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DIGITIZING ARCHIVES IN RUSSIA
Epistemic Sovereignty and Its Challenges 

in the Digital Age

Alexey Golubev is Assistant 
Professor of Russian history and 
digital humanities, Department of 
History, University of Houston. 

Sandwiches will be available, 
or bring your own lunch. 

Sponsors: UH Global and 
Digital Research Commons.

Dr. Alexey Golubev will speak on the production of digital 
archives in a broader context of the political economy of 
historical knowledge in Russia. The archive is a key institution 
that asserts state sovereignty over history by defining the 
dominant forms of historical knowledge, its limits and silences, 
and establishing hierarchies of voices from the past. However, 
modern information technologies represent a formidable 
challenge to maintaining this epistemic sovereignty as they have 
simplified to the extreme a precise reproduction of historical 
documents and production of digital archives. The talk will 
focus on several cases of digital archives to discuss this 
challenge and the measures that the Russian state implements to 
maintain its sovereign control over historical knowledge.

THURSDAY February 21, 12 pm
Digital Research Commons 
MD Anderson Library 2nd Floor, Brown Wing




