocal Contact Lenses Fit 
Using a Myopia Control Paradigm

Nicole Alexandra Karson
Riverton, WV
B.S., West Virginia University
Thesis: Functional Retinal Outcomes 
and Association with Health Metrics in 
Patients with Prediabetes and Type 2 
Diabetes

Andrews Nartey
Accra, Ghana
O.D., Kwame Nkrumah University of 
Science and Technology
Thesis: Phenotypic and Phagocytic 
Characterization of Segmental Human 
Trabecular Meshwork Cells

Raphaella Tran
Chicago, IL
B.S., University of Illinois Champaign-
Urbana
Thesis: Effects of Choroidal Defocus on 
Adults and Children 

Sarah McKenzie Wilting
Amarillo, TX
B.S., Southwestern University 
Thesis: Quantifying the Optical, Physical, 
and Predicted Visual Consequences of 
Daily Cleaning on Conventional and 
Wavefront-Guided Scleral Lenses 

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Physiological Optics

Khob Bhandari
Pokhara, Nepal
B.Optom., Tribhuvan University, Institute 
of Medicine
Dissertation: Environmental and 
Behavioral Factors in Childhood Myopia

Justin A. Courson
Houston, TX
B.A., English, University of California, 
Santa Barbara 
B.A., Psychology, University of California, 
Santa Barbara 
Dissertation: Impact of Aging and Diet 
on Mouse Corneal Innervation at the 
Epithelial-stromal Interface

Eugene Appenteng Osae
Akim Oda, Ghana
O.D., Kwame Nkrumah University of 
Science and Technology
Dissertation: Effects of Dyslipidemia in 
Diet-induced Obesity and Aging on the 
Meibomian Gland and Ocular Surface

Zhihui She
Guangzhou, China 
Bachelor of Medicine, Zhongshan School 
of Medicine, Sun Yat-Sen University
Dissertation: Effects of Dim Ambient 
Lighting on Refractive Development in 
Rhesus Monkeys (Macacca Mulatta)

Maria Walker
Ellington, CT
B.S., in Biology, Suffolk University
O.D., in Optometry, New England 
College of Optometry
M.S., in Vision Science, New England 
College of Optometry
Dissertation: Scleral Lens Effects on the 
Eye

Residents
Candidates’ names are followed by their 
graduate institutions and University of 
Houston College of Optometry residency 
information. 

Sanam Farooqi, O.D.
O.D., Massachusetts College of Pharmacy 
and Heath Sciences School of Optometry 
Residency: Ocular Disease at the Cedar 
Springs Eye Clinic

Miriam Almanza, O.D.
O.D., University of the Incarnate Word 
Rosenberg School of Optometry
Residency: Low Vision Rehabilitation at 
the University Eye Institute 

Ann Sung, O.D.
O.D., University of California Berkeley 
School of Optometry
Residency: Family Practice at the 
University Eye Institute

Amber Dawson , O.D.
O.D., Kentucky College of Optometry 
Residency: Pediatrics at the University 
Eye Institute

Faustina Martinez, O.D.
O.D., University of Houston College of 
Optometry
Residency: Ocular Disease at the 
University Eye Institute

Sallekh Shakya, O.D.
O.D., Nova Southeastern University
Residency: Brain Injury Vision 
Rehabilitation at the University Eye 
Institute 

Connie Chen, O.D.
O.D., University of California Berkeley 
School of Optometry
Residency: Cornea and Contact Lens at 
the University Eye Institute

Mary Kate Walters, O.D.
O.D., Southern College of Optometry 
Residency: Ocular Disease at the 
Community Eye Clinic

Justina Raouf Assaad, O.D.
O.D., University of Houston College of 
Optometry
Residency: Family Practice at the UH 
Eye Center in the Heights

University of Houston 
College of Optometry

Commencement Ceremony
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Postdoctoral Fellows
Candidates’ names are followed by their 
graduate institution and fellowship 
information. 

Christina Kinate, O.D.
O.D., University of Houston College of 
Optometry
Fellowship: Cornea and Contact Lens 
at the Texas Eye Research and Technology 
Center

Lucero Peñaloza Arteaga, O.D.
O.D., University of Houston College of 
Optometry
Fellowship: Clinical Teaching at the UH 
Eye Center in the Heights

Doctor of Optometry
Candidates’ names are followed by their 
hometowns; undergraduate institutions 
and, if applicable, graduate institutions; 
and fourth-year clinical externship 
locations. 

Leena Ajjour
Houston, TX
B.S., University of Houston
Eyes & Optics of Pearland, Pearland, 
Texas 
Enclave Vision Associates, Houston, Texas 

Selena Mari Aloisio
Katy, TX
B.S.A, University of Texas at Austin
Lakeline Vision Source, Austin, Texas
Naval Medical Center San Diego, San 
Diego, California

Amanda Lea Andrade
Houston, TX
B.S.A, University of Texas at Austin
Mann Eye Institute Deerbrook, Humble, 
Texas
Kingwood Family Vision Center, 
Kingwood, Texas 

Sabari Arcot
Houston, TX 
B.S., Houston Baptist University
Alamo Eye Care, San Antonio, Texas 
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas 

Lily A Arendt
Green Bay, WI
B.S., DePaul University 
Community Eye Clinic, Fort Worth, Texas
Plaza Vision Center, Dallas, Texas

Abigail Arteaga
Austin, TX
B.S., University of Texas at Austin
Oak Hill Eye Care, Austin, Texas
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas 

Valerie Baca
Conroe, TX
B.S., Texas A&M University
Spring Klein Vision Center, Spring, Texas
Community Eye Clinic, Fort Worth, Texas

Ashley Lynnette Bascom
Wilton, CT
B.S., Baylor University
NSU College of Optometry, Tahlequah, 
Oklahoma
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas 

Dallin Isaac Basett
Salt Lake City, UT
B.S., Brigham Young University
Hellerstein and Brenner Vision Center 
PC, Denver, Colorado
20/20 Institute, Greenwood Village, 
Colorado 

Daniel Christipher Brinkman
Amarillo, TX
B.S.N., Texas Tech University
Premier Vision, Amarillo, Texas
Amarillo VAMC, Amarillo, Texas

Paige Thumann Brown
Katy, TX
B.S., Baylor University 
Sharp Eye Consultants, San Antonio, 
Texas
Alma Optics, Alma, Michigan 

Rachel Elizabeth Bruns
Kirkwood, MO
B.S., Indiana University
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas 
Bellaire Family Eye Care, Bellaire, Texas

Jennifer Eliska Butler
Houston, TX
B.S., University of Houston
New Orleans VAMC, New Orleans, 
Louisiana 
Lakeline Vision Source, Austin, Texas

Haley Hortensia Carrillo
Corpus Christi, TX
B.S., University of Houston
Community Eye Clinic, Fort Worth, Texas
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas 

Joshua Jacob Cedillo
Mission, TX
B.S., Texas State University
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas 
Signature Eye Care, Cedar Park, Texas

David Chavez 
Houston, TX 
B.S., University of Houston
Enclave Vision Associates, Houston, Texas 
Houston Eye Associates, Houston, Texas

Connor Christensen
Gilbert, AZ
B.S., Weber State University 
Diagnostic Eye Center, Houston, Texas
Richmond VA Outpatient Clinic, 
Richmond, Texas 

Jia Ying Chuong
Katy, TX
B.S., University of Texas at Austin
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas 
Diagnostic Eye Center, Houston, Texas

Rachel N. Cofield
Cedar Park, TX 
B.S., Tulane University
Lakeline Vision Source, Austin, Texas
Sharp Eye Consultants, San Antonio, 
Texas

Rosaline Cruz
Crosby, TX
B.A., University of Mississippi
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas 
Houston Eye Associates, Houston, Texas

Tyler Dang
New Orleans, LA
B.S., Xavier University of Louisiana
Lackland Air Force Base, San Antonio, 
Texas 
McCormick Vision Center, Austin, Texas 

University of Houston 
College of Optometry

Commencement Ceremony
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Gabriel Ivan Davila
San Diego, CA
B.S., California State University, East Bay 
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas 
Community Eye Clinic, Fort Worth, Texas

Isabel H Deakins
Houston, TX
B.A. Rice University 
Clear Lake Eye Center, Webster, Texas 
UH Eye Center in the Heights, Houston, 
Texas

Lauren Nicole Denton
Houston, TX
B.S., Baylor University
Amarillo VAMC, Amarillo, Texas
Premier Vision, Amarillo, Texas

Kristiana Dodaj
New York City, NY
B.S., St. John’s University 
NSU College of Optometry, Tahlequah, 
Oklahoma
South Texas Veterans Health Care System, 
San Antonio, Texas

Mimi Duong
Houston, TX
B.S., University of Houston
Vision Source Mission Bend, Houston, 
Texas
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas 

Garrett Elliott
Riverbank, CA
B.A., University of California, Davis
B.S., University of California, Davis
NSU College of Optometry, Tahlequah, 
Oklahoma
Enclave Vision Associates, Houston, Texas 

Jacquelin M. Escoto
Houston, TX
B.S., University of Houston
Signature Eye Care, Cedar Park, Texas
Sharp Eye Consultants, San Antonio, 
Texas

Marissa Rae Evans
Pasadena, TX
B.S., University of Houston
Golden Eye Clinic, Center, Texas
Today’s Vision Meyerland, Houston, 
Texas 

Robert Ryan Fontenot
Houston, TX 
B.M., University of Mary Hardin-Baylor
NSU College of Optometry, Tahlequah, 
Oklahoma
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas 

Chase A. Francoeur
Columbus, IN
B.A., Wabash College 
Eye Surgeons of Indiana, Indianapolis, 
Indiana 
Talley Eye Institute, Evansville, Indiana

Brett W. Fredericksen
Moses Lake, WA
B.S., Brigham Young University
Family Eyecare Specialists, Caldwell, 
Idaho 
Hollingshead Eye Center, Boise, Idaho 

Teesha Darlene Frey
Decorah, IA
B.S., Texas Lutheran University
Lakeline Vision Source, Austin, Texas 
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas 

Hannah Renea Gregory
Cypress, TX
B.S., Texas A&M University
NSU College of Optometry, Tahlequah, 
Oklahoma
Oak Hill Eye Care, Austin, Texas

Nicole Grimes
Mesa, AZ
B.S., University of Arizona
Indian Health Hospital, Albuquerque, 
New Mexico 
Acadian Vision Associates, Lafayette, 
Louisiana 

Taylor J. Haley
Winner, SD
B.S., Dakota Wesleyan University
UH Eye Center in the Heights, Houston, 
Texas
Prairie Eye Clinic, Vermillion, South 
Dakota 

Stephanie S. Handal
El Paso, TX
B.M., University of North Texas
M.M., Sam Houston State University
Diagnostic Eye Center, Houston, Texas
Texas Children’s Hospital Clinic, 
Houston, Texas

Daniel Jeffrey Hooton
Montgomery, TX
B.A., Florida College
UH Eye Center in the Heights, Houston, 
Texas
Coastal Eye Associates, Webster, Texas

Avery Jacqueline Huber
Colorado Springs, CO
B.S., Baylor University
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas 
Spring Klein Vision Center, Spring, Texas

Brittney Alexi Jimenez
Houston, TX
B.S., University of Houston
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas 
Clear Lake Eye Center, Webster, Texas 

Morgan D. Jones
Sugar Land, TX
B.A., Texas A&M University
Texas Children’s Hospital Clinic, 
Houston, Texas
Today’s Vision Meyerland, Houston, 
Texas 

Mickael David Kaculini
Katy, TX
B.S., University of Texas at Austin
NSU College of Optometry, Tahlequah, 
Oklahoma
Eyes & Optics of Pearland, Pearland, 
Texas

Nicole Alexandra Karson
Riverton, WV
B.S., West Virginia University
Richmond VA Outpatient Clinic, 
Richmond, Texas 
Lakeline Vision Source, Austin, Texas 

Annie Amir Khowaja
Richmond, TX 
B.S., Georgia State University
UH Eye Center in the Heights, Houston, 
Texas
Community Eye Clinic, Fort Worth, Texas

Joe T. Kirgis
San Angelo, TX
B.S., Texas A&M University 
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas 
Vision Center of West Texas, Lubbock, 
Texas

University of Houston 
College of Optometry

Commencement Ceremony
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Linus Klingler
Houston, TX
B.A., University of Houston - Downtown
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas 
Oak Hill Eye Care, Austin, Texas

Tyler Austin Kvinta
Yoakum, TX
B.S.A., University of Texas at Austin
Sharp Eye Consultants, San Antonio, 
Texas
Lackland Air Force Base, San Antonio, 
Texas 

Ahmad Laham
Houston, TX
B.S., University of Houston
Houston Eye Associates, Houston, Texas
UH Eye Center in the Heights, Houston, 
Texas

Ronaldo Esau Leon
Mission, TX
B.S., University of Texas Rio Grande 
Valley
Valley Coastal Bend VAMC, Harlingen, 
Texas
NSU College of Optometry, Tahlequah, 
Oklahoma

Shannon Nicole Levy
Sugar Land, TX
B.S., University of Houston
Eyes & Optics of Pearland, Pearland, 
Texas 
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas 

Lisa N. Litwak
Baltimore, MD
B.S., University of North Carolina 
Wilmington
Sharp Eye Consultants, San Antonio, 
Texas
Sharp Eye Consultants, San Antonio, 
Texas 

Ashitha Elizabeth Mathew
Irving, TX
B.S., University of Texas at Dallas
Golden Eye Clinic, Center, Texas
Community Eye Clinic, Fort Worth, Texas 

Elizabeth K. Mathew
Dallas, TX
B.S., University of Texas at Dallas
Lakeline Vision Source, Austin, Texas 
Indian Health Hospital, Albuquerque, 
New Mexico 

Geneva Elise Means
Willis, TX
B.S., Sam Houston State University
Community Eye Clinic, Fort Worth, Texas
Lackland Air Force Base, San Antonio, 
Texas 

Mitch Clay Merrill
Rexburg, ID
B.S., Brigham Young University
UH Eye Center in the Heights, Houston, 
Texas
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas 

Jagavi Naik
El Campo, TX
B.S., Texas A&M University 
UH Eye Center in the Heights, Houston, 
Texas
Vision Source Mission Bend Houston, 
Texas

Amber Renee Nelson
North Richland Hills, TX
B.S., Texas A&M University 
UH Eye Center in the Heights, Houston, 
Texas
Community Eye Clinic, Fort Worth, Texas 

Christina Vy Ngo
Dallas, TX
B.S., University of Texas at Austin
Naval Medical Center San Diego, San 
Diego, California
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas 

David Huu Nguyen
Arlington, TX
B.S., University of Texas at Austin
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas 
Clear Lake Eye Center, Webster, Texas 

Emily Kay Nguyen
San Antonio, TX 
B.S., University of Texas at Austin
Oak Hill Eye Care, Austin, Texas
UH Eye Center in the Heights, Houston, 
Texas

Emily N. Nguyen
Pearland, TX
B.S., Lamar University 
Sharp Eye Consultants, San Antonio, 
Texas
Overton Brooks VAMC, Shreveport 
Louisiana

Jenny My Linh Nguyen
Arlington, TX
B.S., University of Texas at Austin
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas 
South Texas Veterans Health Care System, 
San Antonio, Texas

Kevin Khoa Nguyen
Houston, TX
B.Sc., University of Texas at Austin
Indian Health Hospital, Santa Fe, New 
Mexico
UH Eye Center in the Heights, Houston, 
Texas

Mathew Nguyen
Houston, TX
B.S., University of Houston
McCormick Vision Center, Austin, Texas 
UH Eye Center in the Heights, Houston, 
Texas

Amber Brittany Nichols
Norfolk, VA
B.S., Old Dominion University
Kingwood Family Vision Center, 
Kingwood, Texas
Spring Klein Vision Center, Spring, Texas

Jennifer Nightingale
Columbia, MO
B.S., Truman State University
Indian Health Hospital, Santa Fe, New 
Mexico
Diagnostic Eye Center, Houston, Texas

Alexa Ong
Sugar Land, TX
B.S., Houston Baptist University
Diagnostic Eye Center, Houston, Texas
Lakeline Vision Source, Austin, Texas 

Dea Orana
McKinney, TX
B.S., University of North Texas
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas 
Plano Eye Associates, Plano, Texas

Kim P. Pham
Houston, TX
B.S., University of Texas at Dallas
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas 
Naval Medical Center San Diego, San 
Diego, California

University of Houston 
College of Optometry

Commencement Ceremony
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Richardson H. Pham
Houston, TX
B.S., University of Houston
Community Eye Clinic, Fort Worth, Texas 
NSU College of Optometry, Tahlequah, 
Oklahoma

Vincent Minh Pham
Santa Ana, CA
B.S., University of California, Irvine
Lackland Air Force Base, San Antonio, 
Texas 
Community Eye Clinic, Fort Worth, Texas 

Ashley Mai Phan
Dallas, TX
B.S., University of Dallas
Coastal Eye Associates, Webster, Texas
Signature Eye Care, Cedar Park, Texas

Bryan Joseph Procopio
New Freedom, PA 
B.S., Gettysburg College 
Lakeline Vision Source, Austin, Texas 
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas 

Manzil Quadir
Sugar Land, TX
B.S., Texas A&M University
UH Eye Center in the Heights, Houston, 
Texas
Bellaire Family Eye Care, Bellaire, Texas

Karina Aimir Quiñones
Houston, TX
B.S.A., University of Texas at Austin
Oak Hill Eye Care, Austin, Texas
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas 

Dania M. Rakouki
Cypress, TX
B.S., University of Houston
UH Eye Center in the Heights, Houston, 
Texas 
Vision Centers of Houston – Deerbrook, 
Humble, Texas

Taylor William Reiley
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
B.S., University of Saskatchewan
Plaza Vision Center, Dallas, Texas
Oak Hill Eye Care, Austin, Texas

Mariam Samir Shokry Rezk
Campbell, TX
B.S., Texas A&M University – Commerce
UH Eye Center in the Heights, Houston, 
Texas 
Vision Centers of Houston – 
Willowbrook, Houston, Texas

George Tony Rizk
Houston, TX
B.S., University of Houston
South Texas Veterans Health Care System, 
San Antonio, Texas
UH Eye Center in the Heights, Houston, 
Texas 

Jordan R. Romero
Houston, TX 
B.S.A., University of Texas at Austin
Valley Coastal Bend VAMC, Harlingen, 
Texas
NSU College of Optometry, Tahlequah, 
Oklahoma

Sterling Estelle Schaeffer
Amarillo, TX
B.S., West Texas A&M University
Premier Vision, Amarillo, Texas
Amarillo VAMC, Amarillo, Texas

Ashley Elizabeth Seymour
Homestead, FL
B.S., University of Florida
Plaza Vision Center, Dallas, Texas
NSU College of Optometry, Tahlequah, 
Oklahoma

Zainab Shahid
Sugar Land, TX
B.S., University of Texas at Austin
Community Eye Clinic, Fort Worth, Texas
Coastal Eye Associates, Webster, Texas 

Luke Aaron Sherman
Lockney, TX
B.S., West Texas A&M University 
Amarillo VAMC, Amarillo, Texas
Vision Center of West Texas, Lubbock, 
Texas

Sadaf A. Siddiqui
Houston, TX
B.B.A., University of Texas at Austin
Kingwood Family Vision Center, 
Kingwood, Texas 
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas 

Maria Del Carmen Soto
Fort Worth, TX
B.S., Texas A&M University
Community Eye Clinic, Fort Worth, Texas
Envision Eye Care, El Paso, Texas

Dania Tassabhji
Dallas, TX
B.S., University of Texas at Dallas
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas 
Vision Source Mission Bend, Houston, 
Texas

Trey M. Thomsen 
Corning, IA
B.A., Simpson College
Offutt Air Force Base, Omaha, Nebraska 
NSU College of Optometry, Tahlequah, 
Oklahoma

Diana U. Tran
Arlington, TX
B.S., University of Houston
NSU College of Optometry, Tahlequah, 
Oklahoma
New Orleans VA Medical Center, New 
Orleans, Louisiana 

Huy Tran
Pearland, TX
B.S., University of Houston
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas 
UH Eye Center in the Heights, Houston, 
Texas

Jacqueline Marie Tran
Arlington, TX
B.S., University of Texas at Arlington
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas 
Community Eye Clinic, Fort Worth, Texas 

Michelle D. Tran
Chicago, IL
B.S., University of Illinois Champaign-
Urbana
Lakeline Vision Source, Austin, Texas 
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas 

Raphaella Tran
Chicago, IL
B.S., University of Illinois Champaign-
Urbana
Diagnostic Eye Center, Houston, Texas
Family Vision Solutions, Houston, Texas
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Kelsey Rene Trast
Lawrence, KS
B.S., Oklahoma State University 
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas 
Eyecare of Greenville, Greenville, Texas 

Collin Pierce Tubbs
Austin, TX
B.S. Texas State University 
UH Eye Center in the Heights, Houston, 
Texas
Sharp Eye Consultants, San Antonio, 
Texas

Christopher Ryan Valliere
Muenster, TX
B.S., University of Texas at Austin
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas 
Lakeline Vision Source, Austin, Texas 

Sarah McKenzie Wilting
Amarillo, TX
B.S., Southwestern University 
Lakeline Vision Source, Austin, Texas 
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas 

Thuria Younis
Houston, TX
B.S., University of Houston
Gee Eye Care, Missouri City, Texas 
UH Eye Center in the Heights, Houston, 
Texas

Cooper Dale Zurfluh
Adna, WA
B.S., University of Puget Sound
Milton-Edgewood Eye Clinic, Milton, 
Washington
Northwest Eye Surgeons, Sequim, 
Washington

University of Houston 
College of Optometry

Commencement Ceremony
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Honors 
Doctoral students who complete their degree requirements will graduate with the stated academic honors if they achieve 

the corresponding grade point averages earned in the doctor of optometry program at the University of Houston.

Summa Cum Laude – 3.75 to 4.0
Lily A. Arendt

Paige Thumann Brown
Rachel Elizabeth Bruns
Jennifer Eliska Butler
Connor Christensen

Jia Ying Chuong
Lauren Nicole Denton

Stephanie S. Handal
Avery Jacqueline Huber

Nicole Alexandra Karson
Joe T. Kirgis

Linus Klingler
Shannon Nicole Levy

Lisa N. Litwak
David Huu Nguyen
Emily Kay Nguyen

Jennifer Nightingale
Alexa Ong

Ashley Mai Phan
Taylor William Reiley

Ashley Elizabeth Seymour
Michelle D. Tran
Raphaella Tran

Christopher Ryan Valliere
Sarah McKenzie Wilting

Cooper Dale Zurfluh

Magna Cum Laude – 3.50 to 3.74
Leena Ajjour

Selena Mari Aloisio
Sabari Arcot

Abigail Arteaga
Valerie Baca

Ashley Lynnette Bascom
David Chavez 

Rachel N. Cofield
Rosaline Cruz

Isabel H. Deakins
Mimi Duong

Marissa Rae Evans

Jagavi Naik
Amber Renee Nelson

Emily N. Nguyen
Dea Orana

Vincent Minh Pham
Bryan Joseph Procopio

Manzil Quadir
Karina Aimir Quiñones

Sterling Estelle Schaeffer
Sadaf A. Siddiqui

Maria Del Carmen Soto
Jacqueline Marie Tran
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2021 Gold Key International 
Optometric Honor Society

Gold Key International Optometric Honor Society recognizes graduating students who demonstrate outstanding professional and 
ethical attitudes through leadership and service to their class, college, and profession. Membership is limited to no more than 10 

percent of the graduating class. The University of Houston College of Optometry chapter of Gold Key was created in 1974.

Lily A. Arendt
Connor Christensen

Isabel H. Deakins
Chase A. Francoeur

Daniel Jeffrey Hooton
Joe T. Kirgis

Manzil Quadir
Sadaf A. Siddiqui

Kelsey Rene Trast
Christopher Ryan Valliere

Beta Sigma Kappa International Optometric  
Honor Society Graduates

Beta Sigma Kappa recognizes students who stimulate scientific attainment, academic excellence, and the ethical 
practice of optometry. Membership is awarded based on scholastic excellence and is calculated per semester. 

Leena Ajjour*
Selena Mari Aloisio*

Sabari Arcot*
Lily A. Arendt*

Valerie Baca
Ashley Lynnette Bascom*
Paige Thumann Brown*
Rachel Elizabeth Bruns*
Jennifer Eliska Butler*

Jia Ying Chuong*
Rachel N. Cofield*

Rosaline Cruz
Isabel H Deakins*

Lauren Nicole Denton*
Mimi Duong

Marissa Rae Evans
Stephanie S. Handal*

Avery Jacqueline Huber*
Nicole Alexandra Karson*

Joe T. Kirgis
Linus Klingler*

Shannon Nicole Levy*
Lisa N. Litwak*

Jagavi Naik*
Amber Renee Nelson
David Huu Nguyen*
Emily Kay Nguyen*
Emily N. Nguyen*

Jennifer Nightingale*
Alexa Ong*

Dea Orana*
Vincent Minh Pham

Ashley Mai Phan*
Bryan Joseph Procopio*

Manzil Quadir*
Karina Aimir Quiñones*
Taylor William Reiley*

Sterling Estelle Schaeffer
Sadaf A. Siddiqui*

Jacqueline Marie Tran
Michelle D. Tran*
Raphaella Tran*

Christopher Ryan Valliere*
Sarah McKenzie Wilting*

* membership since Fall 2018

University of Houston 
College of Optometry

Commencement Ceremony
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Clinical Excellence Specialty Awards

Cornea and Contact Lens

Dry Eye Center

Good-Lite Pediatric Optometry 

Low Vision

Medical Eye Service

Primary Care

Fourth Year Professional Awards

Alcon Laboratories Excellence 
Award

College of Optometrists in Vision 
Development Excellence  
in Vision Therapy Award

The Ebling Award in Medical  
Contact Lens Patient Care 

Eschenbach Low Vision Award

Excellence in Community Service 
Award

Excellence in Optics Award

William Feinbloom Low Vision Award

GP Lens Institute  
Clinical Excellence Award

Johnson & Johnson Award of 
Excellence in Contact Lens  

Patient Care

Metro Optics Excellence Award

Ocular Instruments Award for 
Excellence

Optelec Low Vision Award 

Outstanding Teaching Assistant 
Award

Public Health Leadership Award

VSP/AAOF Practice Excellence Award

University of Houston 
College of Optometry

Commencement Ceremony
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College Administration
Michael Twa, O.D., Ph.D.

Dean

Laura Frishman, Ph.D.
Associate Dean for Graduate 
Studies and Research

Kimberly Lambreghts, R.N, O.D.
Associate Dean for Professional Studies

Marcus Piccolo, O.D.
Associate Dean for Professional
Advancement
Associate Dean for Clinical Education
Executive Director, Surgical Services

Ralph Herring, O.D. M.H.A.
Assistant Dean for Professional Studies
Director, External Education

Melissa Mares, B.A.
Assistant Dean for Student Affairs
Executive Director, Optometry Relations

Danica Marrelli, O.D.
Assistant Dean for Clinical Education 
Director, Ocular Diagnostic 
and Medical Eye Services

Zagui Parades, B.B.A., M.B.A.
Executive Director, College 
Business Operations

David Berntsen, O.D., Ph.D.
Chair, Department of Clinical Sciences

Vallabh Das, Ph.D.
Chair, Department of Basic Sciences

Amber Gaume Giannoni, O.D.
Chair, College Faculty

College of Optometry Faculty
Raymond Applegate, O.D., Ph.D.

Irvin M. Borish Chair in Optometry

Julia Benoit, Ph.D.
Research Assistant Professor

Jan Bergmanson, O.D., Ph.D.
Brien A. Holden Professor

David Berntsen, O.D., Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Rudolph Black, O.D.
Clinical Associate Professor

Alan Burns, Ph.D.
McDaid-Vision Source Professor

Carolyn Carman, O.D.
Clinical Professor

Louvenia Carter-Dawson, Ph.D.
Senior Research Scientist

Moriah Chandler, O.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor

Han Cheng, Ph.D., O.D.
Clinical Professor

Yuzo M. Chino, Ph.D.
Benedict-McFadden Professor

Daniel Coates, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Vivien Coulson-Thomas, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Debra Currie, O.D., M.S.
Clinical Professor

Vallabh Das, Ph.D.
Benedict-Pitts Professor

Jennifer Deakins, O.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor

Karen Fern, O.D.
Associate Professor

Laura Frishman, Ph.D.
John and Rebecca Moores Professor

Janet Garza, O.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor

Amber Gaume Giannoni, O.D.
Clinical Professor

Gavin Gerondale, O.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor

Marcus Gonzales, O.D.
Clinical Associate Professor

Beth Harper, O.D.
Clinical Associate Professor

Wendy Harrison, O.D, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Ralph Herring, O.D., M.H.A.
Clinical Professor

Hong Dieu Ho, O.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor

Nicole Hooper, O.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor

Li-Fang Hung, B. Med, O.D., Ph.D.
Senior Research Scientist

Casey Johnston, O.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor

Kassaundra Johnston, O.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor

Matthew Kauffman. O.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor

Lucy Kehinde, O.D., Ph.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor

Andrew Kemp, O.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor

Tonya Ketcham, O.D., Ph.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor

Julianne Knowles, O.D.
Clinical Associate Professor

Zanna Kruoch, O.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor

University of Houston 
College of Optometry

Commencement Ceremony
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Kimberly Lambreghts, R.N., O.D.
Clinical Professor

Karen Lee, O.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor

Anna-Kaye Logan, O.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor

Ruth Manny, O.D., Ph.D.
Charles R. Stewart Professor

Danica Marrelli, O.D.
Clinical Professor

Jason Marsack, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Muriel Martinez, O.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor

Swati Modi, O.D.
Clinical Associate Professor

Lisa Ostrin, O.D., Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Deborah Otteson, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Lloyd Pate, O.D.
Clinical Associate Professor

Nimesh Patel, O.D., Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Ryan Patel, O.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor

Marcus Piccolo, O.D.
Associate Professor

Jason Porter, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Guoting Qin, Ph.D.
Research Assistant Professor

Sam Quintero, O.D.
Adjunct Associate Professor

Vijaykrishna Raghunathan, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Rachel Redfern, O.D., Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Kathryn Richdale, O.D., Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Eric Ritchey, O.D., Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Pat Segu, O.D.
Clinical Professor

Justin Simbulan, O.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor

Earl L. Smith III, O.D., Ph.D.
Greeman-Petty Professor

Scott Stevenson, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Anita Ticak, O.D., M.S.
Clinical Associate Professor

Maria Walker, O.D., M.S.
Lecturer

Ashley Wallace-Tucker, O.D.
Visiting Assistant Professor

James Walters, Ph.D., O.D.
Associate Professor

Janice Wensveen, O.D., Ph.D.
Clinical Professor

Joe Wheat, O.D., Ph.D.
Clinical Associate Professor

Emeritus Faculty
Harold Bedell, Ph.D.
Roger L Boltz, O.D., Ph.D.
Troy Fannin, O.D.
Merton Flom, O.D., Ph.D.
Ron Harwerth, Ph.D.

Nicky Holdeman, O.D., M.D.
Randy Jose, O.D.
Penelope Kegel-Flom, Ph.D.
James Koetting, O.D.
Paul Pease, O.D., Ph.D.

Don Pitts, O.D.
Nelson Reber, O.D.
Jerome Rosner, O.D.
Charles Stewart, O.D., Ph.D.
Jerald Strickland, O.D., Ph.D.

College of Optometry Commencement Committee
Renee Armacost
Lee Dempsey
Cristian Loayza

Assistant Dean Melissa Mares
Liz Mauzy
Michele Luman

Lyle Tate
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Optometry at the University of Houston

Doctors of Optometry are:
Primary health care professionals who diagnose and treat eye health and vision problems.

Optometry at the University of Houston:
The four-year Post-Baccalaureate Professional Program includes:

•  3,216 hours of lectures and laboratories in optics, advanced human physiology, gross human and ocular anatomy, neuroanato-
my, systemic and ocular pathology, general and ocular pharmacology, and vision and clinical sciences.

•  500 eye health and vision care experiences in the University Eye Institute's family practice, cornea and contact lens, pediatric, 
low vision, and medical services.

•  1,200 eye health and vision care experiences during two externships (32 weeks) at vision and health care centers. These centers 
include private practices, military hospitals, Indian Health hospitals, community health centers, surgical centers, Veterans 
Administration hospitals, and multidisciplinary vision care centers and institutes.

Licensing and Credentialing include:

 National Board Examinations
   Applied Basic Science 
   Patient Assessment and Management
   Treatment and Management of Ocular Disease 
   Clinical Skills Examination

 State Licensure Examination
   Optometric Jurisprudence Examination

2020-2021 Academic Year Externship Sites include:

Lieutenant Anthony M. 
Belekanich, O.D.
Naval Medical Center San Diego,  
San Diego, California

Jason Besecker, O.D.
Hollingshead Eye Center, Boise, Idaho

James Bewley, O.D.
Family Eyecare Specialists,  
Caldwell, Idaho

Jacqueline Brending, O.D.
Clear Lake Eye Center, Webster, Texas

Kevin Brown, O.D.
Prairie Eye Clinic,  
Vermillion, South Dakota

Kim Castleberry, O.D.
Plano Eye Associates, Plano, Texas

Randy Charrier, O.D.
Family Vision Solutions, Houston, Texas

John Coble, O.D.
Eyecare of Greenville, Greenville, Texas

John Cornett, O.D.
Premier Vision, Amarillo, Texas

Mark Danzo, O.D.
20/20 Institute, Denver, Colorado

Jennifer Deakins, O.D.
Community Eye Clinic, Fort Worth, Texas

Damon Dierker, O.D.
Eye Surgeons of Indiana,  
Indianapolis, Indiana

David Dinh, O.D.
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas

Teresa Erickson, O.D.
Milton-Edgewood Eye Clinic, Milton, 
Washington

Melanie Frogozo, O.D.
Alamo Eye Care, San Antonio, Texas

Martha Gallia, O.D.
Mann Eye Institute Deerbrook,  
Humble, Texas

University of Houston 
College of Optometry

Commencement Ceremony
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Janet Garza, O.D.
UH Eye Center at Heights,  
Houston, Texas

Kevin Gee, O.D.
Gee Eye Care, Missouri City, Texas 

Gavin Gerondale, O.D.
UHCO Mobile Eye Institute,  
Houston, Texas

Robert Gibson, O.D.
Coastal Eye Associates, Webster, Texas

Steve Gill, O.D.
New Orleans VA Medical Center,  
New Orleans, Louisiana

Geeta Girdher, O.D.
Walter Reed National Military Medical 
Center, Washington, D.C.

Kathleen, Goff, O.D.
Envision Eyecare, El Paso, Texas

Dixon Golden, O.D.
Golden Eye Clinic, Center, Texas

Marcus Gonzales, O.D.
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas

Charity Grannis, M.D.
Houston Eye Associates, Houston, Texas

Lynn Hellerstein, O.D.
Hellerstein-Brenner Vision Center, 
Greenwood Village, Colorado

Kathryn Hengst, O.D.
Enclave Vision Associates, Houston, Texas

Paula Johns, O.D.
Indian Health Hospital,  
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Julie Kells, O.D.
Vision Centers of Houston Deerbrook, 
Houston, Texas

Andrew Kemp, O.D.
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas

Brook Komar, O.D.
Texas Children’s Hospital Clinic, 
Houston, Texas

Zanna Kruoch, O.D.
Cedar Springs Eye Clinic, Dallas, Texas

Thanh Le, O.D.
South Texas Veterans Health Care System, 
San Antonio, Texas

Michael Leung, O.D.
Richmond VA Outpatient Clinic, 
Richmond, Texas

Oliver Lou, O.D.
Signature Eye Care, Cedar Park, Texas

Stephanie Lozano, O.D.
Diagnostic Eye Center, Houston, Texas

Major Lauren Matthews, O.D.
Lackland Air Force Base,  
San Antonio, Texas

Michael McCormick, O.D.
McCormick Vision Center, Austin, Texas

Earlena McKee, O.D.
NSU College of Optometry,  
Tahlequah, Oklahoma

Donner Mizelle, O.D.
Acadian Vision Associates,  
Lafayette, Louisiana

Brandi Montgomery, O.D.
Enclave Vision Associaties,  
Houston, Texas

Kathryn Musgrove, M.D.
Houston Eye Associates, Houston, Texas

Clarke Newman, O.D.
Plaza Vision Center, Dallas, Texas

Vu Nguyen, O.D.
Today’s Vision Meyerland,  
Houston, Texas 

Major Eric Owens, O.D.
Offutt Air Force Base, Omaha, Nebraska

Amy Parker, O.D.
Vision Centers of Houston Deerbrook, 
Houston Texas

Nathan Pelsor, O.D.
Talley Eye Institute, Evansville, Indiana

Khanh Pham, O.D.
Vision Centers of Houston Willowbrook, 
Houston, Texas

Brittney Probst, O.D.
Kingwood Family Vision Center, 
Kingwood, Texas

Kristi Ramirez, O.D.
Sharp Eye Consultants,  
San Antonio, Texas

Nolan Riley, O.D.
Vision Center of West Texas,  
Lubbock, Texas

Laurie Sorrenson, O.D.
Lakeline Vision Source, Austin, Texas

Stephanie Stamoolis, O.D.
Northwest Eye Surgeons,  
Sequim, Washington

Anthony Stout, O.D.
Indian Health Hospital,  
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Megan Stubinski, O.D.
Vision Source Mission Bend,  
Houston, Texas

Lisa Thomas, O.D.
Eyes & Optics of Pearland,  
Pearland, Texas

Marimel Tilley, O.D.
Shreveport VA Medical Center, 
Shreveport, Louisiana

David Trout, O.D.
Amarillo VA Medical Center,  
Amarillo, Texas

David Tybor, O.D.
Oak Hill Eye Care, Austin, Texas

Ann Voss, O.D.
Bellaire Family Eye Care, Bellaire, Texas

Ashley Wallace-Tucker, O.D.
Bellaire Family Eye Care, Bellaire, Texas

David Way, O.D.
Spring Klein Vision Center, Spring, Texas

Garrett Whitmore, O.D.
Alma Optics, Alma, Michigan

Michael Wingard, O.D.
Valley Coastal Bend VA Medical Center, 
McAllen, Texas
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Academic Heraldry

The academic costume in America consists of three components: a cap, gown, and hood. The cap is the beret or mortarboard type 
with a tassel color (black or gold) which represents the graduate level of education - the professional doctorate.

The doctor’s gown is an elaborate costume marked with velvet panels down the front and around the neck as well as three bars on 
the bell-shaped sleeves. The hood design is unique to the profession of optometry. The velvet trim of the hood is seafoam green, 
the color which represents the academic discipline of optometry. The length of the hood depicts the doctoral level of education, 
while the field of the hood is specific for the University of Houston - red with a reverse white chevron.

The hooding ceremony and the formal conferring of the degrees by the Dean or the President represent the final acts of academic 
endorsement by the faculty of the College and the University.

University of Houston 
College of Optometry

Commencement Ceremony
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Message from the Dean

Dear Graduates,

On behalf of the University of Houston College of Pharmacy family, 
I extend a sincere congratulations and best of luck to the College’s 
Class of 2021. You have been exceptional representatives of the 
College and University. I have no doubt that you will continue to 
serve as worthy ambassadors for the college by building upon our 
reputation for excellence.

I believe that graduates of the College of Pharmacy are unique in that, regardless of 
your chosen area of practice, all of you have the opportunity to enrich the lives of those 
around you. As you embark upon and progress through your careers, I urge you to always 
remember why you chose your respective field and the sacrifices that you endured in 
order to make it happen: to serve our communities and improve the quality of life and 
health of its members with compassion, honesty and integrity.

I would also like to give special thanks to the parents, spouses, children and friends of 
our graduates for their patience, understanding, sacrifices and support – both moral 
and financial - during these challenging, but rewarding, years at the college. Although 
your guidance, comfort and encouragement certainly will continue to be sought and 
appreciated in the years to come, you can rejoice in the gradual return to “normalcy” with 
no more long nights of studying, get-togethers unattended and trips untaken. Yet, even 
more so, you can relish the shared feeling of pride in what your graduate has accomplished 
and the abundant opportunities ahead.

In the coming years, I would ask that you not forget your College, former professors, 
and fellow and future Cougars. I encourage you to not only give back to the College by 
supporting College activities, programs and scholarships, but also by keeping us updated 
on the many achievements you will experience in your careers and personal lives. We will 
always take great pride in your achievements.

Congratulations again to the graduates of our professional and graduate programs. The 
entire UH College of Pharmacy Family is very proud of you.

Take care,

F. Lamar Pritchard, Ph.D. 
Dean
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Thursday, May 13, 2021, 9 a.m. 
Cullen Performance Hall

 PLATFORM PARTY PROCESSIONAL Moores School of Music

 NATIONAL ANTHEM  Sarah Marie Neal 
  Master of Music Candidate

 COMMENCEMENT MARSHALS Elizabeth Coyle 
  Associate Dean for Academic Affairs

  Louis Williams  
  Associate Professor

 GOLDEN COUGARS CLASS OF 1971

 PLATFORM PARTY

 WELCOME  F. Lamar Pritchard 
  Dean

 STUDENT RESPONSE David Cooper 
  Pharm.D. Candidate

 PRESENTATION OF PH.D. CANDIDATES Dean Pritchard

 CONFERRING OF PH.D. DEGREES Dean Pritchard

 PRESENTATION OF M.S. CANDIDATES Dean Pritchard

 CONFERRING OF M.S. DEGREES Dean Pritchard

 RECOGNITION OF HONORS Paige Pitman 
  Executive Associate Dean

 PRESENTATION OF PHARM.D. CANDIDATES Dean Pritchard

 CONFERRING OF PHARM.D. CANDIDATES Dean Pritchard

 RECOGNITION OF GOLDEN COUGARS Dean Pritchard 
 CLASS OF 1971

 OATH OF A PHARMACIST Executive Associate Dean Pitman

 ALMA MATER Moores School of Music Concert Chorale

 RECESSIONAL 
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Fall 2020 – Candidates for graduation

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Pharmaceutical 
Health Outcomes and 
Policy
Shweta Shashikant Bapat

Predicting Provider Intention to 
Prescribe Buprenorphine Using the 
Theory of Planned Behavior: A Mixed 
Methods Design
Advisor: Dr. Douglas Thornton

Soumya Gourang Chikermane
Association Between Metformin Use 
And Hormone Receptor-Positive HER2 
Negative Breast Cancer
Advisor: Dr. Michael Johnson

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Pharmaceutics
Lorita I. Agu

Pharmacokinetic/Pharmacodynamic/
Pharmacogenetic Investigation of 
Vincristine and its M1 Metabolite in 
Kenyan Pediatric Cancer Patients
Advisor: Dr. Diana S-L. Chow

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Pharmacology
Camila Yoko Schuenck Kochi

The Effects of Simulated Vehicle Exhaust 
Exposure on Behavior and Blood 
Pressure in Male and Female Rats
Advisor: Dr. Samina Salim

Tasha R. Womack
The Effects of a Natural Anti-
inflammatory Agent on Alzheimer’s 
Disease Pathologies
Advisor: Dr. Jason Eriksen

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Pharmacology, 
Medicinal Chemistry 
Concentration
Youngki You

Structural Determinants of the Ligand 
Binding Activity of Munc13-1 C1 
Domain
Advisor: Dr. Joydip Das

Spring 2021 – Candidates for graduation

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Pharmaceutical 
Health Outcomes 
and Policy
Tyler J. Varisco 4

Disruptions in Pharmacotherapy for 
Opioid Use Disorder Associated with 
Changes in Pharmacy
Advisor: Dr. Douglas Thornton

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Pharmaceutics
Victor Ruberio Lincha

Formulation Development, 
Pharmacokinetic and Pharmacodynamic 
Assessments of a Combination Regimen 
of Paclitaxel and Calcipotriol in a 
KrasG12D Model of Pancreatic Ductal 
Adenocarcinoma
Advisor: Dr. Diana S-L. Chow

Liye Wang
Vitamin D Suppresses Cancer Growth 
and Invasion by Targeting Long Non-
Coding RNA CCAT2
Advisor: Dr. Bin Guo

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Pharmacology
Razia Sultana Mohammad 

Role of Transcription Factor Nrf2 in the 
Regulation of Kidney Function During 
Aging
Advisors:  Dr. Mustafa F. Lokhandwala 

and Dr. Anees Banday

Master of Science in 
Pharmacy Leadership 
and Administration
Justin Babino

Evaluation of Opioid Prescribing 
in Coronary Artery Bypass Patients 
Following Opioid Stewardship 
Interventions
Advisor: Dr. Matthew Wanat

Tatiana Bujnoch
Analyzing Patient Characteristics 
Associated with Hepatitis C Follow-up 
Care After Implementation of a Pharmacy 
Technician-Driven Service
Advisor: Dr. Shane Tolleson

Stephanie Mercedes Leos Crowley 4
Evaluation of the Impact of Revisiting Just 
Culture within a Pharmacy Department 
in an Academic Medical Center
Advisor: Dr. David Wallace

Rohan Dwivedi 4
Development of a Standardized Review 
Process for Drug Inventory Optimization
Advisor: Dr. Divya Varkey

Anthony Joseph Giazzon 4
Assessing the Clinical and Administrative 
Ramifications of Pharmacist Driven 
AUC/MIC Dosing of Vancomycin in a VA 
Inpatient Care Setting
Advisor: Dr. Kevin Garey

Lauren Greer Goldberg 4
Establishing a Pharmacy Productivity 
Model for Investigational Outpatient 
Infusions
Advisor: Dr. Julianna Fernandez

Sara Mirjamali 4
Assessing the Impact of a Bedside and 
Home Medication Delivery Pilot Program 
on Patient Outcomes and Satisfaction in a 
Community Hospital
Advisor: Dr. Kevin Garey

1 Summa Cum Laude Honors - 2 Magna Cum Laude Honors - 3 Cum Laude Honors 
4 Rho Chi Academic Honor Society – 5 Phi Lambda Sigma Leadership Society – 6 College Banner Bearer

University of Houston
College of Pharmacy

Commencement Ceremony
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Gabrielle Wu 4
Cost Effectiveness Analysis of Remdesivir 
in COVID-19 Patients at a Large 
Academic Medical Center
Advisor: Dr. Kevin Garey

Doctor of Pharmacy
Christina Abraham
Hafeez Ayomide Adewusi
Sakshi Agarwal
Randa Hassan Al Saadi 3
Nancy Iveth Aldape Garcia 3, 5

Zaman M. Ali
Tilak N. Amin
Miguel Arias
Annette Augustine 3
Mariellee L. Aurelio
Ahmed A. Banawan 1, 4
Merisha A. Biju
Adrian J. Bisnar
Daniel Blasingame
Abbey M. Bonyata 1, 4
Brianne Lynn Braaten 2
Vy Thuy Nguyen Bui
Jorge Campuzano 2
Rana Chaaban 1, 4
Alyssa Leigh Chaplain 1, 4
Tuan Duc Chau
Dustin Cheung
David Seth Cooper 1, 4
 Emily Simone Cooper 2, 4, 5

Kenneth Cravatt
Dieu Huy Dao
Jennifer Krystine Dela Pena 5
Susan Victoria Dembny 3
Kimberly Pham Do
Thao T. Do 3
Vi Dong 5
Lauren Ashley Eichinger 3
Zeina Abed Elissa
Gabriella P. Ertl 3
Thyrza Tanya Cabahug Falcon
Sidney Diane Garrison 1, 4
Amanda Taylor Gee 2, 4, 5

Grant A. Guidry
Farnaz Harraji
Robert Henry 3
Wuenseslao Hernandez 2, 4

Christine My-Huyen Ho
Hieu Tuan Hoang
Irene Huang 1, 4, 5

Don Quang Huynh 5
Ho Kil Hwang 3
Kasaandra Nicholle Ibanez 1, 4
Taylor Nichole Jaramillo 1, 4, 6

Shawn J. Joseph
Julina Joseph
James Wesley Juat
Asma M. Kassim 3
Alyza N. King
Priyanka A. Kochuparambil
Courtney Corinne Laird 3
Tien Amy Le
Jason K. Le 5
Lucia Lee 3
Jennifer B. Lim
Kelvin Lu 3, 4, 5

Alan Gia-Thanh Luu 2, 5

Andrew Luu
Neethu Mary Mathew 2
Jelice Michelle McBean
Robert McCullough 2
Jacob K. McPherson
Carlton A. Menchaca 1, 4
John Ranier R. Miclat
Ali Moballegh
Kherto Hassan Mohamed 2, 4

Nooria Mojahedi
Stephen Francis Neal 2, 4

Emily C. Neale
Kimberly Noyelum Nebo 2, 4, 5

Kellie Ngo
Anh Quynh Nguyen 3
Audrey Nguyen 1, 4
Baolong Nguyen
Chau Thi Kim Nguyen
Eileell Alin Nguyen

Hung Duc Nguyen
Jennifer Nguyen 5
Kelly Quynh Nguyen
Ngan Thien Nguyen 2, 4

Quyen T. Nguyen
Tien Nhu Nguyen
Sobia Noormohammed 3
Andre I. Obimah
Kelvin Dube Obimah
Samson Okechukwu Ogori 1, 4
Kathryn Victoria Oliveira 1, 4, 6

Carine Opsomer 1, 4
Jinyoung Park 1, 4
Harshil Mahesh Patel
Minali Nileshbhai Patel
Katreen O. Peria
Taylor W. Peveto
Autumn Theresa Prestenback 3
Jenny Ngoc Quach 5
Kaycie R. Rathburn
Andrew Nicholas Reamer 2
Clarissa Reyes
Walter Antonio Rivas
Diana Johanna Rodriguez 1, 4
Raquel Rodriguez
Collin Michael Ross
John Bernard Samson
Nikoo Sarvghad Moghaddam
Jared C. Sheneman
Harleen Kaur Singh
Hanna Smith 2, 4

Scott S. Smith
Rhea Scott Soltau 5
Sylvia Stefanos 1, 4
Abin V. Thomas
Elizabeth T. Tirawan 3
Lina To 5
Anthony Tran 3, 4

Katelynn Q. Tran 2
Dan Xuan-Minh Tran
Luan Gia Truong
Wesley Tso
Kristen Nicole Underbrink 1, 4

University of Houston
College of Pharmacy

Commencement Ceremony

1 Summa Cum Laude Honors - 2 Magna Cum Laude Honors - 3 Cum Laude Honors 
4 Rho Chi Academic Honor Society – 5 Phi Lambda Sigma Leadership Society – 6 College Banner Bearer
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Evelin Roxana Vaquiz
Ashheley Jacob Viyouh 3
Sana F. Vohra 3
Ban Linh Vu 3
Brandon Charles Whitehead

Pharmacy Certificate 
in Hispanic Healthcare
Nancy Aldape Garcia
Jorge Campuzano

David Seth Cooper
Wuenseslao Hernandez
Diana Johanna Rodriguez

University of Houston
College of Pharmacy

Commencement Ceremony
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Message from the Dean

Dear Social Work Graduates:

Congratulations on your graduation today from the faculty and staff at 
the Graduate College of Social Work.

This celebration marks the end of your time of hard work and the 
beginning of a career in one of the most honorable professions in the 
world. We would be remiss if we failed to acknowledge not only your 

accomplishments, but also the support of your family, significant others, and classmates who 
have helped along the way. And of course, I hope the encouragement and counsel of our 
incredible faculty and staff have also contributed to your success.

Your motivation and perseverance to complete this degree have prepared you to be of service 
to those who are in need. I hope that you also will use your knowledge and skills to address 
the social, racial, economic, and political injustices that exist in our society and around the 
world. Now more than ever, social workers are needed to confront these injustices and to 
create a society where justice is no longer an aspiration, but a reality.

I, along with the faculty and staff of the Graduate College of Social Work, wish you every 
success in the coming years and we look forward to your continued involvement with our 
College and with our Graduate College of Social Work Alumni Association. We honor you 
today on your achievement and hope that your future is enriched through a successful and 
significant social work career.

Sincerely,

 

Alan J. Dettlaff, Ph.D., M.S.W. 
Dean  
Maconda Brown O’Connor Endowed Dean’s Chair
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University of Houston 
Graduate College of Social Work

Commencement Ceremony
Wednesday, May 19, 2021, 10 a.m. 
TDECU Stadium

 PLATFORM PARTY PROCESSIONAL Moores School of Music

 WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION Alan Dettlaff 
  Dean  
  Maconda Brown O’ Connor Endowed Dean’s Chair

 GREETINGS FROM THE UH SYSTEM The Honorable Alvaro De la Cruz, Jr. 
 BOARD OF REGENTS Member

 PRESENTATION OF PH.D. CANDIDATES Sarah Narendorf 
  Associate Dean for Research and Faculty Development

 PRESENTATION OF M.S.W. CANDIDATES Suzanne Pritzker 
  Associate Dean for Academic Affairs

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES Dean Dettlaff

 CLOSING REMARKS Dean Dettlaff

 RECESSIONAL 



Spring 2021 Commencement 147

Fall 2020 – Graduates

Master of Social Work
Mary Jaclyn Anna
Alejandra Aviles
Revital Barth
Rebecca H. Chaney

Stephanie A. Coates 
Renzy Louis Davis
Sharon Jacob
Emily Moon
Anthony J. Morales

Ashley Nolan
Jessica Prunet-Garland
Precious Lydia Raphael

Spring 2021 – Candidates for graduation

Doctor of Philosophy
Flor D. Avellaneda Rodriguez 

Migration, Health, and Intimate Partner 
Violence in the US and Mexico: A 
Binational Study. 
Chair: Dr. Luis R. Torres

Gerald E. Eckert
Vulnerabilities by Typology and Housing 
Outcome: Assessment of Coordinated 
Entry Items Among Young Adults 
Experiencing Homelessness in Houston, 
Texas 
Chair: Dr. Suzanne Pritzker

Sujeeta Elizabeth Menon 
The Needs and Experiences of Justice-
Involved Young Women 
Chair: Dr. Susan Robbins

Kenya Minott 
Developing a Measure of Racial Equity: 
The ‘Aware Beliefs’ Scale for Schools 
Chair: Dr. Suzanne Pritzker

Anthony Minter
Intergroup Threat and Minority Student 
Suspension Risk: The Relation of School 
District Outcomes with Community 
Factors
Chair: Dr. Susan Robbins 

Richard Wilfried Wagner 
Breast Cancer Treatment-Completion: 
Can an Integrative Medicine Center Play 
a Role?
Chair: Dr. Sarah Narendorf

Master of Social Work
Oluwadamilola Abiodun Aderinola
Marina Arnaud Rathjens
Mauria Faye Atzil
Mariam Ba
Hope Watson Baker
Sarah Brown Russ
Shelly Burr
Kayla R. Callahan 
Christian A. Capo
Gabriella Chavarria
Jeffrey Douglas Coira
Brandi Rae Coleman
Jasmine Renée Crockett
Joshua Davis
Tayler Duden
Hope Chioma Eneanya
Audrey Erwin
Xenia Melina Estrada
Jamie Fletcher
Lisa Marie Franks
Erin Freeman
Selena Garcia Palacios
Brianne Gigout
Misty Gomez
Logan Green
Chaunteion Hall
Hannah Hall
Terez Rae Hanhan
Clinton Hedges
Yvette Hernandez
Kayla K. Hines
Hannah Holtzman-Unruh
Arianna Hooker

Caroline Horn
Kristin Hsieh
Jocelyne Huitron
Susie Mae Ifah
Courtney Renee James
Jessica Rachel Juengst
Nana O. Kwayie-Kyem
Farouq Rafeeq Lakhani
Lik Jay ( Jack) Lam
Lizzy LeClaire
Cecelia Camille LeDoux
Yueh-O Lee
Stephani Leota
Emily Lichtenwalter
Paige Lockhart
Helena Maria Lorenz
Katherine Seinsheimer Lykes 
Sara Manning Stuart 
Jennifer C. Markey
Nancy Martinez Cuevas 
Sydney Cordova May
Khyesha Nakhyra McCall
Katherine Honor McKay
Ebony Simone McKeever
Huda Mitha
Andrew Mefferd
Ramsha R. Momin
Heli J. Nashef
Oluwafeyidara Ebunoluwa Olutimehin
Chelsea Pederson
Reyes Peregrino, Jr.
Daisy Martinez Perez
Liza Michelle Pierce
Ta’Ja Pittman
Kameryn Poullard Sampson

University of Houston 
Graduate College of Social Work

Commencement Ceremony
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Katherine E. Powers
Sean Pugh
Presley Michelle Quesada
Nandi A. Randle
Kelley Reece
Dora Reyes
Laricea Shante Watson
Leslie Rodriguez
Jessica Rogers
Jaileen Sanchez Romo
Maria L. Sanchez
Audriana Christine Sarmiento
Jessica J. Sauceda

Chasity Leigh Sellers
Roma Singh
Lauren Ashley Smalley
Andria Soderquist
Kelly Sosa
Alyssa Suarez
Nina Tahija
Areli S. Tamayo
Krystal Tavarez
Ember Rain Taylor
Sibylle Thaler
Mic’eal A. Thomas
Debanhi Renae Tijerina

Brooke Tolle
Jennifer Yvonne Torres
Kayler Grace Walker
Jamaya Michelle Lee Walker
Elizabeth Anne Weaver
Sebastian Weaver
Veronica Munoz Weizenecker
Gabriela Westbrook
Lydia Williams 
Sharon Wright
Yuqian ( Joe) Zhao

Summer 2021 – Candidates for graduation

Master of Social Work
Stephanie Nicole Aguilar 
Taylor Grace Allen
Taylor Allen
Ana Amare
Tsion Amaré
Danielle Arrington
Anila Ashraf
Allen Astin
Oludara Dikarano Awosika
Ayako Bailey
Joann T. Baly
Norah Basyouni
Dominique Deshawn Beal
Marcus Deon Bell
Amanda Bermudez
Valentina Bibko
Lindsey Bjork
Anthony Brown
Zeanna Buchanan
Nia Buckley
Valerie Annette Butler
Tiffany Milena Canales
Latoi Carr
Noelia Castaneda
Deanna Rae Castillo
Paola Enid Castro Vargas
Katisha Chaney
Dakota Crawford

Brittney R. Crawford
Cassie Dalton Croft
Devan Daniel
Kori Wallace Donlon
Ayanna Yarixa Edwards
Paula Gabriela Enriquez
Onyekachi Obiomachukwu Ezenwa
Marquita Renae Feagin 
Amanda Jean Fisher
Christie L. Fleming
Loretta Gabrielle Fleming
Durinda Ford
Thanairy Garcia
Adriana Garcia
Hope Gerdon
Ebony Ginwright-Johnson
Elisabetta Giomo-James
Christina Rene Glenn
Kirby Green
Logan Green
Jamekia Greene
Amy Grinstein
Anai Yolotzin Gutierrez
Leslie Ann Hagemeier
Javina D. Harris
Stefanie Scott Hayes
Timothy Bernard Haynes, Jr.
Stephanie Michell Helton
Guadalupe Raquel Hernandez
Odalys Del Carmen Herrera

Tiffany Lee Hickman
Christina Hidalgo
Maddox Hilgers
Ana Leonor Hopeck
Cathy Horry
Ivory Root
Anthony Bernard Jackson
Abbi Jones
Ebonee Jones
Alice Paul King
April Cortez Lefler
Alexandra Lopez
Hania Luna
Josue Issac Luna
Shantel Renee Lundy
David Aaron Martinez
Brandi Mathews
Byroneisha Mathews
Michelle McKeel
Sharon Wootton McNair
Yanira Medrano
Victoria Mendez Turcios
Chezamethyst Obi
Amy Obot
Melissa Oehlke
Marisol Jazmin Orozco
Stefanny Ovalle Diaz
Jordan Maria Pacelli Everett
Chirag Patel
Angelica Peña
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Jessan Perreras
Laurie Pettis
Debbie Pham Huynh
Lakeitha Yvonne Phillips
Keri Powell
Dahlia Reyes
Alyssa Rodriguez
Ruth Roman
Monica Roque
Sabrina Saldivar
Harmeet Kaur Sheemar
Konterria Sibley

Shari Marie Slessinger
Timothy Smith
Carol Ann Smith
Danielle Spangler
Hayden Tailor Spurgeon
Jodi St. John
Trent Alexander Swofford
Sharon Tallent 
Devin M. Thibodeaux
Melissa Trejo
Lauren C. Turner
Esmeralda Rubi Vega

Anne Vickers
Keverlyn Walker
Bailey Erin Warner
Ebony Angilique Daniels
Eva Wells
Michelle Wezeman
Barry Whetstone
Alexandria Williams-Reich
Jamie Wilson
Judy Young 
Jessica Zachary
Laura Zelaya
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Scholarships for 2021
Agency for Gerontology Intercultural 

Field Training Fellowship (AGIFT)
Oluwadamilola Abiodun Aderinola

Hope Watson Baker
Loretta Gabrielle Fleming
Elisabetta Giomo-James

Ann Parham Scholarship
Chaunteion Hall

Barbara & Ernest Henley Endowment 
for Family Health Scholarship

Cecilia Camille LeDoux

Brenda K. Nesbitt Scholarship
Hope Chioma Eneanya

Abbi Jones

Dr. Barbara (Bobbi) & Mr. J. Victor Samuels 
Dean’s Advisory Council Scholarship

Oludara Dikarano Awosika
Mariam Ba

Jasmine Renee Crockett
Audrey Erwin
Erin Freeman
Hope Gerdon
Presley Guinn

Anthony Bernard Jackson
Yueh O. Lee

Khyesha Nakhyra McCall
Selena Garcia Palacios
Audriana Sarmiento

Jessica Sauceda
Andria Soderquist

Nina Tahija
Krystal Tavarez

Jamaya Michelle Lee Walker
Lydia Williams 

C.F. Reibenstein Endowment for Social Work Education
Ayako Bailey

Kori Wallace (Donlon)
Lizzy Leclaire

Veronica Munoz Weizenecker

Catherine Tuong So Lam Memorial Scholarship
Lik Jay ( Jack) Lam

Child Welfare Education Project Stipend (CWEP)
Tiffany Ferrell

Christie L. Fleming
Ebony Y. Ginwright-Johnson

Jamekia Greene
Leslie Hagemeier

Ebonee Jones
Shantel Renee Lundy

Brandi La’Joy Mathews
Sharon McNair

Amy Obot
Esmerelda Rubi Vega

Sabrina Saldivar
Lindsey Bjork Simmons

Sharon Tallent
Keverlyn Walker

Dean’s Advisory Council Scholarship
Mariam Ba

Ayako Bailey
Nia Buckley
Joshua Davis

Hope Chioma Eneanya 
Loretta Gabrielle Fleming
Elisabetta Giomo-James

Chaunteion Hall
Javina D. Harris
Arianna Hooker

Yueh O. Lee
Stephani Leota

Khyesha Nakhyra McCall
Selena Garcia Palacios

Kameryn Poullard Sampson
Lina Quintana

Andria Soderquist
Areli S. Tamayo

Laricea Shante Watson
Veronica Munoz Weizenecker

Yuqian ( Joe) Zhao

University of Houston 
Graduate College of Social Work

Commencement Ceremony
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Executive & Professional Association 
of Houston Scholarship

Lik Jay ( Jack) Lam

George Foundation Scholarshp
Paula Gabriela Enriquez

Ramsha R. Momin
Alyssa Marie Rodriquez
Harmeet Kaur Sheemar

Roma Singh
Jennifer Yvonne Torres

Veronica Munoz Weizenecker
Sharon Wright
Laura Zelaya

GLOBE: Team Training for Behavioral 
Health Workforce Stipend

Marina Arnaud Rathjens
Mariam Ba

Katisha Chaney
Susie May Ifah
Lizzy Leclaire

Andrew Mefferd
Debanhi Renae Tijerina

Jamaya Michelle Lee Walker

Gulen Scholarship
Flor D. Avellaneda Rodriguez

Sujeeta Menon

Hamill Foundation Houston Scholarship
Hope Chioma Eneanya 

Elizabeth Leclaire
Sujeeta Menon

Chirag Patel
Areli S. Tamayo

Gabriela Westbrook
Barry Whetstone
Yuqian ( Joe) Zhao

Hogg Foundation Scholarship
Lizzy Leclaire

Yuqian ( Joe) Zhao

Ira C. Colby Scholarship
Zeanna Buchanan
Lik Jay ( Jack) Lam

Isla Carroll Turner Fellowship in Gerontological Social 
Work (In Memory of Bert F. Winston, Jr.) Scholarship

Sean Pugh

Cullen Fellowship Travel Grant
Sujeeta Menon

Dissertation Accelerator Cullen Scholarship
Sujeeta Menon

Josephine Stewart Scholarship
Kameryn Poullard Sampson

Linda K. May Scholarship
Norah Basyouni

Phi Alpha Scholarship
Christian A. Capo

Loretta Gabrielle Fleming
Ebony Simone McKeever

R.J. Debottis Scholarship
Sydney Cordova May

Timothy Smith, Jr.

Ruthmary Anderson Durham Goldman Scholarship
Norah Basyouni

Sandra A. Lopez Scholarship For 
Excellence In Clinical Practice

Tayler Duden
Terez Rae Hanhan

Shine HRSA SDS Scholarship
Paola Castro

Gabriella Chavarria
Brandi Rae Coleman

Brianne Gigout
Maria Munoz
Jessan Perreras

Jaileen Sanchez Romo
Audriana Sarmiento

Stella L. Erhardt Scholarship
Javina D. Harris

University of Houston 
Graduate College of Social Work

Commencement Ceremony
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UH Alumni Association Scholarship
Marquita Renae Feagin

Stefanie Scott Hayes
Reyes Peregrino, Jr.
Katherine E. Powers

Shari Marie Slessinger

Marquita Renae Feagin
Stefanie Scott Hayes
Reyes Peregrino, Jr.
Katherine E. Powers

Shari Marie Slessinger

Presidential Fellowship
Sujeeta Menon 

Flor Avellaneda Rodriguez

Vicki Tidwell Palmer Fellowship
Audrey Erwin

Elisabetta Giomo-James
Hayden Tailor Spurgeon

Jamaya Michelle Lee Walker

Wayne B. Duddlesten, Sr. Foundation Scholarship
Nina Tahija

Barbara Winston White Scholarship
Gabriella Chavarria
Brandi Rae Coleman

Chaunteion Hall
Javina D. Harris

Cecelia Camille LeDoux
Selena Garcia Palacios

Sean Pugh

University of Houston 
Graduate College of Social Work

Commencement Ceremony
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Message from the Dean

Dear Graduates,

Many congratulations to you on your graduation from the University 
of Houston College of Technology. This is an outstanding achievement 
and one which you, and your families, will be justifiably proud.

But make no mistake, this is just the start of a lifelong process of 
learning as you continue to develop in your chosen careers – careers 

which will have a direct impact on the nation’s economy and the standard of living of people 
worldwide. What we – YOU – will be doing will have an impact that goes beyond those 
around you … and it will continue to excite and interest you throughout your career.

The faculty and staff in the College of Technology are proud of who you are and enjoyed 
the time you spent with us. We hope that you will stay in touch with us personally and 
also through the Alumni Association—we need your feedback as our alums about new 
opportunities and how we may better serve you as you advance in your careers.

Above all, we hope that you will look back with pride at your time here in the College of 
Technology and say “That’s MY College.”

Congratulations – may your achievements in life be many and fulfilling.

Anthony P. Ambler, Ph.D. 
Dean
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University of Houston
College of Technology

Commencement Ceremony 
Friday, May 14, 2021, 10 a.m. 
TDECU Stadium

 PLATFORM PARTY PROCESSIONAL Moores School of Music

  Honorary Grand Marshal

 NATIONAL ANTHEM  Sarah Marie Neal 
  Master of Music Candidate

 CALL TO ORDER Driss Benhaddou 
  Professor, College of Technology 
  Honorary Grand Marshal 

 WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION OF PLATFORM PARTY Anthony P. Ambler 
  Dean and Professor 
  College of Technology

 GREETINGS Renu Khator 
  President

 RECOGNITION OF ACADEMIC AND  Heidar Malki 
 SPECIAL HONORS Associate Dean of Academic Affairs 
  College of Technology

 PRESENTATION OF DEGREE CANDIDATES George Zouridakis 
  Associate Dean of Research and Graduate Studies 
  College of Technology

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES President Khator

 CLOSING REMARKS Dennis Reynolds 
  Dean, Professor, and Barron Hilton Distinguished Chair 
  Conrad N. Hilton College of Hotel  
  and Restaurant Management

 ALMA MATER Moores School of Music Concert Chorale

 RECESSIONAL 
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Spring 2021 – Candidates for graduation

Master of Science

Construction Management 
Department

Construction Management
Brendon Jonathan Wycliffe Bailey 
Russell Bailey 
Brendan Brew 
Keegan Gregory Droxler 
Candice Duncan 
William Gordon Harris 
Jared Hellums 
Christopher Michael Howard 
Harshil Rakeshkumar Joshi 
Jerry Keaton Maddox 
Antonio Roberto Ruiz 
Nancy Serag-Eldin 
Oluwatobiloba Samuel Sowunmi 
Marshal Tomy 
Kalvin Jamal Williams

Supply Chain and Logistics Technology
Christen M. Abington 
Leticia De Castro Leandro 
Charles Anthony Martin 
Piya Xxx
Adrian M. Salazar 
Anthony Sao Sem

Technology Project Management
Iretemi Mowaninuola Adelaja 
Lakshmi Prasanna Anumolu 
Jose Luis Castro 
Ibrahima Diakite 

Murtaza Shabbir Eski 
Stephen Colby Franks 
Leroy Nnamdi Godfrey 
Faith Ehimare Obanua 
Uchenna Arinzechukwu Michael Offor 
Hassan Saleh 
Nhu Quynh Tran 
Gregory Warren Woolman

Engineering Technology Department

Engineering Technology
Jayant Iranna Bhandari 
Marcello Caporicci 
Alessandro De La Garza 
Jerry Z. Gebremichael 
Kwelu Okafor 
Diana Rodriguez Diaz 
Ratnamani Venisetty 
Meenakshi Visweswaran

Human Development and 
Consumer Sciences Department

Foresight
Lillian Elizabeth Baldwin 
Keri Christensen 
Brent Douglas Hughes 
Eric Kingsbury 
Deborah Bartlett MacArthur 
Miranda Mantey 
Thomas Alan Rau 
Denise Wilcut Worrell

Global Retailing
Amari C. Cameron 

Layne Looney 
Hannah Lucia Tello

Human Resource Development
Victoria Jade Defretin 
Selma Delic Vejzovic 
Maya Hajjar 
Ayana Nicole Hall-Johnson 
Autumn Frances Kirk 
Seemin Maredia 
Ruth Ramos

Information and Logistics 
Technology Department

Cybersecurity
Nour Abdoulaye Diallo 
Oluwagbenga Abiodun Abegunde 
Sri Harsha Bandaru 
Ross R. Burke 
Kevin Stephen Flowers 
Imran Garrouch 
Cory James Haney 
Shrividya Ranjani Kaliyur 

Narayanaprasad 
Elizabeth Ngalula Kasongo 
Venkata Hithesh Kodali 
Syed Afif Mahmood 
Mututwa Mututwa 
Austin Norfleet 
Hector Rolando Ocampo 
Asonye Onwudebe, Jr.
Vaughn Polka 
Sruthi Indhumathi Ramesh 
Rushil Reji 

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 College Banner Bearer
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Bindu Srija Thota 
Ashley N. Tillman 
Sneha S. Verma

Bachelor of Science 

Construction Management 
Department

Construction Management
Kevin Isvan Abdelnur-Ayala 
Cesar Juan Aguilar 
Nancy Araceli Alfaro 
Bilal F. Al-Natour 
Maria Alejandra Angellotti 3
Mohammad A. Batniji 
Kalil A. Bdewi 
Shaun Andrew Bellamy 
Josue Martin Betancourt 3
Travis D. Black 
Jaime Calderon 3
Fidel Cardozo 
Caleb R. Carrell 3
Roberto Andres Castano 
Daniel Martin Chairez Moreno 
Elyon Adrian Chavarria 
Joshua Nicholas Chavez 
Keley O. Chidolue 
Daniel A. Contreras 2
Johnny J. Contreras 
Juan D. Coronel 2
Benjamin A. Cortes 3
Paula Claritza Euceda 1
Luis Fernando Garcia 2
Ixcel Gomez 
Christian Anthony Gonzalez 
Emilia Sarahi Gonzalez 
Javier Gonzalez 
Ethan Mikhail Grace 
Jason Nicholas Ray Guzak 
Clayton Michael Hansen 
Mustafa A. Hashem 
David I. Hauser 
Francesco Hernandez 3
Juvenal M. Hernandez 
Zachary R. Hile 3

Mehran N. Khodadad 
Matthew Klaevemann 
Hudson Kleinpeter 
Matthew Dean Krekowski 
Chris Manuel Lagunes 
Jesus Alfredo Lopez 2
Omar Lopez 
Joel R. Lopez Garcia 3
Missael Eduardo Lopez Zamora 2
Lazaro Lozano 3
Genaro Martinez 
Matthew J. Mccollum 
Joseph Paul McGuinn 
Mathew Mesfun 3
Ramiro Javier Miranda 
Alejandro S. Monge 
Pablo Jahir Moran Mejia 
Andrew Julian Moreno 1
Dustin Heath Moser 2
Aksath K. Nisher 3
John Patrick Norris 
Luis Alfredo Ovalle 
Meliton Palacios 
Omar Paredes 
Chetan Vijaykumar Patel 
Edwin Pena 
Daniel B. Price 
Jonathan Ramos 
David Richard Rauch 
Raquel Rayane Reis Rocha Da Silva 
José Manuel Resendiz 1
Ronaldo Daniel Reyes 3
Dante I. Rodriguez 
Ranferi Sierra Cruz 
Jose L. Silverio 
Roberto Solano 
Miguel Suchil 3
Santos Umana 
Alejandra Vera 3
Matthew R. Whitley 
Stuart A. Wiseman 
Michael P. Yee 
Razan Jehad Yousef

Supply Chain and Logistics Technology
Mohammed B. Ahmad 
Nida Ahmed 
Zane Johnson Alexander 3
Sultan Nidal Al-Sao 3
Jennifer Arnold 
Albert S. Baaklini 2
Shelby Morgan Bachman 3
Arnab Austin Barua 
Miguel Angel Bazan 
Kevin A. Booker 
Cassidy Rae Bosman 1
Gabriella Analiese Botello 
Ricardo Alfonso Bravo 
Mikaela Dominique Brown 3
Jak Buckley 3
Simon Yaya Busari 
Arseniy Mikhaylovich Buylov 3
Shawn Christopher Calvin 
Conner Matthew Camet 
Jonathan Thomas Carbonaro 
Kimberley Mechelle Carcana 3
Stephen Matthew Cassman 2
Joel Omar Celaya 2
Jennifer Lisbeth Cruz 2
Sydney Dale 2
Sarah Kathleen Devous 3
Wilmar A. Diaz 
Arianna Crystal Diosdado 2
Madeline Larix Firmin 
Autumn Rae Garza 2
Mathew George 
Willi F. Gerami 3
Aakash Gireesh 2
Luis Jesus Gomez 2
Nyjee Lamont Graham 
Jeremy C. Hale 
Carl Christopher Hay 1
Meredith Hall Holstein 1
Steven Hong 1
Samuel Edward Isett 
Syed M. Jamal-Nusrat 3
Sami S. Khan 2
Sana Khan Lodhi 3
Daniel Kale Kibbe 

University of Houston
College of Technology

Commencement Ceremony 
Friday, May 14, 2021, 10 a.m. 
TDECU Stadium

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 College Banner Bearer
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Calvin Kim 2
Seokjun Kim 3
Eduardo Leal 
Erin Qianting Lin 3
Katherine Elizabeth Little 
Kyle Blake Lovelace 3
Mitchell Madry 
Wendy Mason 
Ryan Mathew 2
Jesus Medrano 3
Caleb M. Mengistu 
Sina Gaim Michael 1
David Monarrez 3
Michael Anthony Morrone 
David Ngo 2
Huy Dang Nguyen 1
Tan Quoc Nguyen 
Hunain Nihal 1
Terry Lee Odenbaugh 2
Anjeolaoluwa Aderonke Oshobu 3
Abdullah N. Osman 2
Niraj Patel 
Kara Nicole Permenter 
Hayden Pham 
Rodney Pollard 
Nelson Reyes 3
Ryan Richardson 2
Edenilson Enrique Romero 
Alyssa Marie Salazar 3
Eric Salazar 
Jasleen K. Sidhu 1 
Christopher E. Sirrieh 
Victoria Smith 
Austin Reid Snyder 3 
Ulrica Souverain 3
Akintoye Oyebanji Soyinka 
Devon Bradley Springer 3
Jackson Connor Stevens 3
Kyle Ray Survance, Jr.
Alexus Ciara Tann 
Joseph John Taschler IV2

Isabel K. Theut 1
Collin Andrew Thomson 
Maximilian S. Tumanov 2
Hanwen Wu 1

Hannah L. Yaw 2
Connie Chaoying Ye 2
Samuel Zaletel 
Chris Zhu 2
Ceasar Steve Zuniga

Engineering Technology Department

Biotechnology
Fatimah Kamorudeen Abidogun 
David Adeyemi 
Melika Ahmadi 
Mohammed Zubair Ahmed 
Akinwale Richard Akintokunbo 
Hafsa Amir 
Anahi Vianey Arellano Esparza 
Chet A. Ball IV
Shelby Elizabeth Bannert 
Heraldy Borjas 
Hermengarda De Cassia 

Chivinda Catoquessa 
Amber N. Chaudhry 
John Oliver Chromcak 
Christian Alejandro Cueto 
Calvin Do 
Leonardo Flores 3
Manuel Flores 
Michael Flores 1
Teresa Delmina Simba Gomes 
Marissa Hughes 
Veronica Mae Le 
Sakina Mandviwala 1
Zane Ike Medua 2
Cierra C. Mitchell 
Drashti Sanjay Mojidra 
Catherine Bui Nguyen 2
Duy Anh Nguyen 
Tuyet T. Nguyen 
Shelsea Leonor Portillo 
Chelsea Jordan Post 
Imani Zhane Quarzaza 
Nikola M. Radojevic 
Michael D. Ramirez 
Alyza Riaz 
Andrea G. Sanchez 
Atish Nipul Sanghavi 

Chayanne A. Solorzano 3
John Anthony Sowell 2
Jordan Akondang Mbongo Tanyi 3
Kaci Iman Taylor 
Thang Tran 2
Maheen-Naaz Ukani 2
Jason Wang 3
Meng Chuan Zhuang 2

Computer Engineering Technology
Ahmed Abdalla Seedahmed Abdalla 
Jamail Younes Abelhad 
Jesse Alvarez 3
Sara Assaly 
Robert R. Bazile 
Ashley Samantha Cosio 
Jesus Cruz 2
Bryan Davila 
Alexa De La Garza 1 
Andrea Nicole De La Garza 2
Nhan Tran Thien Do 3 
Alexander S. Duvall 3 
Joe David Garcia 
Steven Garcia 
Alexander Albert-Collins Gaw 3
Gerardo Isaiah Gonzalez 3
De’Jah Breone Hopkins 
Tayaba Jamal 3
Alize Christina Jasper 
Dillon J. Lippold 
Tyler Mai 
Gavin Marquez 
Joel A. Martinez 
Sarah R. Matos 
Kristofer A. Menindez 3
Saifali Subanali Momin 
Williams Rigoberto Mora 3
Andrew Steven Moreno 3 
Nhon Tri Nguyen 
Fernando Andres Prado 
Masooma Rangwala 
Diego Roman 
Antonio Sotelo 3 
Allen Michael Torres 
Jonathan P. Valencia 

University of Houston
College of Technology

Commencement Ceremony 
Friday, May 14, 2021, 10 a.m. 

TDECU Stadium

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 College Banner Bearer
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Khanh Quoc Vu 3

Electrical Power Engineering Technology
Eric Daniel Cortes 2
Everardo Cuevas Ramirez 
Dustin Guy Doddroe 
Martin Dominguez 
Andrew Duong 
Mustafa K. Farrag 
Jennifer G. Foo 
Diego Ramirez 
Austin Z. Santoyo 
Carlos J. Serrano 3
Edwin La’Roi Smith 
Joseph I. Torres

Mechanical Engineering Technology
Nameer Abudayyeh 
Jesse L. Agueros 
Luis Alejandro Aguilar-Arellano 
Joseph Alexander Barron 
Ryan Joseph Beale 
Stephen Anthony Bell 
Christopher H. Bui 
Jonathan Sealtiel Camacho Villa 
Richard Gordon Cary 
Juan Carlos Castaneda 
Gerardo Castro, Jr.
Adrian Cedillo 
James Warren Clark 
Zachary Holt Clarke 
John C. Depaolo 
Kibili Diakite 
Matthew L. Diana 
Lance B. Duran 
Valeria Duran 
Trevor Gabel 
Israel Moreno Garza 
Gerardo Gomez 
Jaime Herrera Almanza 
Karam Isam Hmaidan 
Ryan Paul Lambreghts 
Giselle Emelissa Landa 
Luis Carlos Larrosa 
Phong Chi Mai 
Fide Alexis Martinez 

Adam C. Michalek 
Isaac S. Nava 
Vu Hoang Nguyen 
Ankur A. Patel 
Arth Nirleshkumar Patel 2
Kishan V. Patel 
Julian Brandon Perez 
Hamid Rizwan Qureshi 
Adrian A. Ramirez 
Hector Ramirez, Jr.
Mario Ramirez, Jr.
Victor Reyes 
Nasim Reza 
Michael Edwin Richardson 
Nathaniel Joseph Rogers 
Ricardo Romero 
Clint Abran Rounsavall 
Juan M. Rutiaga 
Erik Sanchez 3
Samon Savadkoohi 
Syed H. Shah 
Shazil Shoaib 
Dwayne Thomas Snider 
Aaron Douglas Spring 3
Zachary Louis Grant Timms 
Joseph Hoang Tran 
Xiang Zhou

Human Development and 
Consumer Sciences Department

Human Resource Development
Maberly Diana Acevedo 2 
Syed Babar Ahmed 
Joey Maxwell Aoun 
Paola Michelle Avila 
Jessica Christine Aviles 3
Rifa Barkatali Badarpura 
Yadira Batres 2 
John Christopher Bradshaw 2
Nathalia Janeth Carrizo Gonzalez 
Eileen Zora Dcruz 2
Montserrat Duron 2
Terrence Lynn Ely 2
Morgan Fodrie 
Olivia Gonzalez 3 

Haseeb S. Haider 3 
Vereesha Rafiq Hanif 
Manuel Hernandez 
Prisila Lizbeth Hernandez 
Andre’A A’Neicia Hunter 
Jackson E. Kamis 
Jasmine Ledesma 3 
Janice Michelle Lugo 
Taylor Britain Maly 1
Allison Renee Miller 3 
Rachel Amanda Muñoz 2
Meagan Kathleen Neal 
Joleigh N. Perez 1
Rian Michael Pierce 2 
Dana Pisapia 1
Elizabeth T. Razo 2
Ivonne Briseida Rivera 
Cameron Eli Robicheaux 2
Jennifer A. Saavedra 2
Juan Carlos Salinas 
Alva Y. Saravia 3 
Acille Skarya 2
Sara Spears 3
Jennifer Marie Sweet 
Rida Jamila Tayyeb 
Henry F. Tejada 3
Alexandria Vaassen 
Karla A. Villarreal 2
Courtney Nicole Young

Retailing and Consumer Science
Carter Andrew Bourgeois 3
Louise Callens 3
Norberto Cartagena, Jr. 3
Magdalena Del Rosario Castrejon 
Matthew Richard Cohen 
Sarah G. Darwin 3
Tiffany De Jesus 3
Jona Dumelod Dioquino 
Antonio J. Espinell 3
Gabriel Estrada 2
Ariana Gabas 3
Azhu H. Garcia 
Cathryn Mae Gilkes 
Hina Hasan 3

University of Houston
College of Technology

Commencement Ceremony 
Friday, May 14, 2021, 10 a.m. 
TDECU Stadium

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 College Banner Bearer
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Carter Joseph Henry 
Dominique Honora 3
Angelique Fatima Ismail 
Courtney M. Lee 
Sophia M. Lezama 
Kevin Liu 
Andrea Lopez 
Kimberly Lopez 3
Hussain Juzar Makra 
Joshua Razonie Napier 
Jacob M. Nava 
Emily A. Navarro 
Kenric Neville 
Ashok Panikkar 
Keyla Perez-Acevedo 
Sarah Regalado 
Dandrea Nicole Richmond 
Phylis Jordan Rodea 3 
Zaira Patricia Rodriguez 
Juan Rombado 
Andres Sanchez 2
Beatrice Isabelle Sanchez 
Nathaniel Elijah Smith 
Monica Latrice Terry 
Kalunyuta Thamprateep 
Melina Torrejon 
Jasmine Taylor Tran 
Daisy Velasquez 2
Ernesto A. Villatoro Canales 
Damon Wayne Wallace 3
Logan Daniel Wallace

Information and Logistics 
Technology Department

Computer Information Systems
Matthew R. Abbott 
Chaldun Jose Al-Der 3
Navish Karim Ali 
Farhan Arshad 
Andrew Bienvenue 
Jared Bridwell 2
Randy Lee Brown 
Louis Lam Tho Bui 3
Diego Carrillo 3
Melissa A. Castaneda 

Ed Hampton Chase 
Min Choi 
Mikel Wayan Collins 
Amanda K. Cooper 2
Nabil M. Dale 
Delfina Denari 
Polibio Antonio Dilone 
Hung Manh Do 1
Dan Q. Doan 
Tanvir Kaur Dulay 2
Amanda Esther Dunne 2
Damian Falcon 
Ayoub A. Fares 
Cyrille Chi Fru 
Luis Daniel Gonzalez 
David Hannah 
Luke Jared Harkleroad 
Amar Harris 3
Ashly Missuri Hernandez Arriaga 
Muddassir Syed Hussain 3
Syeda Atika Ishtiaq 
Saveera Siddiq Jan 
Amani Jean-Louis 
Jordan Chase Jones 
Sameer M. Karim 
Maarij Khan 1 
Afzal R. Khazi 3
Cameron Elliott Lanch 3
Dylan Kyle Ling 3
John Luong 3
Olivia Samara Pessoa Manuel 
Joshua Martin 
Jason Patrick McGuire 
Joseph Christian Mercado 3
Fatima Jazmin Moran 
Arsalan A. Mughal 2
Ajay B. Nair 2 
Aidahta Natama 
Brionna M. Neal 3
Brandon Huu Nguyen 1
Duyet Giathuc Nguyen 
Justin N. Nguyen 
Thinh Quoc Nguyen 3
Taravuth Nou 
Ezinne Stephanie Okwuonu 3

Dhruv S. Patel 
Vimarsh Pinal Patel 2
Eric Percoski 2
Robert Perez 1
Jesse Christian Perrin 
Paul Khanh Pham 
Ngoc Hung Anh Phan 
Chonghe Ping 
Rithika Pydikondala 
Zahra Talat Qureshi 
Imraan Syed Raziuddin 
Alyssa Erin Reyes 2
Rogelio Rios 
Joseline Amanda Rodriguez 
Christian A. Roeder 
Frank Rojas 2
Sabrina Rojas 
Jacob Angel Ruiz 1,4
Mohammed Rohail Sajjad 2
Benjamin Desi Salazar 
John Daryl Santillan 
Traugott Conrad Sauer 2
Derrick Shabu 2
Arsoon Shiwani 3
Christopher Anthony Smith 
Justin Sulak 3
Habiba Tariq 
Jovin Benny Thottumkal 3
Anthony Marquis Toledo 
Elias S. Torres 3
Dennis Q. Tu 3
Christopher P. Ung 2
Carlos R. Vargas 3
Charley Jason Velek 2
Alejandro Jose Ventura 
Amalia Maria Vina Carnero 2
Alexander M. Vu 1
Anthony M. Vu 
Huy Phuong Johnny Vu 
Dustin James Walters 2
Phillip Alexandre Wedgeworth 
Derek Welch, Jr.
Isa W. Willis 
Joshua Deanthony Woodson 
Irina Maksimovna Yaremchuk 3

University of Houston
College of Technology

Commencement Ceremony 
Friday, May 14, 2021, 10 a.m. 

TDECU Stadium

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 College Banner Bearer
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Jia-Le K. Zheng2

Digital Media
Angie Camila Acero Ramirez 2
Hugo Armenta 
Wendy Au 
Madelyne E. Beard 1
Hy Khuong Chiem 1
Carlos Alexander Duarte 
Ameen Elmouden 2
Justin David Failde 
Sage Feuerborn 
Jordan Elisa Fields 
Christopher Lawrence Fincher 3
Makenna Ford 
Rachel E. Frary 3
Gregory Alexander Grady 
Brandon R. Haskins 3
Ivory A. Hogan 
Juyi Huang 
Olivier Judge 
Fahim F. Khan 3
Kathyrine Trinh Le 3
Bryan Noe Mejia 
Kendrick T. Mendoza 2
Mwape Mulenga 

Orion T. Nguyen 
Ali Zulfiqar Noorani 
Isabela N. Ortiz 1
Ethan Xavier Pascual 3
Victoria Martha Ramirez 
Emmanuel Rodriguez 3
Jacqueline Rodriguez 
Ragen A. Runkle 2
Jeffrey Sun 
Mauricio Sustaita 
Elizabeth Tran 
Clarissa Monique Treviño 2
Sarai Vasquez 
Malika L. Williams 3
Kelis T. Woods 2

Organizational Leadership 
and Supervision
Christopher Adam Belvin 
Sean M. Bretz 
Mauricio Uriel Cardenas 
Melissa A. Castaneda 
Leo Dimaano 
Christina M Dominguez 1
Thomas Matthew Gillespie 
Meisha Gillian Kendall-Woseley 

Marcus H. Marshall 2
Ian W. Mcmillan 
Johnny Gregory Morales 3
Daniel Nemec 
Hy Nguyen 2
Matthew Adam Ramirez 
Tabatha Ramirez 
Taylor Miana Reeves 3
Isaura Villegas 2
Isaac Delmas West 
Jasmine Renee Wilkins 
Yolanda Y. Williams

Technology Leadership and 
Innovation Management
Sofia Irene Angeles 2
Ezralon Shanelle August 
Robert Joseph Ducharme 3
Jana N. Johnson 
Luis Moran 
Dacia Elizabeth Morris 1
Shayan Michael Parvizi 
Jonathan Erik Pascale 1
Edin J. Sam 
Amber Zarah Shah 2
Mudassir Ahmed Usmani2

Spring 2021 College of Technology Banner Bearers
College of Technology 
Banner Bearer
Jacob Angel Ruiz
Computer Information Systems

Construction Management 
Departmental Banner Bearer
José Manuel Resendiz
Construction Management

Engineering Technology 
Departmental Banner Bearers
Alexa De La Garza
Computer Engineering Technology 
Michael Flores
Biotechnology

Human Development 
& Consumer Sciences 
Departmental Banner Bearer
Gabriel Estrada
Retailing & Consumer Science

Information & Logistics Technology 
Departmental Banner Bearers
Maarij Khan
Computer Information Systems

Graduate Studies Departmental 
Banner Bearer
Ruth Ramos
Human Resource Development

University of Houston
College of Technology

Commencement Ceremony 
Friday, May 14, 2021, 10 a.m. 
TDECU Stadium

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 College Banner Bearer



Spring 2021 Commencement 163

U
N

IV
E
R

SITY OF HOU
S
T
O

N

f

ounded 1927



164 UNIVERSITY of HOUSTON

U
N

IV
E
R

SITY OF HOU
S
T
O

N

f

ounded 1927



Spring 2021 Commencement 165

Message from the Founding Dean

You should be proud. We’re proud of you and wish you great good luck.

These are weird times. COVID-19 has changed virtually every part of 
life — and made every part of life virtual. 

This is a moment that you’ve worked, and worked, and worked to get 
to, and it isn’t what you or any of us might have imagined. And that’s a 
shame. But, even in these different times, we are having this ceremony-

-different than what it would be otherwise--for a reason.

There’s a reason for you to put on a cap and gown that you’ll probably never wear again.

And why people who love you wanted to travel in or watch this milestone virtually. 

It’s because this is a big deal — very big. You’ve achieved something meaningful, and I’m 
sorry that we don’t get to celebrate it by filling up an auditorium with people cheering, 
blasting an air horn and yelling your name. I’m sad that this marker, this lifetime 
achievement, has been disrupted and isn’t all we want it be. 

But don’t let it disrupt you. You’ve revealed perseverance, a sense of caring, and a desire to 
succeed. You’ve shown you have purpose.

We need that — and we need you — now more than ever.

So keep it up. Keep going. Be proud of this success, and never stop building on it.

Good luck. Be safe, happy and healthy

Kirk P. Watson 
Founding Dean
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University of Houston
Hobby School of Public Affairs

Commencement Ceremony 
Saturday, May 15, 2021, 9 a.m. 
Cullen Performance Hall

 PLATFORM PARTY PROCESSIONAL Moores School of Music

 NATIONAL ANTHEM  Sarah Marie Neal 
  Master of Music Candidate

 CALL TO ORDER | OPENING REMARKS Kirk P. Watson 
  Founding Dean

 WELCOME Dean Watson

 AWARD PRESENTATION Sunny Wong 
  Director of Graduate Studies

  Garnet Coleman Award for Student Excellence:  
  Matthew Farmer

 PRESENTATION OF DEGREE CANDIDATES Jim Granato 
  Associate Dean

 CANDIDATE NAMES READ BY Dean Watson

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES Dean Watson

 CLOSING REMARKS Dean Watson

 ALMA MATER Moores School of Music Concert Chorale

 RECESSIONAL 
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Spring 2021 – Graduates

Master of Public Policy
Kristen Campbell
Alenka Cardenas
Michael Dies
Lauren Duhon
Matthew Farmer
Santiago Franco
Jon Garcia
Liza Hurtubise
Layla Mayorga

AmirReza Mehraeen
Kelley Reece
Kristingail Robinson
Cristal Romero
Jessica Ruland
Edith Santamaria
Blake Stroud
Revanth Vadlamudi
Olivia Vong
Kelly Waterman

Graduate Certificate  
in Public Policy
Megan Husby

Graduate Certificate 
in Public Policy and 
Public Administration
Daniel Chang
Kenneth Jones

Pi Alpha Alpha Honor Society Graduates
Pi Alpha Alpha is the global honor society for public affairs and administration. The minimum requirements for graduate students to be 
inducted are to achieve and maintain a 3.7 or above GPA, and the completion of more than 50% of coursework in a public policy/public 
administration degree. 

Songa Chae
Michael Dies
Matthew Farmer
Santiago Franco

Liza Hurtubise
AmirReza Mehraeen
Kelley Reece
Kristingail Robinson

Edith Santamaria
Blake Stroud
Revanth Vadlamudi
Olivia Vong

Garnet Coleman Award for Student Excellence
The Garnet Coleman Award for Student Excellence has been created in honor of Texas State Representative Garnet Coleman’s support for the 
Hobby School’s programs and students. This award is presented to outstanding graduating students in the Master of Public Policy program.

Matthew Farmer

University of Houston
Hobby School of Public Affairs

Commencement Ceremony



168 UNIVERSITY of HOUSTON

U
N

IV
E
R

SITY OF HOU
S
T
O

N

f

ounded 1927



Spring 2021 Commencement 169

Message from the Dean

May 12, 2021

We think of commencement as an end, a finish line, yet the word proclaims 
that this May is a new beginning, that “today is the first day of the rest of your 
life” as the old posters and new memes remind us. Our graduation ritual of 
“walking” has been revived this year, despite the challenges familiar to us all, 
thanks to a promise and a commitment from Chancellor Khator.  Walking is 
treasured by students and their families because it conveys in motion, symbol, 

and photograph the fact that you are literally taking next steps on a new journey into a new world. 

Then-Senator Barack Obama, however, in a definitive speech entitled “A More Perfect Union,” quoted 
this famous line from a William Faulkner novel: “The past is never dead.  It’s not even past.”  And a great 
teacher and scholar, R.J. Kaufmann, had this insight about what we read, say, write, do, and experience: 
“Nothing is ever lost.”  So, to understand a person in midlife, you need to know what they were doing 
between the ages of 18 and 24 and what was going on in the world during those years.  To anticipate the 
person you will become, you might well reflect on what you have been doing over the last four or five 
years, inside and outside the classroom, and what has been going on in the world.

It is safe to say tribulation and perhaps tragedy will be forever embedded in your past.  Yet such was the 
case for those who lived through the Great Depression and World War II, and they are known as the 
greatest generation of the 20th century.  We are confident that what you have been reading, writing, 
and doing during your undergraduate years, the tonic tasks that you have undertaken, will also not be 
lost. Breaking through to that hard-won epiphany in a Human Sit paper; taking your first oral exam and 
killing it (or vowing to kill it next time!); presenting your poster, virtually or in person, at Undergraduate 
Research Day; making the transition from mentee in year one to mentor in year three; developing a 
partnership with a middle school whose students could really use some Honors College tutors; developing 
cultural competencies and medical skills so you can responsibly serve a refugee community in Jordan; 
representing UH in a Model Arab League simulation in Washington or Cairo; becoming certified as a 
Community Health Worker in order to assist Third Ward families; completing a competitive application 
for a major award, and then interviewing for and perhaps winning a Fulbright, a Goldwater, or a Critical 
Language Scholarship. Despite the many challenges—or perhaps because of them—your generation has 
the opportunity to become another great generation, perhaps the greatest generation of the 21st century.

Our hope is that the past four or five years have prepared you for deep satisfactions in your professional 
lives, and beyond your professional lives.  This week you are commencing, you are walking on in your 
journey. We are proud of you, and we hope that you will not be a stranger to joy or a stranger to us in the 
years to come.

Be safe and be well,

Bill Monroe 
The Honors College
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University Honors with Honors in Major

Gerald D. Hines College 
of Architecture and 
Design
Stefan Martin Niño
Katherine Polkinghorne

C. T. Bauer College  
of Business
Salman Farooqui
Shivani Paresh Patel
Sangeetha Ranadeeve
Nathan Smith
Rahni Stewart

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Cristobella Durrette
Paulina Alejandra Ezquerra
Katherine Elizabeth Kabel
Noah Martin Key
Veronica Ordonez
Katherine Polkinghorne
Sameer Sidiq
Nathan Smith

Cullen College  
of Engineering
Benjamin Estefano Diaz Villa
Keegan A. Freeman
Vincent Laroche
Maria L. Rossodivita

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Dania Khan
Paulomi Sanjaykumar Modi
Sameer Sidiq

University Honors

Gerald D. Hines College 
of Architecture and 
Design
Alexa Baeza
Lisa Michelle Evans
Madeleine A. Garcia
Mariana Keymolen
Kristen Lee

C. T. Bauer College  
of Business
Salman Al-Luqman
Daniel Syed Ali
Victoria Belen Baltazar
Kate Lynn Banwell
Jamie Bull
Jason Giovanni Canales
Jonathan Chan
Tessa Cotera
Brandon Taylor Crowley
Katherine Doan
Tomer Evans Downing
John Allen Everett
Crystal Andrea Gamboa
Bhavana Gollapudi

Natalia Gonzalez
Andrea Gonzalez Gamba
Surbhi Gupta
Hasib Hamdi
Arely Hernandez
Sarah Howe
Laiba Khan
Brooke Alysse Knight
Noah Kopesky
Arkin La
Joanna Li
Xavier Alejandro Lopez
Brett Tristan Malroy
Christopher James McCauley
Marina Clare Meche
Talia Del Carmen Milan Laffita
Courtney Rose Murphy
Hung Huy Nguyen
Vu Huy Nguyen
Louis Ikechukwu Ogbogu
Micah Olsen
Sagar Parikh
Khushboo Parmar
Sterling Russell Paulsen
Mia Tuyet-Nhi Pham
Joel Patrick Phillips

Ruchir Sanjay Pipalia
Alexander Joseph Reeves
Rabbia Azmat Sandhu
Erin Nicole Sappington
Gurpreet Singh
Benigno Solis
Isabella Tapiador
Stephen Alexander Thallemer
Alexandra Trevino
Kristine Faith Cuntapay Ubina
Anthony Khang Vu
Austin Green Wiggins
Kristen Wille
Gerardo Yee

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Bolatito Adeyeri
Areebah Ahmed
Syed Faran Ahmad
Sofia Alvarado Fula 
Samantha Annab
Asya Ashraf
Lucinda Ba
Hadrian Alexander Barbosa
Jazmyne U. Betters
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University of Houston
The Honors College

Joshua Bradford
Annemarie Elizabeth Brogdon
Aman Butt
Madeline Byrd
Andrew William Chang
Carmen Kathryn Crandell
Lena Craven
Christine Creamer
Isabel Estella Cruz
Courtney Nicole Dagostaro
Ashley Dao
Sydney Catherine Davis
Tessa Pratt Fuller
Stephen Daniel Garcia
Randa Akram Habazi
Pasha Charles Hammond
Rebecca L. Hentges
Jacob Hernandez
Savanna Hubbard
Madison Mary Hutzler
Mytrang Huynh
Tammie Huynh
Omayr Muhammad Irshad
Katrina Isaacs
Anjali James
Wasiq Javed
Dominique Johnson
Paris Morgan Jordanger
Mark Alexander Korompay
Angelica G. Kremer
Olivia Lee
Shyenne R. Lucas
Mary Danielle Manio
Trae A. Mauricio
Kelsey Alice Mussio
Camille Ngo 
Dulce Monique Olvera
Kelly Price
Elaina N. Roher
Elizabeth Rubio Atencio
Anna Ruiz Lopez
Usmon Mohammad Shaikh
Marina Shenouda
Jasleen K. Sidhu
Benigno Solis
Keridwyn Dove St.Clair

Allison Taylor Sullivan
Rashika Sunku
Alexia D. Thomas
Jessica Tran
Kelly Victor
Christen Alexandra Volding
John Walkington
Ayatsuki Yagi
Sharon Zachariah

Kathrine G. McGovern 
College of the Arts
Travis A. Bartholome
James Matthew Hogan
Erin G. Rainer

College of Education
Annemarie Elizabeth Brogdon
Chessa Marie Kenjura
Sloan A. Lalinde-Barnes
Hiba Rashid
Aaisha Shaik
Bayana Shajahan
Maggie Yip

Cullen College  
of Engineering
Maite Albarran
Megan Elizabeth Althoff
Gilbert Andrew Badillo
Travis A. Bartholome
Jackson C. Bartling
Calvin James Betzner
Santiago Blanco
Victoria Elizabeth Brooks
Thomas Hung Cao
Vedant Chopra
Alyssa R. Contreras
Angelica Dejesus
Aristotle Economon
Mohammed S. Essa
Sean Michael Freeman
Felix Andres Galan
Maham Gardezi
Shuva Gautam

Pasha Charles Hammond
Conor Joseph Healey
Joshua Thomas Hernandez
Kennard Allan Guy Hitchcock
Vinh Quang Huynh
Shankar V. Iyer
Natalie Michele Jackson
Zehra Jaffri
John M. Jalufka
Isaac John
Matthew Tyler Johnson
Maxwell Eric Johnson
Kallie Taylor Juel
Maya A. Marchant
Christopher Michael Martine
Ashwin Joseph Mathews
Thomas Alexander McGuffey
Lindsey Lee Muscara
Andrew Nguyen
Martin T. Nguyen
Adi Pasic
Benjamin R. Perez
Anthony Pham
Ramzi F. Razaq
Justus Musa Rooker
Stephanie Anne Rospigliosi
Hannah Grace Schroeder
Casey Drew Shaw
Kevin Tran
Tony Phuoc Tran
Taylor Vogel
Cassandra Zinecker

Conrad N. Hilton 
College of Hotel 
and Restaurant 
Management
David A. Sobremesana
Thomas Thanh Tran

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Roba Abousaway
Crisy Ann Abraham
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Anthony Lorence Alanis
Zakariya Ali
Vikas Jwala Amara
Amtul-Waheed Awan
Sanjana Ayyagari
Lucinda Ba
Kaci Baker
Jeremy S. Bayangos
Benjamin Berryman
Drew Boagni
Antonio Francesco Salvatore Cannata
Alexander Dodd Carr
Sara Grace Wei Lynn Chan
Joanne Chavali
Surya Sai Chinamuthevi
Shnutez S. Doddipalli
Kian Ebrahim-Zadeh
Shalini Ann Ganesh Ghurye
Devisha Giga
Christina Gligorova
Anoushka Gokhale
Winter Jordan Grasser
Ashley Marie Guerrero
Christopher Ha
Yashwant Harkara
Cole Hudson
Madison Mary Hutzler
Anjali James
Claire Michaela Juhas
Jack Kent
Mariam Khan
Romeesa Khan

Sana Khan
John King
Avinash Kotecha
Tanya Kumar
Sloan A. Lalinde-Barnes
Olivia Lee
Phillip Enquan Lu
Aditya Rajesh Mankare
Chirag R.. Mistry
Shailee Modi
Walla Mohamedali
Sandra Morales
Sarah Ann Myklebust
Vishnu G. Narayana
Delaney Lynn Nelson
Antoine Nguyen
Lauren Nguyen
Yenthy Bui Nguyen
Renae Nichols
Thea Pascual
Anjali Rakesh Patel
Kinal B. Patel
Saloni Patel
Catherine Perinjelil
Daniel Phu
Terence William Pocklington
Shreyas Ranganath
Shahrukh Raza
Sana Rehman
Raymond Saba
Urvi Sakhuja
Nidha Sha

Akeil Barkat Shams-Ul-Hooda
Marina Shenouda
Sharonya Shetty
Christina Shibu
Tuba Shiwani
Sharon Siby
Mishal Siddiqui
Raima Siddiqui
Kali Nicole Simpson
Vanessa Nikole Solano
Addison Matthew Staples
Robert Stephen
Taylor Abigail Strange
Taha Athar Syed
Mallika Tripathy
Jennifer Nguyen Vo
Ryan Vo
Christen Alexandra Volding
Charles Wang
Jeremy David Wong
Ayatsuki Yagi
Fei Ye

College of Technology
Madelyne Elise Beard
Ajay B. Nair
Ezinne S. Okwuonu
Ankur Patel
Jasleen K. Sidhu

Collegiate Honors with Honors in Major

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Nabeeha Asim
Audrey Adison Eyring

Russel Austin Gardin
Caroline Paige Pearson
Naomi Zidon

Kathrine G. McGovern 
College of the Arts
Miriam Ellen Green

University of Houston
The Honors College
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Collegiate Honors

Gerald D. Hines College 
of Architecture and 
Design
Jerry Jacob
Roberto Eduardo Orozco Aranda
Adauria Rozjai Scott
Kyle Swisher

C. T. Bauer College  
of Business
Michael Garza

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Morgan Adler
Kenyon Agrons
Lindsay Katherine Bien
Damaris Blanco Serpaz
Bisma Noor Choudhry
Bryce Kenneth Clausen
Mayah Denman
Rehanna Shane-Lee Dornelly
Abdullah Sultan Dowaihy
Leslie Marie Gonzalez
Taylor F. Hall
Perla Rae Henderson
Nancy Katz
Nicolette Keefover
Abby Nicole Lang
Victoria Lioliou

Amanda Luxton
Theresa Eileen Martinez
Katherine Lindsey McNair
Neha Mehta
Nirvi Mehta
Andrei Patrick Merkoulov
Ammara Mohsin Mukhi
Thao Ngo
Oluwashina Ojo
Pranav Rao
Jocelyn Mariah Sanchez
Justine Avery Rivera Singson
Elizabeth Tomlinson
Virginia Wells

Kathrine G. McGovern 
College of the Arts
Elizabeth Bomba-Bloom
Paloma J. Bond-Reading
Audrey Rose Morabito
Hannah Scott
Brittany M. Warren

College of Education
Abby Nicole Lang

Cullen College  
of Engineering
Oluwapelumi Esther Akinwande
Christy Banh

Jacob Ross Bauer
Max J. Burnett
Keegan Charles Hall
Joshua A. Mica
Vivek Vijayan Pillai
Rahul Prabhu

Conrad N. Hilton 
College of Hotel 
and Restaurant 
Management
Samantha Grace Theige

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Meghan Elaine Andrepont
William Reinhold Bittner
Ashley Cruz
Manuel Cubillos Acosta
Flavia Paula Kibinda Tamayo
Makenzie Rae Moersch
Mohamed Omar
Michelle Ann Phillips
Paul Andrew Vigil

College of Technology
Michael Flores
Sakina Mandviwala
Amber Zarah Shah

Membership in The Honors College with Honors in Major

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Devion Reed

University of Houston
The Honors College
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Membership in The Honors College

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Zoe Carter
Emily Crow
Kendall Hollingsworth
Caelia Dawn McNabb
Roha Siddiqi
Juan Carlos Uribe

Kathrine G. McGovern 
College of the Arts
Parker Brice Konchalski
Alyssa Ann Weise

Cullen College  
of Engineering
Jacqeline Janett Aldaco
Joshua John Weibling

Conrad N. Hilton 
College of Hotel 
and Restaurant 
Management
Consuelo Maia Ecevido

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Nabeel Bacchus
James Adair Fulweber
Sandra Garza
Kameron Leigh Ishimura
Farhaad Ali Khan
Malik Said Ladki
Sarah Elisabeth Melenric
Thien Phuong Ngoc Nguyen
Bryan Nham
Masen Alexandria Reid
Sean Walsh

College of Technology
Dustin James Walters 

Honors in Major

Gerald D. Hines College 
of Architecture and 
Design
Cynthia Paola Cruz
Franco Denari
Michael John Fajtl
Ariana Flick
Patrick Aaron Jones
Angelica Monroy
Antonio Perez
Stefani Ambar Portocarrero Arone

C. T. Bauer College  
of Business
Sai Gudapati
An Vu Thien Nguyen

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Dania Amarneh
Americo Isaac Avila
Matthew Flores
Joshua Michael Garcia
Karla Grado
Darralyn Hart
Onyinyechi Iveren Obi-Obasi
Nicole Patricia Zeinner

Kathrine G. McGovern 
College of the Arts
Jaelynn Walls

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Maria Dalibalta
Elena Virginia Torre

University of Houston
The Honors College
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